


































































  
 
 
 

Level 3 Design and Visual Communication (DVC) 
Commentary 2013 submission 
 
AS 91627 (3.30): Initiate design ideas through exploration (4 credits) 
 
Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence 
Initiate design ideas through 
exploration 

Initiate design ideas through insightful 
exploration 

Initiate design ideas through 
extensive exploration 

 
Use visual communication strategies 
to show alternatives and variations for 
the purpose of exploring and re-
generating ideas. 

Use visual communication strategies 
to show considered alternatives and 
variations for the purpose of 
analysing and re-interpreting ideas. 

Use visual communication strategies 
to show divergent and perceptive 
alternatives and variations for the 
purpose of extending and 
transforming ideas. 

Origin ideas use starting experiences 
to generate ideas and lead towards 
design ideas. 

Origin ideas identify an emerging 
train of thought that informs design 
ideas. 

Origin ideas challenge thinking that 
informs and enhances design ideas. 

 
Excellence 
In this submission, the student has used the starting experience of observations of sea shells and 
simple paper modelling. The strength in this submission comes from the observational and 
interpretive sketches. There are a range of sketches that explore and analyse the shell shapes from 
different angles and are quickly re-interpreted. The submission includes lists of possible strategies 
in different stages; and although the written list is not assessed in this standard, it is a reminder to 
the potential exploration and analysis that could take place. 
 
The student has considered the concept of rotation around an axis to re-analyse and re-interpret 
forms as spirals or helices describing a strong train of thought. These forms are linked to another 
train of thought, a range of layered forms that are further re-generated as symmetrical and 
asymmetrical forms. These forms give rise to divergent and perceptive alternatives morphing into 
spherical and cylindrical forms that are grooved linking back to the sea shell spiral. Although the 
sliding / adjustable cylinder that emerges appears simple, the student begins another stage of 
extending and transforming this form into a “slippery” hydrodynamic form that challenges thinking 
and informs and enhances the idea. 
 
Despite the organisation of the design work, it is also worth appreciating that the ideation stage of 
this project occurs before establishment of the brief, the potential in the initial idea determines what 
the brief will be. This allows for a highly creative and analytical approach which encourages the 
student to ask “What if?” questions. 
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