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The NZAG advises NZQA on current and future recognition projects. The group enables NZQA to capture 
the views of the main stakeholder groups and government agencies that have a direct, or indirect, interest 
in this work.  

 

Current recognition projects 
 
 

 Jiaoyu Shewai Jianguan Xinxiwang (JSJ) Study Abroad website 
 
NZQA is happy to report that four more PTEs have recently been listed on the JSJ Study Abroad web 
site.   

 National Technology Institute  

 Te Rito Maioha Early Childhood New Zealand 

 ICL Graduate Business School 

 Animation College 

 
NZQA appreciates the importance to New Zealand institutions to being included on the JSJ Study Abroad 
web site. NZQA works very closely with the Chinese Embassy in Wellington to ensure that the JSJ list is 
kept up to date, for example, ensuring that the recent ITP mergers and name changes have been 
reflected and links are directing Chinese students to the correct information.  
 
NZQA also reviews the listing criteria with the Chinese Embassy to ensure that we are able to list as 
many PTEs as possible. NZQA acts as an advocate for NZ's PTEs in these discussions. 
 
Currently the listing criteria is as follows. All PTEs on the list must satisfy all the criteria: 

 Be signatories to the Education Code of Practice 

 Be a Category 1 or 2 provider (with evidence of maintaining this category level over time) 

 Offer degrees (at Level 7 or above on the NZQF) 

 Not be a specialist English language school 

 Not be a distance education provider 

 Not deliver religious programmes 

The approval process is a very strict process that has been in place for a number of years. The JSJ web 
site is owned and maintained by the Chinese Ministry of Education and therefore they define the criteria 
and make the final decision of who appears on the web site.  
Please contact Angela Gordon, Senior Policy Analyst on angela.gordon@nzqa.govt.nz if you have any 
questions.  
 

 China Academic Degrees and Graduate Education Development Center (CDGDC) and 
NZQA joint project 

 
The joint project between NZQA and CDGDC to compare the NZQF to the Chinese qualifications system 

was stalled earlier this year due to translation issues.  The project is now back on track and we expect to 

meet with CDGDC before the end of the year.  We will provide an update on the progress of the 

comparative analysis for Bachelor ‘s Degrees in the first quarter of next year. CDGDC has been tasked 
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with developing the national qualifications framework for China.  NZQA will be working closely with 

CDGDC as this project develops. 

 Indonesia – recognition of Bachelor’s Degrees project 
 
Progressing the project has been difficult due to Indonesia’s lack of engagement and persistent delays in 
providing requested information. NZQA will shortly send Indonesia its preliminary analysis, along with 
options for the project.  
 
NZQA’s initial findings are that Indonesia’s Sarjana 1 and Diploma IV qualifications (both have durations 
of four years) are comparable to New Zealand Bachelor’s Degrees, and that Indonesia’s Diploma III 
(duration of three years) is comparable to a NZQF level 6 Diploma. The Sarjana 1 and Diploma IV are 
both at the end of the first cycle and both allow entry into postgraduate study. They are also on the same 
level of the Indonesian Qualifications Framework. The Diploma III is on the level below and does not 
allow entry to postgraduate study. NZQA will again request information from Indonesia about their 
qualifications, in particular, to see examples of Diploma III and IV qualifications.   
 

 Comparison of the New Zealand Qualifications Framework (NZQF) and the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region Qualifications Framework (HKQF) 

 
NZQA and the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Education Bureau (HKEDB) are working 
together on a project to compare the national qualifications framework of both places. The 6th Joint 
Working Group meeting was held via skype on 4 October 2016. The meeting progressed discussion on 
the comparability of Level 6 and Level 8 (which includes Bachelor Honours Degrees) of the NZQF to the 
HKQF. There was agreement on the comparability of NZQF Level 6 to HKQF Level 4, but the levelling of 
NZQF Level 8 has yet to be agreed. 
 
The Joint Working Group agreed that the International Experts for both NZQA and HKEDB would review 
the papers presented on the best fit for the levelling of NZQF level 8 to the HKQF. The next Joint Working 
Group meeting is scheduled to take place in February 2017 and a joint report is expected to be 
completed by June 2017.  
 

Update on other jurisdictions  
 

 US 
The US Embassy asked for NZQA’s assistance in creating a series of informational videos about ITPs, 

NCEA and Degrees, for use by education providers and admissions officers. You will be able to view 

these videos on NZQA’s web site in the new year. 

 Commercial projects 

NZQA’s commercialisation programme now has a dozen projects in various stages of maturity in its 
pipeline. Work is underway with government agencies in the Middle East (Qatar), ASEAN (Thailand, 
Vietnam, Philippines) and the South Pacific (Fiji). Nascent opportunities have also been identified in 
Japan, Myanmar and Kazakhstan.  
 
NZQA works closely with other agencies including Education NZ, G2G Know How and MFAT to identify 
and then develop these projects.  
 
A number of other business development partnerships with education sector organisations are also in 
development. All the projects involve some element of capability building to establish or strengthen the 
running of national qualifications frameworks and the associated quality assurance systems and 
processes. 
 



 

 
 

An update was provided on our work with other jurisdictions including Bahrain, Colombia, Chile, Europe, 
Malaysia and Qatar.  
 

 New Zealand-China joint programmes 
 
The Education Office of the Chinese Embassy in Wellington and the Consulate offices in Auckland and 
Christchurch issue certificates to education providers in New Zealand which certify them as an NZQA 
approved, accredited and registered education provider.  This certificate is required for any New Zealand 
education provider wishing to participate in a cooperative or joint programme in China with a Chinese 
education provider.  All Chinese municipal governments must have this certificate in order to approve any 
joint China-foreign education programme.  There has been some confusion among some PTEs about the 
purpose of this certificate, believing the certificate was approval to be on the JSJ Study Abroad web site. 
 
(For further information about the processes and requirements for New Zealand-China joint programme 
applications, please refer to the article on eQuate http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-
us/publications/newsletters-and-circulars/equate/september-2016/.) 
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