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In the last month I have been asked to speak to the Global Business Women s Network and the 
Innovation Partnership about our digital assessment work. These requests reinforce the focus 
that New Zealand businesses have on being able to access the right kind of skills and capabilities 
to grow their businesses. Employers tell us they want people who are problem-solvers, who can 
collaborate, who are curious but have some  grit , and are adaptable. The views of business and 
employers are also important for us in how we think about moving to digital assessment. New 
Zealand has a curriculum that reflects both knowledge and acquisition, and these enterprise 
skills, and we need to think about how we can best give effect to that.

I was also invited to participate in a  Govtalks  video, which is an initiative from the New Zealand 
Schools Trustees Association, about our Future State programme of work. You can watch this 
video on the NZQA website or on the Govtalks website. 

NZQA is working on ways to multiply the benefits 
from the experience and reach more rangatahi to 
encourage them to keep their options open by 
choosing and achieving in STEM subjects at 
school. Latest available figures show that of all 
Year 13 Māori students, 35% are achieving 
STEM subjects.

This programme is being run in partnership with 
NZQA and Callaghan Innovation jointly 
responsible for the designing, administration and 
delivery, while each student s participation is 
funded by iwi Māori.

This work is part of NZQA s commitment to 
partnering with education system agencies to 
support a 50% lift of Māori and Pasifika student 
achievement at NCEA level 3 in one or more 
standards in STEM subject related areas by 
2020.

Growing Māori innovators

A week-long experience visiting some of the 
world s most innovative companies in 
California s Silicon Valley will provide the 
opportunity of a lifetime for a group of young 
Māori students.

Approximately 25 young people and a number 
of adults will take part in the programme this 
July, with another group due to go in October. 
Participating students will be exposed to vivid 
experience of the application of STEM, and to 
be able to relate it to their own lives. 

This programme aims to raise participation and 
achievement in STEM subjects and 
subsequently, the number of Māori innovators, 
entrepreneurs, and leaders. 

Participants will take part in a six-week online 
course involving watching videos, reading 
articles, completing tasks and engaging on the 
online message board – all aimed at helping 
them make the most out of their time in Silicon 
Valley.

Welcome
to the second edition of Future State Newsbyte, NZQA s monthly 
electronic newsletter designed to keep schools and key sector bodies 
up-to-date with our Future State work.

Dr Karen Poutasi, Chief Executive

For more information see Growing Māori 
innovators.

NZQA website Govtalks website

Our goal: 
a 50% lift of Māori 

and Pasifika student 

achievement at 

NCEA level 3 in one 

or more standards in 

STEM subject 

related areas by 

2020

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/future-state/what-s-coming-up/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/news/growing-maori-innovators/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/future-state/presentations-videos-and-factsheets/
http://www.govtalks.co.nz/nzqa-chief-executive-karen-poutasi-


NZQA is currently piloting the Transforming 
Assessment Praxis (TAP) online 
programme, which will support teachers 
undertaking internal assessment. 

The aims of the programme are two-fold: to 
give participants the skills to change the 
context of assessment resources to better 
meet the needs of learners, and to explore 
different ways of collecting evidence. There 
will be three trials moving from a facilitated 
programme to a self-paced course. We are 
encouraging participants to form their own 
communities of practice.

Digital assessment: 2016 trials 
and pilots update

Focus group feedback

During April and May NZQA held a 
number of focus groups with students and 
teachers to gain  views on  experiences of 
digital assessment, based on what we are 
doing for our 2016 trials and pilots. These 
workshops were held with six schools, and 
more will be convened with a number of 
kura.

We have been deeply impressed by the 
ideas and feedback provided by workshop 
participants. They will have a very real 
impact on the design of the 2016 trials and 
pilots, and the longer-term solution. Some 
of these are:

the ability for candidates to be able to 
control the look and feel of exams (e.g. 
enable/disable a clock themselves)

the need for NZQA and schools to work 
together to ensure that the Special 
Assessment Conditions IT applications 
schools already have will work for 
candidates within digital assessments

the ability for candidates to flag items as 
they progress, so they can return to an 
item if they wish.
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Trials and pilots update

This year NZQA will be piloting digital 
external assessment in four Level 1 
subjects and trialling 10 Level 1 trial 
examinations (a physics trial has now 
been confirmed). To date, over 100 
schools across New Zealand have 
registered their interest in participating. 
These digital trials and pilots relate to the 
digitally enabled teaching and learning 
already happening in your classrooms.

NZQA will accept expressions of interest 
from schools wanting to participate until 1 
August. You can find more information, 
including how you can test your readiness, 
on our 2016 trials and pilots webpage. 
The readiness testing covers technical 
requirements, such as device and 
operating system options – where 
possible, we suggest you involve your IT 
support people to help assess your 
readiness.

Please email future.state@nzqa.govt.nz 
or contact your School Relationship 
Manager if you have any queries.

2016 trials and pilots webpage

Supporting internal assessment – Transforming Assessment Praxis

The work we are undertaking this year 
builds on the lessons learned from a range 
of trials and pilots completed in 2015. 
These were designed to both test our own 
assumptions and also enable schools to 
evaluate their readiness to manage digital 
assessments.

The findings of each of these are included 
in the following.

Please contact us at 
future.state@nzqa.govt.nz if you would like 
a copy of a detailed report for any of these.

Digital assessment: findings from the 2015 trials & pilots

Computer Based Exams (CBE) - Tamaki 

College: key learnings (PDF, 181KB)

Digital External Assessment Prototypes Project: 

key learnings (PDF, 105KB)

Digital External Assessment Prototypes 

Project: summary report (PDF, 582KB)

Special Assessment Conditions Accessible 

Technology: key learnings (PDF, 121KB)

Submitted Subjects: key learnings (PDF, 

117KB)

Thirty participants will join the first online 
pilot, which starts on 7 June 2016. There 
will be two more pilots this year, in July and 
November.

TAP will also support our strategy focused 
on raising the achievement level of Māori 
and Pasifika students in STEM-related 
subjects by providing teachers with support 
to be able to change the context of 
assessments for these student groups. For 
more information see Transforming support 
for internal assessment on the NZQA 
website.

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/future-state/digital-assessment-2016-trials-and-pilots/
mailto:future.state@nzqa.govt.nz
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/About-us/Future-State/CBE-Tamaki-Key-Learnings.pdf
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/About-us/Future-State/DEAP-key-learnings.pdf
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/About-us/Future-State/DEAP-Summary-Report.pdf
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/About-us/Future-State/SACAT-Key-Learnings.pdf
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/About-us/Future-State/Submitted-Subjects-Key-Learnings.pdf
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/future-state/transforming-support-for-internal-assessment/

	FS Newsbyte 02.vsd
	Page-1
	Page-2


