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Offshore use of qualifications and programmes
Qualifications listed on the New Zealand Qualifications Framework (NZQF) can be used offshore. This
page provides information about the development of programmes and qualifications for use in countries
other than New Zealand.

NZQF Offshore Programme Delivery
Non-university providers proposing to deliver an NZQF qualification offshore must apply to NZQA for
programme approval and accreditation.
Applicants must also meet the NZQF Offshore Programme Delivery Rules, which ensure offshore
programmes have outcomes of comparable quality to programmes delivered in New Zealand.
See the Offshore programme delivery page for further information about and guidance for applications
for offshore programme delivery.

Qualifications at levels 1-6 for specific overseas requirements
New Zealand qualification developers can apply to NZQA to list a qualification at levels 1-6 on the NZQF
that meets particular offshore needs, but only where existing New Zealand qualifications are not suitable.
Any qualifications listed at levels 1-6 of the NZQF that meet specific overseas requirements will also
be listed on this page.
All qualifications for specific overseas requirements must meet the NZQF operational and listing rules
2012 (incorporating the 2013 Amendments).

Changes to the NZQF Operational and Listing Rules
Amendments to the rules to enable qualifications for overseas requirements came into effect on 8
November 2013.
For more information, see a fact sheet (PDF, 82KB) on qualifications for specific overseas requirements.

History of Offshore Delivery Feedback
2011 - Offshore Education Questionnaire Results
In 2011, NZQA circulated a questionnaire to providers on offshore education. The questionnaire sought
an understanding of the scale and type of current and potential future offshore education delivery.
See Offshore Education Questionnaire Results (PDF, 35KB)

2016 - Offshore Delivery Feedback Request
In September 2016, NZQA circulated a feedback document (PDF, 301KB) to providers which are eligible
to deliver offshore (Category One and Two).
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The goal of the survey is, firstly, to obtain feedback on the settings of the current Offshore Rules.
Secondly, NZQA would like to update the current Guidelines to enhance their usefulness.
The survey will be available until 14 October 2016. A summary of the feedback received will be
published here by the end of November 2016.
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