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NZQA Assessment Support Material 

 
Unit standard 28061 

Title Read and demonstrate understanding of a range of extended written texts 
independently (EL) 

Level 4 Credits 5 Version 1 

 

Note 
The following guidelines are supplied to enable assessors to carry out valid and consistent 
assessment using this internal assessment resource. 

Assessors must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because learners 
may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.  This assessment 
resource without modification may mean that learners’ work is not authentic.  The assessor will 
need to change the context or topic to be investigated, or change to a different text to read or 
perform. 

 

Assessor guidelines 
 
Introduction 
 
Refer to the unit standard document for the outcome, evidence requirements and grading criteria. 
 

T H I S  U N I T  S T A N D A R D  C A N  B E  A W A R D E D  W I T H  A N  
A C H I E V E D  G R A D E  O N L Y .  
 

This unit standard has one outcome: 
 
Outcome 1: Read and demonstrate understanding of a range of extended written texts 

independently (EL) 
 
Range extended written text types may include but are not limited to – novels, collections of 

short stories, drama, poetry, articles, biographies, reference books, websites; 
 minimum of six texts, at least three of which are from different text types; 
 minimum of two texts with an established critical reputation. 
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E v i d e n c e  R e q u i r e m e n t s  

Reading log records the date of reading, title and author or source of each text.  Critical reputation 
is established for two texts.  Evidence of each text having been read and understood is included. 
 
Range evidence may include but is not limited to – evaluation of texts, identification of 

connections across texts, a comparison of the texts, making connections with prior 
knowledge. 

 
 
Conditions of assessment 
 
• All assessment activities must be conducted in English, which must not be the learner’s first 

language. 
• Learners may use an English dictionary, but not electronic devices, other than for word 

processing. 
• The assessor must be satisfied that the learner can demonstrate competence against the 

standard and has independently read the texts. 
• Evidence of reading having taken place independently must be verified for a sample of texts 

chosen from the learners’ reading log by the assessor.  This can be done by discussion or 
other appropriate method (refer to explanatory note 8). 

• Responses may contain textual or linguistic inaccuracies, but errors must not obscure meaning. 
• Texts must be chosen independently by the learner.  For further information on type and 

complexity of texts refer to explanatory note 9. 
 
Learning contexts 
 
Assessment of this standard must reflect the qualifier (general, workplace or academic) being 
studied.  It is suggested that the outcomes are assessed as part of an integrated unit of work 
relevant to the context of the learner.  It is recommended that this assessment be linked with other 
English Language unit standard assessments at this level.  This assessment activity should follow 
formative work in which the learners have had the opportunity to become familiar with the 
requirements of the standard. 
 
Notes for assessors 
 
• It is important that learners are familiar with the evidence requirements and the explanatory 

notes of the unit standard, including definitions. 
• The assessment schedule is for assessors only, and is not to be shared with learners during 

the assessment process. 
• Refer to your institution’s policies before offering a further assessment opportunity. 
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G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  r e a d i n g  

 

Evidence of reading having taken place must be verified for a sample chosen from the 
learners reading log. 
 
This can be done by discussion or another appropriate method e.g. in written form. 
 
Completion of reading logs will take place over an extended period of time. During that time 
randomly select texts from the learner’s reading log, and verify that the texts have been read. 
This should be done for at least two texts. 
 
Learners may do this orally, visually or by another appropriate method. If written verification is 
used, it could be linked to unit standard 28070 Write a response for a specific purpose (EL). 
 
If an oral response method of verification is selected, ensure that you: 
• ask a sufficient number of questions to establish that the texts have been read. 
• record the learner responses. 
• select questions that relate to the context of the reading completed. For example, if all of 

the reading is related to a specific are of study, it would be important to ask how helpful 
and relevant the text is. If the texts relate to a theme, it might be useful to ask how the 
texts relate to each other or the viewpoint of the author. 

 
Questions might include: 
 
1. What is the topic/theme of the text? 
2. Who are the main characters/participants in the text? 
3. What is interesting/relevant/important/useful in the text and why is this 

interesting/relevant/important/useful to you? 
4. What is the viewpoint of the author? Do you agree/disagree with the author? What are 

your reasons for saying this? 
5. Are there any ideas in this text that are similar or different to ideas in other texts you have 

read? 
6. Do you agree with the information or opinions put forward in this text? 
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Assessment Schedule 

 
Unit standard 28061 

Title Read and demonstrate understanding of a range of extended written texts independently (EL) 

Level 4 Credits 5 Version 1 

 

Evidence requirements Evidence statements Judgements statements 

 
Reading log records date of reading, 
gives title and author or source of 
each text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evidence that each text has been 
read is included. 
 
Range evidence may include but is 

not limited to evaluation of 
texts, identification of 
connections across texts, a 
comparison of the texts, 
making connections with 
prior knowledge. 

 
Reading log includes the following for each 
text: 
 
Date I completed reading the text:  12th 
May, 2013 
Title of text: Business @ the speed of 
thought 
Author: Bill Gates 
Type of text: non-fiction book– graded 
reader Penguin level 6 
Critical reputation: Bill Gates is the founder 
of Microsoft and a world business leader. 
 
A brief response is included for each text 
e.g. 
This text written by Bill Gates and explains 
how business works and why computers are 
such an important part of the business 
world. I found the book really interesting but 
think that you have to remember that Bill 
Gates has a particular approach to business 
that not everyone, including some 
governments, agrees with. 

 
Texts have 90% of the vocabulary from 2500 words or above 
(General Service List). 
 
A total of six extended texts have been read and recorded in a 
reading log. 
 
Texts are of at least three different types. 
 
 
 
Evidence of each text having been read is provided in a brief 
response that may be oral, visual or written. This could include 
one of the following: 
• evaluation of texts 
• identification of connections across texts 
• a comparison of the texts 
• making connections with prior knowledge. 
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Learner is able to answer questions about 
selected texts appropriately e.g. 
Lots of the information is useful but lots of 
other articles I have read, particularly on the 
web, have been very critical of Microsoft’s 
business practices and, because of this, I 
think it is important to remember that this is 
just one perspective. 

 


