
Languages : Moderation Checklist for Unit standards  
  
1 Is the standard to be assessed correctly identified (number, version, elements)?  
 

Standard is correctly worded as per the title of the standard    

Has the right number    

 
2 Does the learner have the opportunity to meet the requirements of the standard    (brief, 

event, activity, task etc)?  
 

Student is told that they ‘could mention, could be asked about; could discuss; could 
write about’ and are not told that they “Must”.  

  

Task incorporates the requirements of the Achievement objectives up to and including 
the Curriculum level required to achieve the appropriate level being assessed e.g. 
Level 6 for NCEA Level 1.  

  

Task comfortably allows students to use appropriate curriculum language but 
vocabulary items and grammar structures on their own are not enough; they must 
support the Achievement objectives and / or Curriculum functions.  

  

 
3 Are the assessment conditions clear and appropriate?   
 

Students are clearly told how much time they will have for the assessment.     

Students are told that all work must be their own (authenticity statement)     

Students are given notification about any assistance they will have e.g. word lists     

Students are reminded of any time or word count requirements but also  that 
QUALITY is more important than QUANTITY   

  

If a portfolio is used to gather evidence of having achieved the standard the 
assessment conditions must always be the same as a “one off” assessment.  

  

It is advisable here to break down any terminology that may need explanation e.g. 
main point, transliteration etc.    

  

Note that all references should be to the appropriate language curriculum not the 
‘syllabus’ as quoted in the standard.  

  

For any cultural standards students should be reminded that they may not simply copy 
large chunks of text sourced from elsewhere.   

  



The internet is ONE source of information. For the cultural standard there needs to be 
two different sources of information. Two different internet sites are not two different 
sources.    

  

 
4 Are there statements provided that give examples of student responses which meet the 

requirements of the standard (evidence statements)?  
 

There must be language samples for ALL Unit standards.      

Students are told that they may not use these language examples in their own work 
unless they have been significantly manipulated to show that they are their own.   

  

The language examples are at the appropriate level of the curriculum    

In the language examples there is a clear example of the communication of an 
Achievement objective or curriculum function.   

  

In instances like translation the samples should be on another topic and showing good 
translation and/or examples of the terminology e.g. minor error, transliteration etc  

  

In reading or listening the samples will exemplify things like  what constitutes 
main/specific detail  

  

In cultural standards it will show a cultural point     

 
5 Are there statements provided that clearly describe performance levels (quality and 

quantity) which meet the requirements of the standard (judgement statements)?     
 

The assessment schedule is given to the student in advance and is the right version 
and level. (Where appropriate i.e. not in Reading/Listening where answers will be on 
the schedule)  

  

The assessment criteria accurately reflect the standard    

Both parts of the assessment schedule must be present i.e. performance level and 
judgement statement e.g. for reading -  the schedule could be clearly set out with the 
text name and number, in the next column could be the evidence required under the 
headings 'Main points' and 'Specific details' and the last column could give the 
performance level required i.e. three main points and six specific details.  

  

 


