
       
Review of university entrance 2010 
 
Terms of Reference 
 
Purpose 
To review the common standard for entrance to New Zealand universities, known as 
university entrance, taking into account degree level provision at non-university 
providers.  Related issues, such as special admission for students without university 
entrance, will also be included within the review.  
 
Rationale 
The New Zealand Qualifications Authority (NZQA) is required under section 257 of the 
Education Act 1989 to set a common standard for entrance to university.  In doing so it 
must consult with the Council of each university and the New Zealand Vice-Chancellors’ 
Committee (NZVCC). 
 
The common standard for university entrance should provide evidence that a student has 
a reasonable chance of success at degree level study.  The current standard was last 
reviewed in 2005 /2006.  No changes (apart from the addition of subjects to the list of 
approved subjects) were made as a result of this review.  However, it was noted that the 
literacy requirements would need further work in the future.   
 
Universities believe that the current standard, as it applies to senior secondary students, is 
no longer meeting their or students’ needs and that the standard needs to be reviewed.   
 
As degrees are delivered by tertiary education organisations as well as universities the 
possibility of applying a common standard for entrance to all degree level study will be 
explored.  
 
Special admission (entry to university by students 20 years old and over without 
university entrance) is also related to entrance to university.  Therefore, special admission 
will also be addressed as part of this review, by the Ministry of Education. 
 
Process 
Analysis of a number of variables including students’ school and university level 
achievement and pathways will be undertaken.  Investigation of the effectiveness of the 
literacy and numeracy requirements will be conducted and the approved subject list will 
be revisited.  Analysis will cover all New Zealand degree level study (wherever it might 
occur).  Alongside this, international models of university admissions will be studied.  
Results of the analysis will inform any proposals to change and apply more widely the 
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existing university entrance common standard.  All proposals will be examined to ensure 
that they do not adversely impact any particular student population group.  
 
An advisory group will be formed to provide expert advice to the project working group.  
The advisory group will include knowledge holders from the university, wider tertiary 
education and senior secondary schooling sectors.  Following any decisions to change the 
existing common standard, consultation will be undertaken.  Finally, any agreed changes 
will be appropriately communicated to secondary school students, their parents and the 
schooling and tertiary education sectors. 
 
The review of university entrance will be undertaken within the context of all matters 
affecting entrance to university.  Any proposed legislative change resulting from the 
review will go through the standard parliamentary processes.  
 
Project working group 
The project working group will consist of staff from NZQA with some assistance being 
supplied from the Ministry of Education and the Tertiary Education Commission. 
 
Steering Group 
A steering group will be formed with representation from:  
 

• Ministry of Education 
• Tertiary Education Commission 
• New Zealand Qualifications Authority 
• New Zealand Vice-Chancellors’ Committee 
• polytechnics 
• private training establishments 
• wānanga 
• industry training organisations 
• secondary education 
• students  

 
Technical advisory group 
Knowledge holders from the following groups will be invited to join the advisory group: 
 

• universities  
• secondary schools 
• secondary school and university students 
• tertiary education sector including polytechnics, wānanga and private training 

establishments 
• New Zealand Vice-Chancellors’ Committee 
• New Zealand Qualifications Authority 
• Ministry of Education 
• Tertiary Education Commission 
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Consultation 
Consultation on any agreed recommendations will occur with NZVCC and the Councils 
of each university (as required by legislation).  Consultation will include the sectors that 
advisory members are drawn from.  As well, parents and other relevant groups (such as 
Career Services and Education New Zealand) will be consulted.  This process will be 
detailed in the project plan. 
 
Recommendations 
A detailed project plan will be produced, agreed and utilised ensuring that any changes 
proposed will be finalised, agreed and advised to the senior secondary schooling and 
tertiary education sectors before students begin their year 11 study in 2011.  This will 
allow sufficient notice for the students that would be affected by any change coming into 
force in 2013 (for entrance to the 2014 study year).  This timing aligns with the 
implementation of the revised curriculum standards. 
 
Evaluation 
Any changes recommended, and approved for implementation, will be monitored to 
ensure that they produce the required result and meet the needs of students, those 
delivering degree programmes and the government.  Regular monitoring will continue to 
determine if and when another review might be required. 
 
Interdependency 
 
International tertiary admission ranking system (ITARS) 
NZQA uses a process (ITARS) which converts Year 13 NCEA Level 3 results to a 
ranking score for the purposes of entry to overseas universities.  Consultation will be 
undertaken to consider whether this process might also have a domestic use for student 
entry to university. 
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