
 

 

18 January 2016 
 
Dear NZAG members, 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope you had an enjoyable break with your family and friends.  I would 
like to start off by welcoming Geoff Gibbs, Lead Advisor, Student Achievement from the 
Ministry of Education to the NZAG.  Geoff replaces Shelly Robertson as the Ministry of 
Education representative on the NZAG. 
 
At the end of last year, we sent through the NZAG meeting dates for 2016.  We have 
decided to push out the first NZAG meeting from February to April and reduce the number of 
meetings from four to three.   We are initiating a number of new projects this year and the 
new meeting dates will enable us to better report on progress by the first meeting. 
 
The revised NZAG meeting dates for 2016 are: 
 
Thursday, 7 April 
Thursday, 28 July 
Thursday, 17 November 
 
Papers for the meeting will be sent to you a week before the meeting. 
 
We provided you with a round up at the end of last year and thought it would be useful to 
start off the year with an update on some of our projects: 
 
Updates for January 2016 
Malaysia 
The completion of the Master’s and Doctoral Degrees recognition project has been 
published on the NZQA website today.  The news items can be seen at this link: 
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/news/comparability-of-degrees-with-malaysia/ 
 
You can view a more detailed statement here: http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/our-
role/our-role-in-international-education/country-specific-recognition-arrangements/malaysia/  
 
China - New Zealand page of the JSJ Study Abroad website updated 
Nine New Zealand Private Training Establishments (PTEs) were added to the Chinese 
Ministry of Education's Jiaoyu Shewai Jianguan Xinxiwang (JSJ) Study Abroad website in 
December 2015. The JSJ website is an important information source for Chinese students 
looking to study in New Zealand. The extension of the list of New Zealand PTEs represents 
a significant milestone for the NZ Inc. China Strategy. 
 
NZQA has been negotiating with the Chinese Ministry of Education since 2011 to reach 
agreement on listing additional New Zealand institutions on the New Zealand page of the 
website, and the agreement to update the page was announced by Chinese Vice Minister of 
Education Hao Ping in November 2014. During the intervening year NZQA and Education 
New Zealand have continued to liaise with the Chinese Ministry of Education to supply 
information to meet detailed requirements for the publication of information on the website. 
The New Zealand page of the JSJ website is available to view here: 
http://www.jsj.edu.cn/n1/12040.shtml.  
 
United Arab Emirates 
NZQA has completed a project with the United Arab Emirates National Qualifications 
Authority to map the components of both countries national qualifications framework. This is 
a discrete piece of work and does not provide an official national position as NZQA has not 
engaged with the NZAG or the sector. The United Arab Emirates authorities have informed 
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us that they are launching their qualifications framework comparative analysis work 
undertaken with NARIC in the United Kingdom and NZQA on 3 February 2016. 
 
Action points from the last meeting 
NZQA's referencing process 
Work is underway to develop a resource to explain the benefits of NZQA’s international 
projects to the education sector.   
 
NZQA’s International future state work  
NZQA’s Senior Management Team approved a concept paper in December 2015 outlining 
initial thinking on the proposed approach to deliver on NZQA’s goal of having qualification 
recognition arrangements with at least 50 countries by 2020.  An additional 13 country 
recognition arrangements are required to meet this goal, assuming that arrangements are 
concluded with the Republic of Korea and the European Union.   
 
The following preliminary criteria were used to select target countries to work with: 

 Export education sector and Education New Zealand’s priority countries 

 Countries where there are existing education arrangements and/or Free Trade 
Agreements 

 International student source countries for New Zealand 

 NZ Inc priority countries 

 APEC member countries 

 Applicant countries for International qualifications assessment 

 Outbound New Zealand student destinations 

 Export education sector feedback. 
 

Brazil, Chile, Colombia and the United States are recommended choices for 2016.  Other 
countries that may be considered in the future include India, Japan, Mexico, Saudi Arabia 
and Viet Nam. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries.  I look forward to working with 

you in 2016. 

 

Kind regards 

Karen 


