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Qualify for the 
future world 

What are my ambitions or dreams for my 
tamaiti / tamariki? 

Understanding yours and your tamaiti / tamariki aspirations 
for their future can help you to set goals and map out a 

career path.

You can start by asking yourself the following 
question: 

“Māori Student Success in NCEA”
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What is NCEA?

‘National Certificate of 
Educational Achievement’

“Māori Student Success in NCEA”

Credits required

80 Credits:

60 at level 3 or above plus 
20 at Level 2 or above

80 Credits:

60 at level 2 or above plus 
20 at any level

80 Credits:

At Level 1 or above

Level 1

10 literacy, 10 

numeracy

(Only need to be achieved 
once and can count towards 

every NCEA qualification)

Literacy and 
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What is UE?

University Entrance

“Māori Student Success in NCEA”

3 Approved Subjects

14 credits for each subject

10 Literacy

5 reading - 5 writing at Level 2 
or above

10 Numeracy

at Level 1 or above

NCEA Level 3
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Questions to ask

For advice - your child’s school is a good place to start. Talk to 
your child’s teachers.  They can help by providing guidance and 
feedback on subject/course selection, work content and subject 
requirements.  

Each school also has a Careers Advisor that students can arrange 
to meet with.  They can help by providing information on;
• Course selection
• Subjects/courses and grades needed for specific areas of 

employment
• Tertiary study, and
• apprenticeships

Questions to ask your school
• How do my child’s subject/course choices support them to 

get where they want to go?

• How are you helping my child to progress toward their 
learning goals?

• How do I know if my child is on track?  

• What part can I play in supporting my child to reach their 
learning goals?

“Māori Student Success in NCEA”



6

Questions to ask

My child’s teacher/dean:

My child’s Career Advisor:

A tertiary provider:

“Māori Student Success in NCEA”
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Top 5 study tips 
for parents

1. Know the exam timetable
NCEA exams are national exams.  Students across the country do the same 
exam at the same time no matter where they live. Make sure you know 
what exams your child is sitting, and when, so that you can support them 
beforehand and talk to them about how they went afterwards.

2. Provide a suitable study environment
Students need a quiet, organised and well lit space to study for NCEA 
exams.

3. Double check your child’s preparation
Make sure you and your child know how they are going to get to their 
exams and what the exam rules are. Allow plenty of time to get to exams 
early and plan for what you might do if something unforeseen happens –
e.g., alternative transport plans in case of bus or train delays.

4. Balance study with free time
It is important that students remain in a positive frame of mind and keep 
relaxed. In addition to studying, ensure your child is sleeping well, taking 
regular breaks, eating well, getting fresh air and staying in touch with their 
peers.

5. Talk to your child’s teachers
Your child’s teachers know what is happening at school and how your child 
is progressing. Ask for guidance when you need it - teachers know how 
NCEA works and they understand it well.

“Māori Student Success in NCEA”
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NZQA APPs

NCEA Guide App

This is laid out in a simple way.  You’ll find answers to the following questions and much more:

• What does NCEA stand for?

• How is NCEA achieved?

• What are standards and credits?

• What are endorsements?

• Where does University Entrance fit in?

• How can I help my child choose the right subject

• How can I help my child succeed in exams?

• What does NCEA cost?

• What key dates do I need to know?

There are also quick links to more information about topics, like University Entrance, and the 
study tips and tricks videos, on the NZQA website.

NCEA Student App

This App helps your child set goals for further achievement and track their NCEA credit 
progress. It offers a standalone database with a powerful search engine which allows your child 
to easily find NCEA courses and standards that they are doing, or would like to do.

• It gives you the ability to have specific discussions about:

• setting NCEA credit goals and targets

• progress towards NCEA Levels one, two and three, including Literacy, Numeracy and 
University Entrance

• setting reminders for when assignments are due

• recording results as they are achieved and cross checking them with the school or NZQA.  

There are a range of NCEA apps on the market and we encourage you and your children to 
choose the one that suits you best.

“Māori Student Success in NCEA”
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NZQA TOOLS

“Māori Student Success in NCEA”

www.nzqa.govt.nz/how-ncea-works

www.nzqa.govt.nz/student-app

www.nzqa.govt.nz/mobile-app
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Action Plan 

Action By When Who

Things I can do to help my child achieve their ambitions


