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Review of university entrance 2010 – discussion paper 3 
 
Proposal – list of approved subjects be based on su bjects derived from 

the New Zealand Curriculum 2007 with Level 3 achievement 
standards 

 
Discussion 
 
The introduction of NCEA in 2001 (first implemented in 2002) necessitated a 
change to the then university entrance requirement. The requirement before the 
introduction of NCEA was the achievement of three Cs in Bursary. The NZQA 
Board agreed a replacement common standard in 2003 for implementation in 
2004.  
 
The common standard was designed to mirror the existing standard (three Cs in 
Bursary) with the list of bursary subjects being amended to become the list of 
approved subjects for university entrance.  Since 2003 a number of subjects 
have been added to the list.  The process of adding subjects is time consuming 
and involves considerable consultation. 
 
It is proposed that a more sustainable way of managing the list of approved 
subjects would be to base it on subjects derived from the New Zealand 
Curriculum 2007 with achievement standards at Level 3.  This means that the list 
could be refreshed as subjects in the New Zealand Curriculum 2007 change, are 
added or removed.  For instance it would mean that Religious Studies, Education 
for Sustainability and Home Economics would be added in 2011 and Business 
Studies added in 2012, while in 2013 Computing would become Digital 
Technologies and Graphics would become Design and Visual Communication. 
 
The New Zealand Curriculum 2007 went through an extensive consultation 
process (over 10,000 submissions were received) before it was adopted and 
applied nationally.  The curriculum is designed to meet the future needs of New 
Zealand through setting the direction for student learning in schools.  Given the 
development process and the national coverage of the curriculum it seems 
logical to use it to determine what subjects should sit on the list of approved 
subjects for university entrance.   
 
As a result of the current review of standards1 (to align with the curriculum), in 
future all curriculum-derived standards will be achievement standards with all 

                                                 
1 Standards Review  - Stage 1  of the review process was the development of a set of principles 

addressing the broad issue of what constitutes a fit-for-purpose standard.  These principles 
underpin the development of all standards and their review. Stage 2  of the review process 
aligns the achievement and curriculum-derived unit standards with the New Zealand Curriculum 
2007.  Stage 3 , the review of unit standards not derived from the New Zealand Curriculum is 
ongoing.  Stage 4  of the review follows on from Stage 2, with the alignment of curriculum-
derived standards to the New Zealand Curriculum 2007 leading to the development of new and 
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other standards being unit standards.  This clear demarcation simplifies the 
identification of subjects for the list of approved subjects.  If this proposal is 
adopted NZQA will continue to publish the list of approved subjects ensuring it is 
updated as needed. 
 
The current list can be found here http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-
standards/awards/university-entrance/approved-subjects-for-university-entrance/  
 
The list of approved subjects reflects some current tensions place in terms of the 
differing natures of schools and universities.  Schools are using the curriculum to 
develop a wide range of innovative and engaging courses for their students while 
universities would generally prefer a more restricted list of approved subjects.  
The existence of a list of approved subjects should not negatively impact on the 
Year 13 students that do not go on to study at university.  Often schools aim for 
all their Year 13 students to achieve UE to maximise their choices in the future.  
It is important that the list of approved subjects has enough flexibility for students 
not intending to study at university. 
 
Finally, while not a direct consideration when considering the content of the list of 
approved subjects, it is important to be aware that a number of universities are 
now setting entry requirements using a ‘score’ based on students’ best 80 credits 
(with 2 points for achieved, 3 for merit and 4 for excellence grades) over five 
subjects from the list of approved subjects.  Students not studying subjects from 
the list of approved subjects are likely to be disadvantaged. 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                 

emerging standards where appropriate.  Stage 4 also looks at the design of the NCEA and if any core 
requirements or exclusions are required. 


