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Development and review of ECE unit standards at levels 2 – 4 
 

Purpose of the consultation 

NZQA National Qualifications Services (NQS) invites you to give feedback on a suite of 
proposed unit standards developed for use as assessment tools for New Zealand Early 
Childhood Education (ECE) qualifications at Levels 2, 3 and 4, and the impact of proposed 
replacement relationships on reviewed ECE unit standards. 
 
The standards have been developed to align with graduate profile outcomes of the 
following qualifications: 
 

 NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Learning and Care (Level 2) (40 credits) [Ref: 2848] 

 NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 3) (60 credits) [Ref: 2849] 

 NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 4) (60 credits) [Ref: 2850] 

 
The project has primarily developed new unit standards to fill identified gaps, and existing 
ECE unit standards were reviewed as appropriate.  The review aligns the proposed unit 
standards to each qualification’s graduate profile outcomes in content and credit value. 
 
There are three key aspects to the consultation, and we are seeking feedback on: 
 
1. The proposed new ECE standards that align with the new qualifications; 
2. The reviewed current ECE standards (many of which are proposed to be replaced by 

new standards), and use of these outside of expiring qualifications. 
3. The use of Level 5 and 6 ECE unit standards, and all Pacific Island ECE unit 

standards, to determine demand for developing and reviewing these standards. 

 
This document sets out the details of the consultation as well as providing some 
background on the review process.  The appendices are designed to provide helpful 
summaries of information, and include the landscape of proposed standards towards the 
new qualifications (including what standards they replace), and lists of proposed changes 
to current standards.   
 
This document is further supported by the new unit standard documents themselves. 
These can be found on the ECE unit standards review consultation page, accessible from 
the NZQA website at http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/consultations-and-
reviews/development-and-review-of-ece-unit-standards/. 
 
The consultation is open for three weeks, closing noon Monday 19 September 2016.   
 

Review working group 

Applications were sought for working group membership to review and develop standards 
associated with the ECE qualifications at Levels 2 - 4.  The group was selected in June 
2015, with members collectively having the necessary ECE skills and experience with 
target learners, qualification development, and unit standard assessment.  They represent 
a range of stakeholders from PTEs, ITPs, secondary schools, professional associations, 
and moderators.  This review was further supported by an email support network. 
 
Specialist Māori input is required for one graduate profile outcome in each of the new 
qualifications, and a working group is being convened to consider these and develop 
standards as appropriate.  These unit standards are not yet available. 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/nqfdocs/quals/doc/2848.doc
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/nqfdocs/quals/doc/2849.doc
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/nqfdocs/quals/doc/2850.doc
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/consultations-and-reviews/development-and-review-of-ece-unit-standards/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/consultations-and-reviews/development-and-review-of-ece-unit-standards/
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Review approach  

The working group met August 2015 to develop a landscape of unit standards to align with 
the graduate profile outcomes of the three qualifications.  This landscape was circulated to 
the email support network, and feedback considered to adjust the landscape and develop 
the proposed standards. 
 
The working group identified the skills and knowledge needed to ensure that learners 
could meet the graduate profile outcomes in each qualification.  There was a particular 
focus on how to define the distinction between the qualifications and what this means for 
expectations of what is covered at each level.  The working group then considered 
whether existing standards could be reviewed to cover those skills and knowledge, but 
primarily developed new standards (in many cases informed by existing standards) to 
ensure a better fit with the new qualifications, in both content and credit value.   
 
The working group met several times between August 2015 and July 2016 to develop the 
proposed standards for each qualification, further informed by feedback from the email 
support network for this review.    
 

Review impact on existing standards  

Appendix 1 provides a summary of the landscape of proposed ECE unit standards by 
qualification.  It includes the graduate profile outcomes from the qualifications, and 
proposed replacement relationships with current ECE standards.  
 
In the development of new unit standards for these New Zealand qualifications, duplication 
of content was identified with some existing unit standards.  These unit standards were 
therefore reviewed and are proposed to be replaced by the new standards, or 
recommended for expiry without replacement on 31 December 2019.   
 
All current ECE unit standards at Levels 2-4 have been reviewed, and the unit standards in 
bold are proposed to expire.  
 

Subfield Domain ID 

Early 

Childhood 

Education 

and Care 

Early Childhood: 

Educational Theory and 

Practice 

9302, 10013, 10019, 10020-10024, 10026, 

26707, 26708, 26709, 26711, 26712, 27145 

Early Childhood: Family, 

Whānau, Community, 

and Society 

20406, 20407, 27146 

Early Childhood: 

Professional Practice 

10032, 12736, 26715, 26716 

 

Some reviewed unit standards are being retained.  Changes proposed include: 

 Unit standard 10019 changing from 4 credits to 3 credits 

 Unit standard 26707 changing from 6 credits to 4 credits 

 Unit standard 26708 changing from 5 credits to 4 credits 
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The remainder of current ECE (Level 5 and 6) and PIECE unit standards will be reviewed 

as part of the maintenance cycle.   

 
Appendix 2 is a list of current ECE unit standards by ID number and shows the proposed 
category of change.  Appendix 3 is the detailed list of reviewed unit standards and 
proposed replacement relationships with the new standards.   
 

The survey 

We are seeking feedback on: 
 

1. The proposed new ECE standards that align with the new qualifications. 

There are survey questions seeking your input on the set of draft standards for each of 
the three qualifications, particularly: 

 Issues/comments, and suggestions for improvement for each standard 

 Accuracy of alignment of the standards with the qualification outcomes and 
conditions (any gaps or suggested additional standards?) 

 Any overall comments.  
 
2. The reviewed current ECE standards (many of which are proposed to be replaced by 

new standards), and uses of these outside of expiring qualifications. 

There are survey questions seeking your input on the review impact on existing 
standards, particularly proposed expiry and replacement relationships and: 

 The use of current ECE standards outside of programmes towards expiring National 
or local qualifications 

 Whether the proposed expiry date of 31 December 2019 for current ECE standards 
(where a replacement relationship is identified from the proposed new standards) 
poses any issues for attainability of qualifications 

 Reasons for not expiring specified existing standards as proposed. 
 
3. The use of Level 5 and 6 ECE unit standards, and all Pacific Island ECE unit standards 

to determine demand for developing and reviewing these standards. 
 

Considerations before responding to the consultation  

In most cases new standards have been developed for each qualification, informed by 
existing unit standards and in some cases merging or modifying existing standards.   
 
The intent is to expire replaced standards on 31 December 2019, to coincide with the 
expiring National and local qualifications that have been replaced as a result of the 
Mandatory Review of ECE qualifications.   
 
Some standards may contribute to more than one qualification outcome, and/or to more 
than one qualification.  The proposed new standards are available from links on the review 
consultation webpage.  
 
When considering the draft standards and your feedback, you may wish to consider the 
following prompt questions, and the QA criteria for listing unit standards on the DAS 
(http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/development-of-assessment-standards/listing-
unit-standards/): 
 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/qualifications/early-childhood-education-qualifications/review-of-ece-qualifications/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/consultations-and-reviews/development-and-review-of-ece-unit-standards/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/development-of-assessment-standards/listing-unit-standards/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/development-of-assessment-standards/listing-unit-standards/
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a Title of the standard Does the title accurately reflect the significant 

outcomes that the unit standard recognises?  

b Classification Is the content of the unit standard consistent with the 

ECE subfield and proposed domain? 

c Levels How well do the outcomes and evidence requirements 

of the standards match the level descriptors?  Do the 

standards capture appropriate step-ups between the 

levels? 

d Credit value How appropriate are the credits allocated to the unit 

standard (credits reflect a notional 10 hours of 

learning, practice, and assessment time with respect 

to the outcomes and contexts of the unit standard)? 

e Explanatory Notes How well do these assist in the interpretation of the 

unit standard and/or increase the likelihood of 

consistent assessment? 

f Outcome statements How well do these describe what has to be achieved? 

g Evidence requirements How well do these specify the quality of the critical 

evidence required to meet the outcomes? 

h Range statements How well do these distinguish the items that need to 

be considered and whether a sufficient breadth of 

evidence is required? 

i Replacement relationships What impact will expiring existing standards have, 

outside of programmes leading to the expiring 

National Certificates? 

j Connection to the qualifications How well do the standards collectively meet the 

graduate profile outcomes in each qualification?  Are 

there any gaps or suggestions for additional 

standards? 

 

Responding to the consultation - by 19 September 2016 

The list of consultation questions is included in the survey and feedback form at the end of 
this document (Appendix 4), and the feedback form is also available to download from the 
review webpage.  You may choose to respond to some or all of the consultation questions, 
or alternatively you can provide general feedback or comment on any other matter related 
to the review.      
 
This consultation closes at noon on Monday 19 September 2016.  Please return the 
completed consultation form and/or any other feedback about the review, to email: 
ece.review@nzqa.govt.nz.  

 
The feedback will be used by NQS and the review working group to further refine the 
standards to ensure that they meet the needs of the sector before being submitted for 
quality assurance. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to consider the ECE standards and to provide feedback to 
inform the review.  We value your input. 

mailto:computing.review@nzqa.govt.nz
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Appendix 1: Landscape of proposed ECE unit standards towards new NZ qualifications at Levels 2 - 4 

Level 2 Early childhood learning and care – overview and landscape of proposed unit standards August 2016 

The purpose of the Level 2 qualification is for graduates to have developed early childhood learning and life skills, with a primary focus on parenting roles or as support 

for carers of infants, toddlers and/or young children.  The caregiver focus rather than an ECE service focus is reflected in the standards that have been reviewed and 

developed.  At level 2, reference to ECE service has been removed, and young children or the language of the qualification title has been used in places.  

 Ten Level 2 standards are proposed, plus a current optional First Aid standard (25459 - for home-based early childhood).  Unit standard/s for qualification 

graduate profile outcome 6 (GPO6) are not yet available. 

 Some standards contribute to more than one qualification outcome, so don’t directly match the indicative credits for each qualification graduate profile outcome.  

GPO1 & GPO2 are +/- 2 credits, and proposed standards total 40 credits overall, excluding optional first aid standard/s. 

 Mainly new standards have been developed, informed in some cases by merging or modifying current unit standards.  

 Replacement of seven current standards, proposed to be expired December 2019 – 10020, 10021, 10022, 10023, 10024, 26711, 26712.  

Landscape of proposed unit standards towards the NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Learning and Care (Level 2) (40 credits) [Ref: 2848]  

Qualification graduate profile outcome (GPO) Unit standard ID Title – Unit standards Level Credits Replacing 

GPO1  (12 + 2 = 14 + 1 optional credit: 2 credits over see GPO2) 

Contribute to an environment that provides for the holistic 
wellbeing and care of infants, toddlers, and young children. 

(12 Credits) 

Programmes must include: 

 basic needs of children;  

 attachment patterns. 

 

 

 

 

L2 EC 1a  
Basic needs & 
nutrition  

Describe the basic needs and nutrition that support 
young children’s holistic wellbeing and 
development.   

 

2 4 10021 & 26712 
replaced by part 
L2 EC 1a &  
L3 ECE 2b 

L2 EC 1b  

Health & wellbeing  

Demonstrate knowledge of health issues and 
services available to enhance the wellbeing of 
young children. 

2 3 10024  
replaced by part 
L2 EC 1b &  
L3 ECE 2a 

L2 EC 1c 
Hygiene and 
Safety 

Describe personal and environmental hygiene and 
safety practices for the care of young children. 

2 2 10020 

L2 EC 1d 
Attachment 
relationships 

Demonstrate knowledge of attachment relationships 
and supporting transitions for young children.    

2 3 10022 & 10023 
(part) 

L2 EC 1e  

Care practices – 
infants & toddlers 

Describe and demonstrate care practices for infants 
and toddlers. 

 

2 2  

25459 (optional) Provide first aid for young children. 2 1  
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Landscape of proposed unit standards towards the NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Learning and Care (Level 2) (40 credits) [Ref: 2848]  

Qualification graduate profile outcome (GPO) Unit standard ID Title – Unit standards Level Credits Replacing 

GPO2    (12 - 2 = 10 credits:  2 credits spare for GPO1) 

Provide and reflect on play experiences using introductory 
knowledge of child development and of how children learn 
through play. 
(12 Credits) 

Programmes must include: 

 creating an environment for play;  

 strategies for fostering social competence. 

L2 EC 2a 
Learning & 
development 

Describe patterns of young children’s development 
and learning. 
 

2 5  

L2 EC 2b  
Play experiences 

Provide and reflect on the value of play experiences 
for a child’s development and learning.              

 

2 5     

GPO3   

Identify own values and beliefs to inform practice in relation 
to learning and care of children.  
(4 Credits) 

Programmes may include: 

 personal journey and growth, and understanding of 
resilience;  

 whakapapa and/or heritage/family history. 

L2 EC 3   
Values & beliefs 

Identify own values and beliefs that inform personal 
approach to the learning and care of young 
children.  

 

2 4  

GPO4  

Communicate to develop respectful relationships in an early 
childhood learning and care setting.  
(6 Credits) 

Programmes must include whanaungatanga/relationships 
concepts, self-awareness, and strategies for relationships 
with others. 

L2 EC 4   
Relationships & 
behaviour 

 

Describe strategies and practices used to develop 
respectful relationships and to guide behaviour in 
young children. 

 

2 6  

GPO5  

Identify support services and networks available in the 
community to assist children and families.  
(3 Credits) 

Programmes must include: 

 recognising when to seek help;  
 basic personal budgeting. 

 

L2 EC 5  
Support services 

Identify and describe services available in the 
community to support young children and families.  

 

2 3 26711  
replaced by part 
L4 ECE 7 &  
L2 EC 5  

GPO6  

Use introductory te reo Māori, and tikanga to support the 
learning and care of children  
(3 Credits) 

L2 EC 6  
(Field: Māori) 

NEWL2? 

 

 2 3  
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Level 3 Early childhood education - overview and landscape of proposed unit standards August 2016   

The purpose of the Level 3 qualification is for graduates to have developed introductory early childhood education (ECE) skills, and this focus is reflected in the 

standards that have been reviewed and developed. The qualification is intended for people who can participate in the education and care of infants, toddlers, and 

young children in an entry-level carer role in a range of early childhood contexts, and/or who can proceed to further study. 

 Fifteen standards are proposed, including one proposed Level 2 standard (L2 EC 1e), four reviewed current standards (10013, 10019, 26707, 26708), and an 

optional First Aid standard for home-based ECE (25459).  Unit standard/s for qualification graduate profile outcome 8 (GPO8) are not yet available. 

 Mainly new standards have been developed, informed in some cases by merging or modifying reviewed current unit standards.  

 Some standards may contribute to more than one qualification graduate profile outcome (GPO), so don’t directly match the indicative credits for each GPO.  e.g. 

L2 EC 1e Describe and demonstrate care practices for infants and toddlers is intended to contribute to both GPO1 & 2, so one credit from each.  The spare 

credit from both GPO4 & GPO7 proposed unit standards balances GPO3 which was 2 credits over the indicative credits.   

 Replacement of eleven current standards, proposed to be expired December 2019 – 10021, 10024, 10026, 10032, 20406, 20407, 26709, 26712, 26715, 27145, 

27146. 

Landscape of proposed unit standards towards the NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 3) (60 credits) [Ref: 2849] 

Qualification graduate profile outcome (GPO) Unit standard ID  Title – Unit standards Level Credits Replace/Review 

GPO1 (20 - 1 = 19cr + 1 cr towards L2 EC 1e : GPO1&2 

Use introductory knowledge of children’s learning and 
development, and the bicultural nature of the New Zealand 
early childhood curriculum framework Te Whāriki, within own 
culturally responsive practice. 

(20 credits) 

Programmes must include 

 Holistic development of children, including attachment 
relationships and transitions 

 Value of play and observation, and the role of the adult 

 learning plans - developed, implemented and evaluated 
under guidance 

L3 ECE 1a  
Learning & 
Development  
= L4 ECE 1b 
 

Demonstrate knowledge of children’s 
development and learning and its relevance to an 
ECE service. 

3 5 10026 
 

L3 ECE 1b 

Observation & learning 
plan 
 

Develop, implement, and evaluate a learning plan 
based on observation of a child in an ECE 
service.  

3 5 27145 & 26709 

L3 ECE 1c  
Attachment & 
transitions 
 

Describe and compare attachment theories and 
behaviours, and support transitions in an ECE 
service.  

3 3  

10013 - L3 ECE 1d 
Te Whāriki 

Explain the relevance of the New Zealand Early 
Childhood Curriculum, Te Whāriki, as a 
framework for ECE programme development. 

3 2 10013  
(Review Cat B)  

26707 - L3 ECE 1e 

Play 

Describe the value of play and create resources 
for children's development and learning in an ECE 
service. 

3 4 26707 
(Review Cat B - 
6cr to 4 cr) 

GPO2 (9 + 2 = 11cr with 1 cr ex GPO1 towards L2 EC 1e: 

GPO1&2; also opt first aid standard +1cr) 
L3 ECE 2a 

Health & wellbeing 

Promote the health and holistic wellbeing of 
children in an ECE service. 

3 4 10024  
(replaced by part  
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Landscape of proposed unit standards towards the NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 3) (60 credits) [Ref: 2849] 

Qualification graduate profile outcome (GPO) Unit standard ID  Title – Unit standards Level Credits Replace/Review 

Contribute to an environment that provides for the health and 
holistic wellbeing of infants, toddlers, and young children, in 
compliance with requirements specific to the early childhood 
education and care setting.   

 (10 Credits) 

Programmes must include 

 emotional and cultural safety; 

 basic needs – nutrition; hygiene; physical; hazard and risk 
management; and environmental safety. 

 

 L2 EC 1b &  
L3 ECE 2a) 

L3 ECE 2b 

Nutrition 

Demonstrate knowledge of, apply and reflect on 
age-related nutrition needs for a child in an ECE 
service. 

3 2 26712 & 10021 
replaced by part 
L2 EC 1a &  
L3 ECE 2b  

10019 - L3 ECE 2c 

Safety 

Describe and contribute to safe practices and a 
safe environment for children in an ECE service. 

3 3 10019 
(Review Cat B -  
4 cr to 3 cr) 

L2 EC 1e  
Care practices – 
infants & toddlers 

Describe and demonstrate care practices for 
infants and toddlers. 

2 2  

25459 (optional) Provide first aid for young children. 2 1  

GPO3 (7+2 credits = 9cr: 1 credits from each of GPO4 & GPO7) 

Develop and maintain respectful relationships with children, 
families, whanau, and colleagues using a range of 
communication strategies and social competence in an early 
childhood education and care setting. 

(7 Credits) 

Social competence may include empathy, acceptance, 
listening to and responding to children, guiding children’s 
behaviour, and setting boundaries. 

L3 ECE 3a 

Diversity and 
communications 

Demonstrate knowledge of diverse 
whānau/families and use a range of effective 
communication strategies in an ECE service. 

 

3 5 20406 & 20407 

26708 - L3 ECE 3b 
Relationships 

Develop respectful, reciprocal and responsive 
relationships with children in an ECE service.   

3 4 26708 
(Review Cat B – 
5cr to 4 cr) 

GPO4  (5 - 1 credits  – to GPO3) 

Demonstrate knowledge of, and reflect on, professional 
behaviours and strategies to manage personal health and 
wellbeing in an early childhood setting.  

(5 Credits) 

Self-reflection may include resilience, goal setting, self-
regulation. 

L3 ECE 4 

Prof behaviour & 
personal wellbeing 

Demonstrate professional behaviour and use 
strategies to manage personal health and 
wellbeing in an ECE service.  

3 4 26715  

GPO5  

Demonstrate knowledge of ethical responsibility in relation to 
own values and beliefs to guide practice in an early childhood 
setting.   (3 Credits) 

L3 ECE 5 

Ethics 

Demonstrate knowledge of ethical responsibility to 
guide practice in an early childhood setting.  

3 3 10032 
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Landscape of proposed unit standards towards the NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 3) (60 credits) [Ref: 2849] 

Qualification graduate profile outcome (GPO) Unit standard ID  Title – Unit standards Level Credits Replace/Review 

GPO6  

Identify and describe legislation, regulations, community and 
government services to assist in the operation of an early 
childhood education and care setting  

(4 Credits) 

Services may include but are not limited to Ministry of 
Education, Education Review Office, Ministry of Social 
Development (WINZ, CYF), Ministry of Health/Crown Health 
Authorities, Iwi organisations, Education Council, Plunket. 

L3 ECE 6 

Legislation, regulations, 
Treaty 

= L4 ECE 6c 

Demonstrate knowledge of te Tiriti o Waitangi, 
legislation and organisations relevant to ECE 
services in New Zealand.  

3 4 27146 
replaced by part 
L3 ECE 6 &  
L3 ECE 7  

GPO7 (4 – 1 credits – to GPO3) 

Describe a range of ECE services and philosophies to inform 
understanding of diverse early childhood education and care 
contexts in Aotearoa New Zealand.  

(4 Credits) 

Philosophies may include but are not limited to Kohanga Reo, 
Pasifika-based, Montessori, Rudolf Steiner, Kindergarten, 
Christian-based, Resources for Infant Educarers (R.I.E.), Reggio 
Emilia, Language nests, Playcentre, Forest Kindergartens. 

L3 ECE 7 

Philosophies & 
services 

Describe a range of services and philosophies to 
inform understanding of diverse ECE contexts in 
Aotearoa New Zealand.  

3 3 27146 
replaced by part 
L3 ECE 6 &  
L3 ECE 7 

GPO8   

Use basic te reo Māori and tikanga Māori within a familiar early 
childhood context to promote awareness of Māori as tangata 
whenua.   

(7 Credits) 

Programmes must include: 

 introduction to te Tiriti o Waitangi/The Treaty of Waitangi; 

 introductory knowledge of local iwi and hapu in ECE 
context. 

L3 ECE 8 

Te reo/ tikanga Maori 
EC 

 3 4  

L2 ECE 6  
(Field: Māori) 
NEWL2? 

 2 3  

 

  



 

Consultation ECE Stds Aug-Sep 2016.docx  11 

Level 4 Early childhood education - overview and landscape of proposed unit standards August 2016 

The purpose of the Level 4 ECE qualification is for graduates to have developed skills at the next level for an ECE service educator, and this focus is reflected in the 

standards that have been reviewed and developed.  The qualification is intended for people who can provide practice-based education and care in a specific early 

childhood context, including multicultural settings, and/or who can proceed to further study. 

 Eleven standards are proposed, including two proposed Level 3 standards (L3 ECE 1a L&D, and L3 ECE 6 Regulations), and four optional standards (some 

current, some new).  Unit standard/s for qualification graduate profile outcome 8 (GPO8) are not yet available. 

 Mainly new standards have been developed, in some cases merging or modifying current unit standards; or developing progressions from Level 3 proposed 

standards.   

 A range of optional standards have been developed and/or suggested to provide flexibility for different types of programmes.  Proposed optional standards include:  

o L3 ECE 2b Demonstrate knowledge of, apply and reflect on age-related nutrition needs for a child in an ECE service;  

o 25459 – Provide first aid for young children;  

o 27563 - Describe teams and team leadership 

o L4 ECE 6b Describe the roles, responsibilities, administration, funding and reporting requirements for an ECE service;  

o Pacific Island Early Childhood Education (PIECE): Cultural support unit standards (23412 – 23423), or standards from other PIECE domains. 

 Some standards may contribute to more than one qualification outcome, so don’t directly match the indicative credits for each qualification graduate profile outcome. 

 Replacement of eight current standards – 9302, 10021, 10026, 12736, 26711, 26712, 26716, 27146. 

Landscape of proposed unit standards towards the NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 4) (60 credits) [Ref: 2850]  

Qualification graduate profile outcome (GPO) Unit standard ID  Title – Unit standards Level Credits Replacing 

GPO1  

Understand key early childhood socio-cultural theories of 
learning and development to inform and guide the holistic 
development and learning of children in an early childhood 
setting.  
(10 credits) 
Programmes must include the concept of ako, significance of 
neuroscience, attachment relationships and transitions. 

L4 ECE 1a  
Learning & 
development 

Demonstrate knowledge of how theories of 
children's learning and development influence 
practice in an ECE service.  
 

4 5 9302 

L3 ECE 1a 
Learning & 
Development 

= L4 ECE 1b 

Demonstrate knowledge of children’s development 
and learning and its relevance to an ECE service. 
 

3 5 10026 

GPO2  

Use knowledge of multiculturalism, family diversity, and the 
bicultural nature of the New Zealand early childhood curriculum 
framework, Te Whāriki, to plan, provide, and review enriching 
learning experiences for infants, toddlers, and young children.  
(10 credits) 

Programmes must include:  

 responding to children’s learning, including assessment for 
learning; 

 value of play-based opportunities, and the role of the adult. 

L4 ECE 2a  

Te Whāriki 

Demonstrate knowledge of the New Zealand Early 
Childhood Curriculum, Te Whāriki to inform ECE 
practice.    
 

4 5  

L4 ECE 2b  

Learning 
experiences 

Plan, implement, analyse and evaluate enriching 
learning experiences for a child in an ECE service.   
 

4 5  
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Landscape of proposed unit standards towards the NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 4) (60 credits) [Ref: 2850]  

Qualification graduate profile outcome (GPO) Unit standard ID  Title – Unit standards Level Credits Replacing 

GPO3  

Contribute to providing a culturally inclusive early childhood 
environment to foster the health, holistic wellbeing, and care of 
infants, toddlers, and young children.  
(7 credits) 

Programmes must include: 

 models of wellbeing;  

 health, safety, and care requirements including nutrition; 
hygiene; physical, emotional, and cultural safety (e.g tapu); 
and cyber safety. 

L4 ECE 3 

Health & wellbeing 

Contribute to providing an early childhood 
environment to strengthen the health, wellbeing, 
care and safety of children. 
 

4 7  

L3 ECE 2b 
(optional) 

Nutrition 

Demonstrate knowledge of, apply and reflect on 
age-related nutrition needs for a child in an ECE 
service. 

3 2 26712 & 10021 
replaced by part 
L2 EC 1a &  
L3 ECE 2b 

25459 (optional) Provide first aid for young children. 2 1  

GPO4  

Communicate effectively and engage in respectful, reciprocal, 
and responsive relationships within an early childhood 
education and care community.  
(10 credits) 

Programmes must include:  

 diversity, including Pasifika, whanaungatanga, and 
manaakitanga concepts;  

 social competence, children’s rights, and impact on 
relationships; 

 roles and responsibilities relevant to the ECE context, 
which may include teamwork and leadership principles. 
 

L4 ECE 4a  

Diverse 
Communications  

Use culturally responsive strategies to build 
relationships and communicate effectively in an 
ECE community.  
 

4 

 

5  

L4 ECE 4b   

Relationships & 
guide behaviour 

Use and appraise strategies to engage in 
relationships and support children’s social 
competence in an ECE community.   
 

4 5  

27563 (optional) 

Teams and 
leadership 

Describe teams and team leadership.  3 4 
 

GPO5  

Implement strategies to manage personal health, wellbeing 
and professional development in an early childhood setting.  
(3 credits) 
Programmes must include professional behaviour and self-
reflection. 
 

L4 ECE 5  

Personal & prof dev 

Describe and reflect on own health, wellbeing, 
personal and professional development in an ECE 
service.  

4 3  

GPO6  

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of legislation and 
regulatory requirements, and how community and government 
services impact on early childhood settings and guide 
practices, to protect and support the wellbeing of children and 
families.  
(8 credits) 

L4 ECE 6a  

Legal & child 
protection 

Describe societal influences, legislative and other 
requirements that support child protection in an 
ECE service.  
 

4 4 26716 (part) 

L4 ECE 6b 
(optional)  
Roles admin 
funding 

Describe the roles and responsibilities, 
administration and reporting requirements, and 
funding for an ECE service. 

4 4 26716 & 12736 
replaced by part 
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Landscape of proposed unit standards towards the NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 4) (60 credits) [Ref: 2850]  

Qualification graduate profile outcome (GPO) Unit standard ID  Title – Unit standards Level Credits Replacing 

Programmes must include:  

 socio-political environment relevant to a specific ECE 
context; 

 child protection and children’s rights; 

 professional and ethical principles and practice. 

L4 ECE 6 &  
L4 ECE 7 

L3 ECE 6   

Legislation, 
regulations, Treaty 

= L4 ECE 6c 

Demonstrate knowledge of te Tiriti o Waitangi, 
legislation and organisations relevant to ECE 
services in New Zealand.  

3 4 27146 
replaced by part 
L3 ECE 6 &  
L3 ECE 7 

GPO7  

Understand the diverse philosophical and cultural contexts and 
approaches informing early childhood education in Aotearoa 
New Zealand to develop a personal philosophy of practice.  
(4 credits) 

L4 ECE 7  

Diversity & own 
philosophy & 
practice 

Demonstrate an understanding of diverse 
philosophical and cultural ECE contexts to inform 
own philosophy and practice. 
 

4 4 26711  
replaced by part 
L4 ECE 7 &  
L2 EC 5 

GPO8  

Implement bicultural ECE practice and promote awareness of 
Māori as tangata whenua, through using te reo Māori and 
tikanga Māori with children and families/whānau in early 
childhood settings.  
(8 credits) 

L4 ECE 8  
Māori ECE 
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Appendix 2: Current ECE unit standards proposed changes –  
Review Category A, B, C and D by standard ID number  

Outcomes of unit standard reviews – see http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-

standards/standards/outcomes-of-unit-standard-reviews/    

Category A – No change  

No change was made to the content or classification of the unit standard. The unit standard is 
published as a new version and displays new status, published and planned review dates. 
 

Category B – Overall outcome remains the same  

Some changes were made, but the outcomes and required evidence are substantially unchanged, and 
the SSB is confident that people credited with the new or old version are comparable in terms of 
competence. 
The unit standard is published as a new version and displays new status, published and planned 
review dates. 
 

Category C – Major changes (Reviewed and replaced with new) 

Significant changes were made to the unit standard that materially changed the outcomes being 
recognised. The SSB views people with credit for the new and old version as being different in terms of 
competence. 
A new ID number is assigned to the replacement unit standard. The replacement unit standard includes 
a reference to the title and ID of the replaced unit standard under 'Replacement information' 
 

  Category D – Expire, no replacement  

The unit standard will expire and will not be replaced.  
 
The expiry date of categories C and D unit standards must be specified in the review summary report.  
Normally, the expiry date is two years from the date the review is completed.   
This review is proposing an expiry date of 31 December 2019, to allow time for the transition to new 
qualifications and expiry of current qualifications that may include the reviewed unit standards. 

 

Domain: 
Early 
Childhood… 

STD 
ID 

Title Level Credit 
Review 

Category 

Educational 
Theory and 
Practice 

9302 
Demonstrate knowledge of children's 
learning and how learning theories 
influence practice in an ECE service 

4 6 C 

Educational 
Theory and 
Practice 

10013 

Explain the purpose, aspirations, 
structure, and relevance of the New 
Zealand Early Childhood Curriculum, 
Te Whāriki 

3 2 B 

Educational 
Theory and 
Practice 

10019 
Describe and contribute to safe 
practices and a safe environment for a 
child in an ECE service 

3 4 B 

Educational 
Theory and 
Practice 

10020 
Describe personal and environmental 
hygiene and safety practices in an ECE 
service 

2 2 C 

Educational 
Theory and 
Practice 

10021 Describe the basic needs of children in 
an ECE service 

2 3 C 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/standards/outcomes-of-unit-standard-reviews/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/standards/outcomes-of-unit-standard-reviews/
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Domain: 
Early 
Childhood… 

STD 
ID 

Title Level Credit 
Review 

Category 

Educational 
Theory and 
Practice 

10022 
Demonstrate knowledge of attachment 
patterns and short-term separation in 
an ECE service 

2 3 C 

Educational 
Theory and 
Practice 

10023 Describe transition situations in an ECE 
service 

2 2 C 

Educational 
Theory and 
Practice 

10024 
Demonstrate knowledge of promoting 
the health and wellbeing of children in 
an ECE service 

2 3 C 

Educational 
Theory and 
Practice 

10026 
Demonstrate knowledge of the 
development and learning of children 
and its relevance to an ECE service 

3 5 C 

Professional 
Practice 

10032 Demonstrate knowledge of ethics in an 
ECE service 

2 2 C 

Professional 
Practice 

12736 Demonstrate knowledge of funding for 
an ECE service 

3 2 C 

Family, 
Whānau, 
Community, 
and Society 

20406 
Demonstrate knowledge of, and apply, 
effective communication with diverse 
whānau/families in an ECE service 

3 4 C 

Family, 
Whānau, 
Community, 
and Society 

20407 Demonstrate knowledge of cultural 
diversity in an ECE service 

3 4 C 

Educational 
Theory and 
Practice 

26707 
Describe the value of play and create 
resources for children's development 
and learning in an ECE service 

3 6 B 

Educational 
Theory and 
Practice 

26708 
Develop reciprocal and responsive 
relationships with a child in an ECE 
service 

3 5 B 

Educational 
Theory and 
Practice 

26709 Conduct an observation of a child in an 
ECE service 

3 3 C 

Educational 
Theory and 
Practice 

26711 
Demonstrate knowledge of inclusive 
education in an ECE service and the 
roles of support agencies 

4 3 C 

Educational 
Theory and 
Practice 

26712 
Demonstrate knowledge of, and apply, 
age-related nutrition needs in providing 
food for a child in an ECE service 

2 4 C 

Professional 
Practice 

26715 
Describe professional image and 
demonstrate professional behaviours 
required of an early childhood educator 

2 3 C 
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Domain: 
Early 
Childhood… 

STD 
ID 

Title Level Credit 
Review 

Category 

Professional 
Practice 

26716 
Describe the roles and responsibilities 
of adults and the impact of statutory 
agencies in an ECE service 

4 5 C 

Educational 
Theory and 
Practice 

27145 
Develop, implement, and evaluate a 
learning plan for children in an ECE 
service 

3 4 C 

Family, 
Whānau, 
Community, 
and Society 

27146 
Demonstrate knowledge of 
organisations relevant to ECE services 
in Aotearoa/New Zealand 

3 4 C 
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Appendix 3: Proposed replacement relationships for ECE unit standards  
 

Detailed list of reviewed unit standards – classification, title, level, and credits 

In the development of new unit standards for the New Zealand ECE qualifications at Levels 2-4, 
duplication of content was identified with some existing unit standards.  These unit standards were 
therefore reviewed and are proposed to be replaced by the new standards, or recommended for 
expiry without replacement. 
 
All current ECE unit standards at Levels 2-4 have been reviewed, and the unit standards in bold 
are proposed to expire.  
 

Subfield Domain ID 

Early 

Childhood 

Education 

and Care 

Early Childhood: 
Educational Theory and 
Practice 

9302, 10013, 10019, 10020-10024, 10026, 26707, 
26708, 26709, 26711, 26712, 27145 

Early Childhood: Family, 
Whānau, Community, and 
Society 

20406, 20407, 27146 

Early Childhood: 
Professional Practice 

10032, 12736, 26715, 26716 

 

Once the new standards have been approved and listed on the NZQF, replaced current standards 
will be designated as ‘expiring’. There will be a transition period to allow time for providers to adjust 
their programmes and resources to the new standards. 
 
The following summary shows the proposed changes to current standards as a result of the review.  
All changes are in bold.  Unit standards categorised as category C or D are proposed to expire 
at the end of December 2019.  
 
Some standards may be part of more than one replacement relationship and therefore may appear 
in the table(s) more than once.  This is indicated through the use of the *. 
 

Key to review category 

A Dates changed, but no other changes are made - the new version of the standard carries the 

same ID and a new version number 

B Changes made, but the overall outcome remains the same - the new version of the standard 

carries the same ID and a new version number 

C Major changes that necessitate the registration of a replacement standard with a new ID 

D Standard will expire and not be replaced 

 

Education > Early Childhood Education and Care > Early Childhood: Educational Theory 

and Practice 

ID Title Level Credit Review 

Category 

9302 
 
 
L4 ECE 1a 

Demonstrate knowledge of children's learning and 
how learning theories influence practice in an ECE 
service 
Demonstrate knowledge of how theories of 
children's learning and development influence 
practice in an ECE service 

4 
 
 

4 

6 
 
 

5 

C 
 
 
NEW 
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ID Title Level Credit Review 

Category 

10013 
 
 
L3 ECE 1d 
is 10013  

Explain the purpose, aspirations, structure, and 
relevance of the New Zealand Early Childhood 
Curriculum, Te Whāriki 
Explain the relevance of the New Zealand Early 
Childhood Curriculum, Te Whāriki, as a 
framework for ECE programme development 

3 
 
 

3 

2 
 
 

2 

B 

10019 
 
L3 ECE 2c 
is 10019 

Describe and contribute to safe practices and a 
safe environment for a child in an ECE service 
Describe and contribute to safe practices and a 
safe environment for children in an ECE 
service 

3 
 

3 

4 
 

3 

B 

10020 
 
L2 EC 1c 

Describe personal and environmental hygiene and 
safety practices in an ECE service 
Describe personal and environmental hygiene 
and safety practices for the care of young 
children 

2 
 

2 

2 
 

2 

C 
 
NEW 

10021* 
 
26712* 
 
 
L2 EC 1a 
 
 
L3 ECE 2b 

Describe the basic needs of children in an ECE 
service 
Demonstrate knowledge of, and apply, age-related 
nutrition needs in providing food for a child in an 
ECE service 
Describe the basic needs and nutrition that 
support young children’s holistic wellbeing and 
development   
Demonstrate knowledge of, apply and reflect 
on age-related nutrition needs for a child in an 
ECE service 

2 
 

2 
 
 

2 
 
 

3 

3 
 

4 
 
 

4 
 
 

2 

C 
 
C 
 
 
NEW 
 
 
NEW 

10022 
 
10023 
L2 EC 1d 

Demonstrate knowledge of attachment patterns 
and short-term separation in an ECE service 
Describe transition situations in an ECE service 
Demonstrate knowledge of attachment 
relationships and supporting transitions for 
young children    

2 
 

2 
2 

3 
 

2 
3 

C 
 
 
NEW 

10024* 
 
L2 EC 1b 
 
 
L3 ECE 2a 

Demonstrate knowledge of promoting the health 
and wellbeing of children in an ECE service 
Demonstrate knowledge of health issues and 
services available to enhance the wellbeing of 
young children 
Promote the health and holistic wellbeing of 
children in an ECE service 

2 
 

2 
 
 

3 

3 
 

3 
 
 

4 

C 
 
NEW 
 
 
NEW 

10026 
 
 
L3 ECE 1a = 
L4 ECE 1b 

Demonstrate knowledge of the development and 
learning of children and its relevance to an ECE 
service 
Demonstrate knowledge of children’s 
development and learning and its relevance to 
an ECE service 

3 
 
 

3 

5 
 
 

5 

C 
 
 
NEW 

26707 
L3 ECE 1e is 
26707 

Describe the value of play and create resources for 
children's development and learning in an ECE 
service 

3 6 
4 

B 
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ID Title Level Credit Review 

Category 

26708 
 
L3 ECE 3b 
is 26708 

Develop reciprocal and responsive relationships 
with a child in an ECE service 
Develop respectful, reciprocal and responsive 
relationships with children in an ECE service 

3 5 
 

4 

B 

26709 
 
27145 
 
L3 ECE 1b 

Conduct an observation of a child in an ECE 
service 
Develop, implement, and evaluate a learning plan 
for children in an ECE service 
Develop, implement, and evaluate a learning 
plan based on observation of a child in an ECE 
service 

3 
 

3 
 

3 

3 
 

4 
 

5 

C 
 
C 
 
NEW 

26711* 
 
L2 EC 5 
 
 
L4 ECE 7 
 

Demonstrate knowledge of inclusive education in 
an ECE service and the roles of support agencies 
Identify and describe services available in the 
community to support young children and 
families 
Demonstrate an understanding of diverse 
philosophical and cultural ECE contexts to 
inform own philosophy and practice 

4 
 

2 
 
 

4 
 
 

3 
 

3 
 
 

4 

C 
 
NEW 
 
 
NEW 

L2 EC 1e Describe and demonstrate care practices for 
infants and toddlers 

2 2 NEW 

L2 EC 2a Describe patterns of young children’s 
development and learning 

2 5 NEW 

L2 EC 2b Provide and reflect on the value of play 
experiences for a child’s development and 
learning 

2 5 NEW 

L2 EC 4 Describe strategies and practices used to 
develop respectful relationships and to guide 
behaviour in young children 

2 6 NEW 

L3 ECE 1c Describe and compare attachment theories and 
behaviours, and support transitions in an ECE 
service 

3 3 NEW 

L4 ECE 2a Demonstrate knowledge of the New Zealand 
Early Childhood Curriculum, Te Whāriki to 
inform practice 

4 5 NEW 

L4 ECE 2b Plan, implement, analyse and evaluate 
enriching learning experiences for a child in an 
ECE service 

4 5 NEW 

L4 ECE 3 Contribute to providing an early childhood 
environment to strengthen the health, 
wellbeing, care and safety of children 

4 7 NEW 

L4 ECE 4b Use and appraise strategies to engage in 
relationships and support children’s social 
competence in an ECE community 

4 5 NEW  



 

Consultation ECE Stds Aug-Sep 2016.docx  20 

 

 

Education > Early Childhood Education and Care > Early Childhood: Family, Whānau, 

Community, and Society 

ID Title Level Credit Review 

Category 

20406 
 
 
20407 
 
L3 ECE 3a 

Demonstrate knowledge of, and apply, effective 
communication with diverse whānau/families in an 
ECE service 
Demonstrate knowledge of cultural diversity in an 
ECE service 
Demonstrate knowledge of diverse 
whānau/families and use a range of effective 
communication strategies in an ECE service 

3 
 
 

3 
 

3 

4 
 
 

4 
 

5 

C 
 
 
C 
 
NEW 

27146* 
 
L3 ECE 6 = 
L4 ECE 6c 
 
L3 ECE 7 

Demonstrate knowledge of organisations relevant 
to ECE services in Aotearoa/New Zealand 
Demonstrate knowledge of te Tiriti o Waitangi, 
legislation and organisations relevant to ECE 
services in New Zealand  
Describe a range of services and philosophies 
to inform understanding of diverse ECE 
contexts in Aotearoa New Zealand 

3 
 

3 
 
 

3 

4 
 

4 
 
 

3 

C 
 
NEW 
 
 
NEW 

L2 EC 3 Identify own values and beliefs that inform 
personal approach to the learning and care of 
young children 

2 4 NEW 

L4 ECE 4a Use culturally responsive strategies to build 
relationships and communicate effectively in 
an ECE community 

4 5 NEW 

 

Education > Early Childhood Education and Care > Early Childhood: Professional Practice 

ID Title Level Credit Review 

Category 

10032 
 
L3 ECE 5 

Demonstrate knowledge of ethics in an ECE 
service 
Demonstrate knowledge of ethical 
responsibility to guide practice in an early 
childhood setting 

2 

 

3 

2 

 

3 

C 

 

NEW 

12736* 
 
26716* 
 
 
L4 ECE 6a 
 
 
L4 ECE 6b 

Demonstrate knowledge of funding for an ECE 
service 
Describe the roles and responsibilities of adults 
and the impact of statutory agencies in an ECE 
service 
Describe societal influences, legislative and 
other requirements that support child 
protection in an ECE service 
Describe the roles and responsibilities, 
administration and reporting requirements, and 
funding for an ECE service 

3 
 

4 
 
 

4 
 
 

4 

2 
 

5 
 
 

4 
 
 

4 

C 
 
C 
 
 
NEW 
 
 
NEW 
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ID Title Level Credit Review 

Category 

26715 
 
 
L3 ECE 4 

Describe professional image and demonstrate 
professional behaviours required of an early 
childhood educator 
Demonstrate professional behaviour and use 
strategies to manage personal health and 
wellbeing in an ECE service 

2 
 
 

3 

3 
 
 

4 

C 
 
 
NEW 

L4 ECE 5 Describe and reflect on own health, wellbeing, 
personal and professional development in an 
ECE service 

4 3 NEW 
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Appendix 4: Survey and feedback form –ECE standards  

Draft unit standards for New Zealand ECE qualifications: Levels 2 - 4 
 

A suite of new and reviewed unit standards has been developed to align with the graduate profile 

outcomes in content and credit value for the following qualifications: 

 

 NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Learning and Care (Level 2) (40 credits) [Ref: 2848] 

 NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 3) (60 credits) [Ref: 2849] 

 NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 4) (60 credits) [Ref: 2850] 

During the development of new unit standards for these New Zealand qualifications, duplication of 

content was identified with some existing unit standards.  These unit standards were therefore 

reviewed and are proposed to be replaced by the new standards, and recommended for expiry in 

December 2019. 

 

Prior to completing this survey please refer to the consultation page to access the consultation 

document, Appendix 1 (landscape of proposed standards by qualification), accompanying sets of 

draft unit standards, and detailed list of reviewed standards and proposed replacement 

relationships (Appendix 3). 

 

The following questions are designed to prompt thinking and feedback as you consider each draft 

standard detailed in the consultation pages.  You may choose to provide feedback by responding 

to all or some of the questions. 

 

Early Childhood Learning and Care – Level 2 
Set of draft standards for the NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Learning and Care  

(Level 2) (40 credits) [Ref: 2848] 

 

1.  Please provide feedback on the Level 2 set of draft ECE standards, with issues / comments 

and suggestions noted: 

ID of draft unit standard  Issue / comment Suggestion(s) for improvement 

L2 EC 1a  
Basic needs & nutrition  

  

L2 EC 1b  
Health & wellbeing  

  

L2 EC 1c  
Hygiene and Safety 

  

L2 EC 1d Attachment 

relationships 

  

L2 EC 1e  
Care practices – infants & 
toddlers 

  

25459 (optional)   

L2 EC 2a  
Learning & development 

  

L2 EC 2b  
Play experiences 

  

L2 EC 3   
Values & beliefs 

  

L2 EC 4   
Relationships & behaviour 

  

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/nqfdocs/quals/doc/2848.doc
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/nqfdocs/quals/doc/2849.doc
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/nqfdocs/quals/doc/2850.doc
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/consultations-and-reviews/development-and-review-of-ece-unit-standards/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/nqfdocs/quals/doc/2848.doc
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ID of draft unit standard  Issue / comment Suggestion(s) for improvement 

L2 EC 5  
Support services 

  

 

2.  Does the Level 2 set of draft early childhood standards accurately align with the Level 2 

qualification outcomes and conditions? 

 Yes 
 No opinion 
 No 

If no, please specify why. 

 

 

3.  For the Level 2 set of draft early childhood standards, please provide any overall comments. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Early Childhood Education and Care – Level 3 
Set of draft standards for the NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care 

(Level 3) (60 credits) [Ref: 2849] 

 

4.  Please provide feedback on the Level 3 set of draft ECE unit standards, with issues / 

comments and suggestions noted: 

ID of draft unit standard  Issue / comment Suggestion(s) for improvement 

L3 ECE 1a  
Learning & Development  
= L4 ECE 1b 

  

L3 ECE 1b 

Observation & learning plan 

  

L3 ECE 1c  
Attachment & transitions 

  

10013 - L3 ECE 1d 
Te Whāriki 

  

26707 - L3 ECE 1e 

Play 

  

L3 ECE 2a 

Health & wellbeing 

  

L3 ECE 2b 

Nutrition 

  

10019 - L3 ECE 2c 

Safety 

  

L2 EC 1e  
Care practices – infants & 
toddlers 

  

25459 (optional)   

L3 ECE 3a 

Diversity and 
communications 

  

26708 - L3 ECE 3b 
Relationships 

  

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/nqfdocs/quals/doc/2849.doc
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ID of draft unit standard  Issue / comment Suggestion(s) for improvement 

L3 ECE 4 

Prof behaviour & personal 
wellbeing 

  

L3 ECE 5 

Ethics 

  

L3 ECE 6 

Legislation, regulations, Treaty 

  

L3 ECE 7 

Philosophies & services 

  

 

5.  Does the Level 3 set of draft ECE standards accurately align with the Level 3 qualification 

outcomes and conditions? 

 Yes 

 No opinion 
 No 

If no, please specify why. 

 
 
 
 

 

6.  For the Level 3 set of draft ECE standards, please provide any overall comments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Early Childhood Education and Care – Level 4 
Set of draft standards for the NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care 

(Level 4) (60 credits) [Ref: 2850] 

 

7.  Please provide feedback on the Level 4 set of draft ECE unit standards, with issues / 

comments and suggestions noted: 

ID of draft unit standard  Issue / comment Suggestion(s) for improvement 
L4 ECE 1a  
Learning & development 

  

L3 ECE 1a 
Learning & Development 

= L4 ECE 1b 

  

L4 ECE 2a  

Te Whāriki 
  

L4 ECE 2b  

Learning experiences 

  

L4 ECE 3 

Health & wellbeing 

  

L3 ECE 2b (optional) 
Nutrition  

  

25459 (optional)   

L4 ECE 4a  

Diverse Communications  
  

L4 ECE 4b   

Relationships & guide 
behaviour 

  

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/nqfdocs/quals/doc/2850.doc
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ID of draft unit standard  Issue / comment Suggestion(s) for improvement 
27563 (optional) 
Teams and leadership 

  

L4 ECE 5  

Personal & prof dev 

  

L4 ECE 6a  

Legal & child protection 

  

L4 ECE 6b (optional) 
Roles admin funding 

  

L3 ECE 6   

Legislation, regulations, 
Treaty 

= L4 ECE 6c 

  

L4 ECE 7  

Diversity & own philosophy 
& practice 

  

 

8.  Does the Level 4 set of draft ECE standards accurately align with the Level 4 qualification 

outcomes and conditions? 

 Yes 
 No opinion 
 No 

If no, please specify why 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9.  For the proposed optional standards, please provide any comments.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10.  For the Level 4 set of draft ECE standards, please provide any overall comments.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Reviewed current ECE unit standards: Levels 2 - 4 

 
In the development of new unit standards for the New Zealand qualifications, duplication of content was 

identified with some existing ECE unit standards.  These unit standards were therefore reviewed and 

most are proposed to be replaced by the new standards, and recommended for expiry December 2019.   

 

There are four current ECE standards (10013, 10019, 26707, 26708) that have been reviewed and 

retained, all other ECE standards at Levels 2-4 are proposed to be replaced and expire.    
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We welcome your feedback on uses of the current ECE standards outside of programmes towards 

expiring National or local qualifications.   

 

11.  Do you use the current ECE standards outside of programmes towards expiring National or 

local qualifications? 

 Yes 
 No 

If yes, please specify which standards and for what? 
 

 

 
12.  Does the proposed expiry date of 31 December 2019 for current ECE standards (where a 

replacement relationship is identified from the proposed new standards) pose any issues 

for attainability of qualifications? 

 Yes 
 No opinion 
 No 

If yes, please specify which standards and for what? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

13.  Do the proposed changes to current ECE standards pose any issues for attainability of NZ 

qualifications or programmes or training schemes? 

 Yes 
 No opinion 
 No 

If yes, please specify which standards and for what? 
 

 
 
 

 

 

14.  Please provide reasons for not expiring specific existing standards. 

 

 

15.  Please provide any feedback on the review of current standards (e.g. proposed changes to 

10013, 10019, 26707, 26708) 
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16.  Please provide any overall comments. 

 

 

 

Other possible reviews – Level 5 & 6 and PIECE standards 
 

The initial project focus has been on standards associated with the Level 2, 3 and 4 Early Childhood 

qualifications.  If demand warrants, follow-up projects for standards related to Pacific Island ECE and for 

the proposed Diploma level qualifications may be undertaken. 

 

17.  Do you use the current Level 5 or 6 ECE unit standards outside of programmes towards 

expiring National or local qualifications? 

 Yes 
 No 

If yes, please specify which standards and for what? 
 

 

 
18.  Do you intend to use Level 5 or 6 ECE unit standards in programmes towards the new NZ 

qualifications, or for other purposes? 

 Yes 
 No opinion 
 No 

If yes, please specify which standards and for what? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

19.  Do you use the current Pacific Island ECE unit standards outside of programmes towards 

expiring National or local qualifications? 

 Yes 
 No 

If yes, please specify which standards and for what? 
 

 

 
20.  Do you intend to use Pacific Island ECE unit standards in programmes towards the new NZ 

qualifications or for other purposes? 

 Yes 
 No opinion 
 No 

If yes, please specify which standards and for what? 
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About you 

It is helpful to understand who our respondents are. This information will be used to analyse this 
survey, and may be used to contact you to obtain clarification of any points raised in the feedback. 

21.  Is your response a personal view or the view of your organisation? 

 Personal view 

 Organisation view 

 

22.  Please indicate the stakeholder group to which you most closely relate: 

 Polytechnic or Institute of Technology (ITP) 

 Industry Training Organisation (ITO) 

 Private Training Establishment (PTE) 

 Wānanga 

 Secondary school 

 Community group 

 Student/individual 

 ECE sector or business organisation   

Other (please specify) 

 

 

23.  Your contact details (optional) – name, email 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to consider the draft ECE unit standards and to provide feedback to inform 
the review.  We value your input. 

This consultation closes at noon on Monday 19 September 2016.  Please return the completed 

survey and feedback form and/or any other feedback about the review to ece.review@nzqa.govt.nz 
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