Explanatory Notes to accompany the release of the revised Latin vocabulary lists

The externally assessed standards for Latin have been aligned to the communication achievement objectives and proficiency statements for Learning languages in the New Zealand Curriculum. 
Revised vocabulary lists for Latin Levels 1, 2 and 3 are available. It is expected that these lists will be updated from time to time, as needed. 
These revised vocabulary lists are not prescriptive. They have been prepared with the aim of providing a useful classroom resource for teachers and students. They are intended to familiarise students with a broad core of Latin vocabulary and may constitute a suitable classroom dictionary. Teachers are free to modify, sort or edit the lists as they wish. Students are reminded that the supplied vocabulary lists are intended only as a support. The best preparation which students can make for translating, comprehending, interpreting or analysing unfamiliar Latin will be to learn sufficient vocabulary to liberate them from dictionary reliance.

The Level 1 Latin list provides an appropriate range of vocabulary for students working at this level. The combined list for Levels 2 and 3 Latin contains a broader range of vocabulary and rather more words than a Level 2 student might be expected to meet or use. This has been done because Level 2 and 3 Latin students are often combined into the same class.

The newly aligned external standards for Latin at Levels 1, 2 and 3 will allow for the inclusion in the examinations of a full glossary of words used in passages for translation and comprehension. This means that Latin candidates sitting external examinations will no longer be supplied with a complete vocabulary list at their level. Instead, they will be supplied with a shorter vocabulary booklet that glosses all the vocabulary used in the examination paper.

Teachers should note the following key features of the vocabulary lists (as well as of the vocabulary booklet provided in the examination):the principal parts of third declension nouns have been given in full, as have the perfect tense form and the supine of 3rd conjugation and irregular verbs; prepositions that can also perform as adverbs have been listed as both; the genders of nouns have been included adjacent to the English meaning; adjectives formed from past participles where the meaning was not significantly changed have not been listed separately, e.g. territus, -a, -um from terreo, -ere, -ui, -itum. Many alternative meanings of words have been included. 

