




















Classical Studies Scholarship exemplar for 2014 Total score 15 

Q Mark Annotation 

A6 – 
Socrates 

 
5 

The introduction [p2] addresses the key concepts of the question. While 
not elegantly phrased, this first paragraph is clear and outlines the 
structure of the response.  

Minor errors, such as the reference to Priapic idols, do not significantly 
undermine the validity of the argument and general statements are 
consistently supported by reference to Plato’s dialogues. The quote in the 
question is itself effectively integrated into the essay [p2]. 

The candidate provides evidence of wider reading [p3] and shows 
awareness of historical context.  

Despite the occasional contradiction e.g. on political involvement [p3], the 
response is analytical, rather than descriptive, and incorporates elements 
of critical evaluation.  

All parts of the question have been answered, although omission of 
discussion of Phaedo, particularly in the context of Socrates’ 
responsibility to the gods and himself, does narrow the scope of the 
commentary.   

A7 – 
Aristophanes 4  

The introduction establishes the approach to be taken in the essay.  

In the body of the essay, evidence is methodically discussed, but 
supporting evidence is not consistently supported by specific textual 
evidence, e.g. in paragraph 2.  

In paragraph 3, where textual evidence is included, the concluding 
statement is flawed – an error of critical evaluation.   

The candidate’s style is fluent and to the point, evidence of wider reading 
is incorporated and the argument advanced is balanced. The essay is 
close to a 5 but lacks the precision, development, and exemplification 
required in an essay of Scholarship standard.   

B15 – Greek 
religious 

ritual  
6 

The candidate focuses on the resources provided, but also integrates 
evidence from other sources. The final section of paragraph 2 shows not 
only depth of knowledge/subtlety of understanding, but is also effectively 
linked back to the question set. 

While there are some generalisations, for example on the nature of Greek 
science, on the whole, the candidate selects and quotes pertinent detail 
and lucidly explains its significance. 

Critical analysis of Source C is insightful, avoids paraphrasing the 
explanatory captions provided and sets the temple of Zeus accurately in 
its historical and cultural context.  

The conclusion ties the three resources discussed together and provide 
an overarching synthesis.   
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