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Review of university entrance 2010 – discussion paper 2 
 
Proposal – 3 subjects of 14 credits or more, with a ll 3 subjects from the 

list of approved subjects (42 credits at Level 3) 
 
Discussion 
 
The introduction of NCEA in 2001 (first implemented in 2002) necessitated a 
change to the then university entrance requirement. The requirement before the 
introduction of NCEA was the achievement of three Cs in Bursary. The NZQA 
Board agreed a replacement common standard in 2003 for implementation in 
2004.  
 
The common standard was designed to mirror the then existing standard (three 
Cs in Bursary).  This can be seen in the current component of the university 
entrance (UE) requirement where 42 credits are required at Level 3 made up of 
three subjects.  Of the three subjects, two must come from the list of approved 
subjects.  The third subject may also come from the list of approved subjects or it 
can be a composite subject made up of 14 credits from no more than two 
domains1 or from a domain and an approved subject or from two approved 
subjects. 
 
Allowing the third subject to be a composite subject and offering a number of 
options for the content means that subjects not on the list of approved subjects 
are able to contribute to UE.  It also allows students to achieve UE across their 
subjects if they do not successfully gain 14 credits in each of three subjects. 
 
However, this complexity of this component of the UE requirement has caused 
confusion for students, whānau and teachers.  The technical advisory and 
steering groups that assisted with the review of UE stated that one of their aims 
was to reduce the complexity of UE and make it easier for all to understand.  
Changing this component so that all three subjects come from the list of 
approved subjects meets this aim. 
 
All three subjects being 14 credits or more and coming from the list of approved 
subjects is an increase in the standard.  To ensure that the proposed change is 
achievable, data from 2009 was examined to determine how far those students 
that used composite subjects to meet the UE requirement were from achieving 
three subjects from the approved list.  On average, these students needed 
between 4 and 5 more credits from achievement standards to gain three subjects 
from the list of approved subjects. 
 

                                                 
1 Domain refers to a subject category on the National Qualification Framework or NQF.  In July of 

2010 the NQF was replaced with the New Zealand Qualifications Framework (NZQF) and the 
Directory of Assessment Standards (DAS).  Domains and standards now reside on the DAS. 
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The data does not take into account behavioral changes that would come about 
from students knowing that their third subject must be from the list of approved 
subjects.  The technical advisory and steering groups that assisted with the 
review of UE believe that if students knew that three subjects must come from 
the list of approved subjects they would be able to achieve this and would not be 
disadvantaged by the proposed change. 
 
While not a direct consideration for the review of university entrance, it is 
important to be aware that a number of universities are now setting entry 
requirements using a ‘score’ based on students’ best 80 credits (with 2 points for 
achieved, 3 for merit and 4 for excellence grades) over five subjects from the list 
of approved subjects.  Students not studying subjects from the list of approved 
subjects are likely to be disadvantaged. 


