
 

 

Review of university entrance 2010 – discussion paper 5 
 
Proposal – literacy, 10 credits (5 in reading and 5  in writing) 
 
Discussion 
 
The introduction of NCEA in 2001 (first implemented in 2002) necessitated a 
change to the then university entrance requirement. The requirement before the 
introduction of NCEA was the achievement of three Cs in Bursary. The NZQA 
Board agreed a replacement common standard in 2003 for implementation in 
2004.  
 
The common standard was designed to mirror the then existing standard (three 
Cs in Bursary).  Literacy and numeracy components were also added to the 
university entrance requirement for the first time. 
 
Universities have voiced concern about the low standard of literacy of some 
students.  They have asked, in particular, that the literacy component of the 
university entrance requirement be strengthened.  This is reflected in the 
proposed change. 
 
The current literacy component is 8 credits at Level 2 or higher (4 in reading and 
4 in writing) from a list of standards in English, or te reo Māori or te reo 
Rangatira. 
 
The proposed literacy component (for the 2013 Year 13 cohort) is 10 credits (5 in 
reading and 5 in writing) which could be met through a number of options: 
 

1. 10 credits (5 in reading and 5 in writing) from three specific Level 2 
English achievement standards, or 

2. 10 credits (5 in reading and 5 in writing) from a selection of Level 3 
achievement standards over a range of subjects; or 

3. 10 credits (5 in reading and 5 in writing) from two specific Level 4 English 
for academic purposes unit standards; or 

4. the use of a common assessment task (CAT), which is essentially an 
external assessment.  This would be written and marked by NZQA.  

 
1. The three standards at Level 2, still in draft form, consist of the following1: 

 
2.1 Analyse specified aspect(s) of studied text(s), with supporting 

evidence (4 credits),  
2.3  Analyse significant aspects of unfamiliar written text(s) through 

close reading using supporting evidence (4 credits) 
2.4  Produce a selection of crafted and controlled writing (6 credits) 

 
                                                 
1 The standards can be found at http://www.tki.org.nz/e/community/ncea/english-lvl2.php  



 

 

 
2. The selection of Level 3 achievement standards is not yet available for 

viewing as they are still in early draft form.  However, there will be a number 
of Level 3 achievement standards across subjects (including English).  If 
students are successful in achieving these standards they will have 
demonstrated an appropriate level of literacy for academic purposes. 

 
3. The two English for academic purposes unit standards (22750 Write a 

crafted text using researched material for an academic purpose (ESOL) and 
22751 Read and process information for academic purposes (ESOL)) are 
currently designed specifically for ESOL2 students.  However, if this 
proposal is agreed they will be re-framed to apply to all students including 
ESOL students.  They can be found at 

 http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/framework/search/results.do?query=22750&view=&typ=A
LL&evel=&maxItems=100&search-button=Search&  
and 

 http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/framework/search/results.do?query=22751&view=&typ=A
LL&evel=&maxItems=100&search-button=Search&  

 
4. A common assessment task (CAT) is an external assessment occurring 

outside of the end of year national examination round.  The task is set and 
marked by NZQA.  In this case a standard would be developed describing 
academic literacy in reading and writing to meet UE.  Students could then 
be assessed against this standard via a CAT.  Students could undertake 
this CAT at the end of Year 12, during Year 13 or at the end of Year 13. 

 
 

                                                 
2 ESOL - English for speakers of other languages 


