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Introduction and objective
The New Zealand Qualifications Authority (NZQA) is seeking feedback from Tertiary
Education Organisations (TEOs) on the current Offshore Programme Delivery Rules 2012
(Offshore Rules) settings and on the update of the Offshore Programme Delivery Guidelines
2012 (the Guidelines).
NZQA’s objective is to enable providers to deliver offshore, while preserving the high-quality
reputation of New Zealand’s qualifications.
The goal of this survey is, firstly, to obtain feedback on the settings of the current Offshore
Rules. Secondly, and while we work with the sector on possible changes to the Offshore
Rules in the medium term, NZQA would like to update the current Guidelines to enhance their
usefulness.

International education offshore delivery context
The emerging space of transnational education is relatively young and dynamic.
Internationally, there has been a 50% growth in the last four years; with the global pool of
mobile international students forecast to grow to around 8 million by 20251. While countries
such as England and Australia2 have had a strong presence offshore, New Zealand has had
only modest growth in offshore delivery. The government’s aspirations are set out in the
Leadership Statement for International Education (Goal 2):
“New Zealand will, over the next 15 years: develop and sustain mutually beneficial education
relationships with key partner countries…, increase annual revenues from providing education
services offshore to at least $0.5 billion, increase the number of international students
enrolled in providers offshore, from 3,000 to 10,000”.
Between April 2012 and July 2016, NZQA received 27 applications for offshore programme
delivery3. Programmes approved cover a wide range of disciplines and countries4. A recent
report shows the revenue from New Zealand’s education services delivered offshore rose to
$171 million last year, an increase from an estimated $104 million in 20125.
TEOs’ interest in offshore delivery is expected to continue to increase. This document is a
further step in obtaining TEO’s feedback on the policy settings that may be required in the
future to support that growth.

Feedback request and timeframe
Please provide your feedback by completing this survey before 14 October 2016.
NZQA intends to publish updated Guidelines by the end of December 2016.
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