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Welcome
FUTURE STATE NEWSBYTE – AUGUST 2016

Welcome to Newsbyte, NZQA’s monthly electronic newsletter designed to keep schools and key 

sector bodies up-to-date with our Future State work.

Dr Karen Poutasi, Chief Executive

1

Please send all information to future.state@nzqa.govt.nz.

Digital Assessment Transformation
 2016 key dates

Digitally enabled pedagogy

In mid-July I conducted two seminars at the New Zealand School Trustees Association annual conference and 

discussed digitally enabled pedagogy, and what NZQA’s response is to this. This year’s conference focused on how 

Boards of Trustees can shift what they are doing to create a culture in our schools that accelerates educational success 

for every learner. 

Sample assessments for the 2016 NCEA digital Pilot examinations (Level 1 Classical Studies, English, French and  

Media Studies) can now be accessed from the NZQA website. Your feedback on these will inform future developments 

in the NCEA digital Trials and Pilots. There is also an online general knowledge quiz that you can use to test the 

capacity of your school’s infrastructure by having groups of students undertake the quiz at the same time . The quiz will 

be available on the sample assessments web page from 8 August 2016.

We have asked you for a lot of information recently . For that reason, we have extended some of the due dates, as 

outlined below. The information you provide in the Digital Readiness Survey is really important for us, as it will enable 

us to understand the broader digital landscape in schools and how we work with you as we step into digital assessment. 

We also need to know if your school will be using Network for Learning’s (N4L) Tahi solution. Tahi has been developed 

specifically for the education sector and enables single sign-on to a range of sector applications. N4L will provide direct 

support to those schools wanting to use it. The use of Tahi will help us to test our ability to integrate with an identity and 

access management (IAM) platform on a significant scale.

Finally, we have created a new webpage specifically for the 2016 NCEA digital Trials and Pilots. This contains all the 

information you need to stay abreast of the project. Visit our new page for more information, or email 

future.state@nzqa.govt.nz.

Network for Learning’s (N4L) Tahi solution.

future.state@nzqa.govt.nz.

website

sample assessments web page

Digital Readiness Survey 

new page 

future.state@nzqa.govt.nz.

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/future-state/what-s-coming-up/
http://www.n4l.co.nz/tahi/
mailto:future.state@nzqa.govt.nz
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/future-state/digital-assessment-2016-trials-and-pilots/sample-assessments-for-students/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/future-state/digital-assessment-2016-trials-and-pilots/sample-assessments-for-students/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/digital-readiness
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/future-state/digital-assessment-2016-trials-and-pilots/
mailto:future.state@nzqa.govt.nz
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Literacy/Numeracy online assessment Trial and 

Pilot

As part of our commitment to enabling digital 

assessment, NZQA is partnering with the New 
Zealand Council for Educational Research to develop 

an online assessment for one literacy (Level 1 

US26624: Read texts with understanding) and one 
numeracy (Level 1 US26623: Use number to solve 

problems) unit standard.

NZQA has invited secondary schools and tertiary 

education organisations currently assessing these 
unit standards to participate in the online assessment 

Trial from 10 October 2016 to 21 October 2016, and 

a Pilot from 27 March to 13 April 2017. More 

information on the Literacy/Numeracy Trial and Pilot 

is available on our website. 

If your school is interested in participating in the 2016 

Trial and/or the 2017 Pilot, please complete the 

registration form and email this to 

future.state@nzqa.govt.nz. Registration for 
participation in the Trial and/or Pilot closes on Friday, 

23 September 2016.

Submitted Subjects

The 2016 Online Submission for Technology 

Standards Pilot is underway, with the opening of 

the registrations of interest in June 2016. Schools 
have until 30 September 2016 to register their 

interest in participating in the Pilot. 

The Pilot will operate from 17 October to 1 

November, when schools can digitally submit the 

Technology Standards. Submissions will be 

processed in the first week of November and 

marking will occur in November and December 

2016.

You can see the key learnings from the 2015 Pilot 

here. 

Note: In the last edition of the Future State 

Newsbyte, we said that the 2016 Pilot “will include 
“19 Digital Technology standards”. Please note that 

this should have read “19 Technology standards”, 

to refer to the subject not the method of 

transmission (digital). We apologise for any 

confusion this may have caused.

Procuring for digital assessment outcomes

The procurement process for our Digital 

Assessment Transformation, Procuring for Digital 
Assessment Outcomes project, has been formally 

launched to identify a solution(s) for digital 
assessment to be progressively implemented from 

the 2018 school year.

 NZQA held a supplier briefing on 7 July 2016, with 

around 40 supplier representatives in attendance. 

A pre-recorded video for the briefing is available 

on the Government Electronic Tenders System 

(GETS) with the Early Market Engagement Brief, 

and also on our website. 

New Zealand Qualifications 

Framework system and review

Designing the ‘Universal’ Record of 

Achievement

In May 2016, NZQA sought views on what an 

official electronic Record of Achievement might 

look like. 

The Record of Achievement will continue to 
record NCEAs and awards and, by 2017, the 

record will progressively display qualifications 
achieved across the 10 levels of the New 

Zealand Qualifications Framework (NZQF). 

We expect to present the final ‘Universal’ 

Record of Achievement (URoA) design in 

August 2016 and will provide an update on this 
project in the next Newsbyte.

Te Rautaki Māori 2012-2017

Mātauranga Māori qualifications – Field Māori

NZQA’s Māori Qualifications Services (MQS) 

team has been involved in the development of 

48 New Zealand mātauranga Māori 

qualifications listed on the NZQF, and 500 

assessment standards listed on Directory of 

Assessment Standards (DAS). These include a 

range of STEM (science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics) related 

standards. 

Field Māori is one of the classification fields for 

the DAS, giving national recognition to 

mātauranga Māori. Mātauranga Māori 

qualifications and Field Māori assessment 

standards cater specifically to Māori 

knowledge, skills and pedagogy, and support 

the transferability of Māori skills and knowledge 
within the national education system. 

As part of its support to education organisations 

for the uptake of mātauranga Māori standards 

and qualifications, MQS has developed a suite 

of Field Māori assessment resources.

Mātauranga Māori STEM resources are also 
progressively being made available online via 

the N4L forum Pond, to support kaiako who 
want to integrate mātauranga Māori into their 

teaching of STEM subjects. These additional 

resources have been developed by NZQA, Iwi, 

and other education organisations and have 

been further collated into a series of “buckets” 
of information that relate to specific Field Māori 

sub-fields:

 Mahinga Kai 

 Ngā Mahi a Te Whare Pora 

 Wāhi Tapu 

Additional information is also available on the 

Pond website. 

future.state@nzqa.govt.nz.

Level 1

 US26624: Read texts with understanding
Level 1 US26623: Use number to solve

problems

website

registration form

interest in participating in the Pilot

register their

here

website

official electronic Record of Achievement 

New

Zealand Qualifications Framework 

mātauranga Māori

qualifications

Field Māori

Field Māori assessment resources

Pond

Pond website

mailto:future.state@nzqa.govt.nz
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/qualifications/ncea/subjects/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy-and-numeracy-unit-standards/clarifications/unit-standard-26624/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/qualifications/ncea/subjects/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy-and-numeracy-unit-standards/clarifications/unit-standard-26624/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/qualifications/ncea/subjects/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy-and-numeracy-unit-standards/clarifications/unit-standard-26623/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/qualifications/ncea/subjects/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy-and-numeracy-unit-standards/clarifications/unit-standard-26623/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/future-state/literacy-and-numeracy-unit-standards-online-assessment/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/About-us/Future-State/LiteracyNumeracy-US-Online-Ass/Express-Interest/EoI-form-25-Jul-16.pdf
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/qualifications/ncea/subjects/technology/online-submission/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/qualifications/ncea/subjects/technology/online-submission/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/About-us/Future-State/Submitted-Subjects-Key-Learnings.pdf
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/future-state/procuring-for-digital-assessment-outcomes/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/future-state/universal-record-of-achievement/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/Studying-in-NZ/New-Zealand-Qualification-Framework/requirements-nzqf.pdf
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/Studying-in-NZ/New-Zealand-Qualification-Framework/requirements-nzqf.pdf
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/framework/explore/field-maori.do
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/framework/explore/field-maori.do
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/maori/maori-qualifications/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/maori/field-maori-assessment-support-materials/
https://www.pond.co.nz/detail/930303/field-māori-and-stem
https://www.pond.co.nz/detail/1078059/m%C4%81tauranga-m%C4%81ori-and-stem-teaching
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