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Proposal – numeracy, 10 credits at Level 1 or highe r 
 
Discussion 
 
The introduction of NCEA in 2001 (first implemented in 2002) necessitated a 
change to the then university entrance requirement. The requirement before the 
introduction of NCEA was the achievement of three Cs in Bursary. The NZQA 
Board agreed a replacement common standard in 2003 for implementation in 
2004.  
 
The common standard was designed to mirror the existing standard (three Cs in 
Bursary).  Literacy and numeracy components were also added to the university 
entrance requirement for the first time. 
 
The current numeracy component is 14 credits at Level 1, or higher, from 
standards in mathematics, statistics and probability, or Pāngarau. 
 
The proposed component (for the 2014 Year 13 cohort1) is 10 credits at Level 1, 
or higher, from a selection of achievement standards over a range of subjects or 
from three specific numeracy unit standards.  
 
Although this proposal has fewer credits than the current component the 
achievement standards are at curriculum level 6 (in the past some of them have 
been set at curriculum level 5), and the numeracy unit standards very explicitly 
assess the numeracy skills needed for every day life.  The proposal also has the 
benefit of aligning with the NCEA Level 1 numeracy requirement2.  This means 
that students that achieve NCEA Level 1 will have met the numeracy component 
of the university entrance requirement. 
 
While the importance of numeracy is widely acknowledged, members of both the 
technical advisory and steering group noted that students undertaking university 
subjects requiring mathematical knowledge typically selected appropriate school 
subjects with this in mind.  Group members do not believe it is necessary to 
require numeracy to be demonstrated any higher than Level 1. 

                                                 
1 The numeracy component applies at a later date as applying it from 2013 does not give schools 

or students sufficient notice to ensure that in 2011 they undertake the standards needed to 
meet the requirement. Students would normally achieve the credits needed for this component 
in Year 11. 

2 The NCEA Level 1 literacy and numeracy requirements can be found at 
http://www.tki.org.nz/e/community/ncea/pdf/lit_num_10jun10.pdf  


