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Proposal – additional component – achievement of NC EA Level 3 
 
Discussion 
 
The introduction of NCEA in 2001 (first implemented in 2002) necessitated a 
change to the then university entrance requirement. The requirement before the 
introduction of NCEA was the achievement of three Cs in Bursary. The NZQA 
Board agreed a replacement common standard in 2003 for implementation in 
2004.  
 
The common standard was designed to mirror the then existing standard (three 
C’s in Bursary).  However, because there was no Bursary qualification equivalent 
to NCEA Level 3, no consideration was given to requiring the achievement of 
NCEA Level 3 to be one of the components of the university entrance (UE) 
requirement. 
 
Students have been achieving NCEA Level 3 since 2004.  Over these six years 
the qualification has matured and is now fully accepted as New Zealand’s senior 
secondary school national qualification.  Students with NCEA Level 3 have 
progressed to university, graduated and are out in the workforce. 
 
Today, almost all students attending university straight from school have both 
NCEA Level 3 and UE (95 percent).  The few students that only have UE and not 
NCEA Level 3, as a group, do not pass as many of their first year courses as 
those that have both UE and NCEA Level 3. 
 
First year EFTS-weighted course pass rates (mean ± 95 per cent confidence limits) for students 
who met the university entrance requirement and studied at university 

2006 2007 2008 2009 Highest 
NCEA 
school 
qualification 

Course pass 
rate n 

Course pass 
rate n 

Course pass 
rate n 

Course 
pass rate n 

Level 2  0.60 ±0.03 428 0.57 ±0.03 504 0.54 ±0.03 460 0.56 ±0.03 525 

Level 3 0.85 ±0.01 9,469 0.84 ±0.01 10,354 0.84 ±0.01 11,019 0.85 ±0.01 11,887 

Courses are bachelors-level and higher 
Students are in their first year of study, having progressed directly from school to university 
Students are domestic students who attended secondary school in New Zealand 
 
Requiring students to achieve NCEA Level 3 as one of the components of the 
university entrance requirement does raise the bar.  However, most students in 
their first year at university after leaving school are already achieving both UE 
and NCEA Level 3.  It should not require a large improvement in performance or 
motivation for those students who would only achieve UE, to also achieve NCEA 
Level 3.  


