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What do you need to know?
The SACAT project has two objectives:

It will explore the use of computer based accessibility tools in the area of Special Assessment Conditions (SAC) 
for use in internal and external assessment.  Accessibility tools include:
 text to speech 
 variable font size 
 dyslexic fonts.

It will make text to speech (TTS) available for SAC candidates who are eligible for a reader and computer as part 
their 2015 NCEA examinations (for around 36 standards).

NZQA will also be providing information and guidelines to schools on how to access and utilise some of the off-
the-shelf accessibility (text-to-speech) tools that are already available from Microsoft, Apple and Google within 
their current operating systems. 

Similar to the smaller SAC project we conducted in 2014, NZQA will engage with schools and candidates via the 
SENCOs.

What else do you need to know?
NZQA will send out more detailed guidelines and the registration process in the next month.  Below are some 
general points on how the process is expected to work.

 Details on the process for the text-to-speech process for eligible students will be sent to schools by 1 June.
 NZQA will be providing a selection of 2014 examinations for candidates to familiarise themselves with the 

format and interface.
 Candidates will use a computer and headphones (if there is more than one candidate in the computer 

room).
 Exam questions (and any other supplied resource texts) are read to the candidate with the click of a button. 

A candidate may choose to have text read as many times as they wish.
 Candidate responses will be typed into pre-determined spaces.
 Candidates will need access a text-to-speech program to enable their written answers to be read back to 

them.
 Candidates have the right, at any point during an exam, to stop using the digital solution and revert to either 

their reader/writer, or to complete the exam on computer using a standard word processing program.
 Candidate answers will be printed out at the end of the examination, and will be enclosed with their answer 

booklet.  They will be dispatched for marking in the usual way.
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