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1. A structured plan identifying focus of each paragraph with the sources to be used & content 
to be brought in. It identifies the argument. This will guide the candidate to write an article 
that addresses the question, the key ideas – Skill 1, to synthesise – Skill 3 and to make 
judgements – Skill 5 

2. Introduction clearly focused on the question and the argument is clear, it identifies the 
direction of the article in relation to the argument. The succinct identification of a key source 
synthesized with the argument is good – Skills 1, 2 & 3 

3. Uses a clear topic sentence linking to the key idea and the argument – Skills 1 & 2 
4. In this paragraph, candidate accurately uses three historians in the paper to support his 

argument – Skill 3 
5. This paragraph also contains an attempt to critique the view of Mortimer but is not entirely 

accurate – Skill 5 Judgement 
6. Explaining the idea that new evidence affects interpretation. This is the historical 

relationship of continuity and change – Skill 4 Historical Relationships 
7. Also identifying the debate between orthodox, revisionist, and post-revisionist historians on 

Richard III in relation to the new evidence – Skill 5 Judgement 
8. Would have been better to begin a new paragraph here as they are making a new point 

about changing interpretations. Failure to do this affects the argument – Skill 1 Argument  
9. Judging the historical narratives in this paragraph but could provide a more detailed and 

accurate explanation of the context of the narratives – Skill 5 Judgement 
10. Good linking to the focus of the paragraph and the argument at the end of this paragraph 

contributing to a convincing argument overall – Skill 2 
11. A good attempt to explain the historical relationship of past and present i.e. presentism – 

Skill 4 Historical Relationships 
12. An effective judgement of Bernard’s use of evidence – Skill 5 and an effective discussion of 

presentism - Skill 4. Also integrates their own knowledge of the historiography of the cold 
war – Skill 3. This judgement of the historical narrative on the cold war is better than the 
earlier attempt on Neale with regard to the Elizabethan Settlement – it is more accurate and 
more detailed 

13. Teachers should encourage students not to make appendages with asterixes or text boxes 
as it interferes with the development of the argument 

14. This candidate has used a number of topics/contexts to illustrate the key ideas; however, a 
variety of topics is not always essential 

15. Explains the historical relationship of patterns and trends i.e. the emergence of history from 
below – Skill 4 Historical Relationships. Has utilised the information in the source reference 
regarding the publication date of the Woolf extract to made a judgement 

16. Conclusion reiterates the argument that has been developed throughout the article – Skill 2 
 
Summary Comments: 
This candidate: 

• Addresses the question succinctly and explicitly 
• Has an informed understanding of the key ideas about the nature of history and 

historiography 
• Has a logical, mostly balanced argument which has integrated their knowledge with the 

sources 
• Has provided examples of historical relationships and historical narratives and evidence in 

the context of the argument 
 
 
 
 
 




