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NZQA Assessment Support Material 

 
Unit standard 28070 

Title Write a response for a specific purpose (EL) 

Level 3 Credits 5 Version 1 

 

Note 
The following guidelines are supplied to enable assessors to carry out valid and consistent 
assessment using this internal assessment resource. 

Assessors must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because learners 
may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.  This assessment 
resource without modification may mean that learners’ work is not authentic.  The assessor will 
need to change the context or topic to be investigated, or change to a different text to read or 
perform. 

 

Assessor guidelines 
 
Instructions 
 
Refer to the unit standard document for the outcome, evidence requirements and grading criteria. 
 

T H I S  U N I T  S T A N D A R D  C A N  B E  A W A R D E D  W I T H  A N  
A C H I E V E D ,  M E R I T ,  O R  E X C E L L E N C E  G R A D E  
 

A W A R D  O F  G R A D E S  

• For award with Achieved, the specific purpose of the response is communicated. 

Content, structure and organisation of the response are generally appropriate to the specific 

purpose. 

Ideas or issues are described and developed.  

Text is generally coherent and cohesive. 

A limited range of language features and vocabulary is used. 

Meaning of the text is generally conveyed but may contain errors and inaccuracies. 
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A W A R D  O F  G R A D E S  

Range language features may include but are not limited to – complete simple, 

compound and complex sentences; verb forms, prepositional phrases; noun 

groups; pronoun forms; formal, objective language; connectives; comparative and 

contrastive adjectives and adverbs; punctuation. 

• For award with Merit, the specific purpose of the response is communicated clearly. 

Content, structure and organisation are appropriate to the specific purpose. 

Ideas or issues are explained and connections made to personal experience. 

Text is coherent and cohesive with minor lapses. 

A range of language features and vocabulary is used. 

Meaning of text is conveyed with minor inaccuracies. 

• For award with Excellence, ideas or issues are well developed and connections made to 

previous learning and understanding. 

Text is coherent and cohesive with minimal lapses. 

A wide range of language features and vocabulary is used. 

Meaning of text is conveyed with minimal inaccuracies. 

 

This unit standard has one outcome: 
 
Outcome 1: Write a response for a specific purpose (EL) 
 
Range two texts each of 200 - 300 words, each written for a different specific purpose, 

assessed on separate occasions. 

 
Conditions of assessment 
 
• All assessment activities must be conducted in English, which must not be the learner’s first 

language. 
• Learners may use an English dictionary, but not electronic devices, other than for word 

processing. 
• Learner’s writing competence must be assessed after they have been given the opportunity to 

edit and proofread their work. 
• Learner’s drafts and relevant resource materials or a list of resources must be attached as part 

of the completed assessment. 
• The assessor must be satisfied that the learner can independently demonstrate competence 

against the unit standard. 
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Learning contexts 
 
Assessment of this standard must reflect the qualifier (general, workplace or academic) being 
studied. Topics must be related to contexts that are relevant to the learner. This assessment 
activity should follow formative work in which the learners have had the opportunity to become 
familiar with each topic, question types and vocabulary. It is recommended that this assessment be 
linked with other level 3 English Language unit standard assessments. 
 
Notes for assessors 
 
• It is important that learners are familiar with the evidence requirements and the explanatory 

notes of the unit standard, including definitions. 
• Each of the two texts should be assessed at separate times as part of a wider area of study. 
• Between drafts, assessors can make global comments to advise learners that their writing may 

need further work on ideas, language, structure or accuracy in spelling and punctuation, but 
should not indicate or correct specific errors or inaccuracies. 

• Learners can use the checklist to ensure they meet all of the performance criteria. 
• The assessment schedule is for assessors only, and is not to be shared with learners during 

the assessment process. 
• Refer to your institution’s policies before offering a further assessment opportunity. 
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Assessment Schedule 

 
Unit standard 28070 

Title Write a response for a specific purpose (EL) 

Level 3 Credits 5 Version 1 

 
In order to complete this standard, learners must successfully write two texts.  
 

Evidence/Judgements for achievement Evidence/Judgements for achievement with 
merit 

Evidence/Judgements for achievement with 
excellence 

The specific purpose of the response is 
communicated. Content, structure and 
organisation are generally appropriate to the 
specific purpose. 
 
This means that the reason for the text is stated 
in the introduction e.g. The short film ‘Working 
Day’ was created by Andres Borghi as part of a 
contest planned by Tourism New Zealand. This 
response will focus on… 
 
Text content, structure and organisation follow 
conventions for a response text with some 
lapses e.g. Text begins with an introduction, 
followed by paragraphs arranged in a logical 
order and ending with a conclusion summarising 
main ideas or issues covered. 

The specific purpose of the response is 
communicated clearly. Content, structure and 
organisation are appropriate to the specific 
purpose. 
 
This means that the specific purpose of the 
response is clear to the reader throughout the 
text. 
 
 
 
Text content, structure and organisation follow 
conventions for a response text. 

 

Ideas or issues are described and developed. 
 

Ideas or issues are explained and connections 
made to personal experience. 

Ideas or issues are well developed and 
connections made to previous learning and 
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This means that ideas or issues are described 
and followed with supporting detail e.g.  
 
I was interested that the main character is not 
from New Zealand. He had a different accent 
and did not seem to know about the Māori 
customs. 

 
This means that the reason for ideas or issues 
is given and linked to the writer’s personal 
context and understanding of them. 
 
I was very impressed by the story, which was 
interesting because it was a humorous view of 
how New Zealand was made. It reminded me of 
the stories we have in our culture to explain how 
the world was created. 

understandings. 
 
This means that the writer shows a deeper 
understanding of ideas and issues by 
supporting them with evidence and examples 
and making connections to previous learning 
and understandings e.g. 
 
At another level the film explored what can 
happen when people from different cultures 
meet for the first time. They didn’t understand 
each other’s language or customs and this 
nearly resulted in conflict. However, this is 
resolved when… 

Text is generally coherent and cohesive. 
 
This means that the text is understandable most 
of the time with some of the following cohesive 
devices used correctly most of the time. 
 
Cohesive devices may include: 
- conjunctions e.g. and, but, or 
- pronoun reference e.g.  it, he, them 
- substitution e.g. There are differences 

between the camera angle used for the 
working man and the one used for the 
Maori. 

- ellipsis e.g. There are many different 
creation stories. The (creation) story which 
is most commonly known is…. 

- connectives e.g. however, also 
 

Text is coherent and cohesive with minor 
lapses. 
 
This means that ideas are presented in a clear 
and comprehensible manner and are linked 
between and within some paragraphs or 
sections using cohesive devices, with some 
inaccuracies. 

Text is coherent and cohesive with minimal 
lapses. 
 
This means that the text is clear and flows 
smoothly with cohesive devices used correctly 
to link ideas between paragraphs or sections 
and within paragraphs/sections or between 
headings. Any inaccuracies made do not affect 
meaning. 

A limited range of language features is used. 
 
This means that evidence is present that the 

A range of language features is used. 
 
This means that evidence is present that the 

A wide range of language features is used. 
 
This means that language features are selected 
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student can use sufficient language features to 
communicate ideas. 
Language features may include: 
- complete simple, compound and complex 

sentences. 
- verb forms e.g. the creator of the film 

presents us with….It made me feel…It will 
be interesting to see what happens… 

- prepositional phrases e.g. onto the mountain 
tops 

- noun groups e.g. the green bush 
- pronoun forms e.g. he, it, them, those 
- formal objective language e.g. it is expected 

that… 
- connectives e.g. Similarly…. However…. 
- Comparative and contrastive adjectives and 

adverbs e.g. more dangerous / less 
dangerous; more carefully / less carefully 

- correct punctuation e.g. capitals, full stops, 
commas. 

student can select appropriate language 
features to communicate ideas effectively. 
 

and used to communicate ideas precisely and 
fluently. 
 

A limited range of vocabulary is used. 
 
This means that there is evidence the student  
can use sufficient vocabulary to communicate 
ideas e.g. 
 
- correct meaning of vocabulary e.g. The tribe 

gave a challenge…. 
- correct grammatical form of vocabulary e.g. I 

was challenged in my thinking about… 
- specialised vocabulary e.g. icons, symbols, 

cross-cultural communication, te whero, 
moko 

 

A range of vocabulary is used. 
 
This means there is evidence the student can: 
select sufficient vocabulary (including some 
specialised vocabulary) to communicate ideas 
effectively. 

A wide range of vocabulary is used. 
 
This means there is evidence the student can: 
select precise vocabulary (including specialised 
vocabulary) to communicate ideas effectively. 

Meaning of the text is generally conveyed but Meaning of text is conveyed with minor Meaning of text is conveyed with minimal 
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may contain errors and inaccuracies. 
 
Errors refer to consistent use of incorrect 
language features. Inaccuracies refer to 
incidental errors in text structure, language 
features and vocabulary, spelling and 
punctuation. 

inaccuracies. 
 
Minor inaccuracies refer to some incidental 
errors in text structure, language features and 
vocabulary, spelling and punctuation. 

inaccuracies. 
 
Minimal inaccuracies refer to a few incidental 
errors in text structure, language features and 
vocabulary, spelling and punctuation. 

 


