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INSTRUCTIONS

The exam consists of TWO parts, held in a three-hour time slot:
• first, a two-hour Writing section with two questions in response to spoken and written texts in 

French
• second, a one-hour Speaking section with one question in French.

You will undertake the two-hour Writing section in a Writing Room and will undertake the Speaking 
section individually in a Recording Room.

LISTENING

This question requires a response written in French, to a passage spoken in French, played from a 
recording. 

In your written response, you are expected to:
• effectively communicate with perception and insight and create meaning in French
• use a wide variety of complex structures and vocabulary that are well integrated into a synthesised 

response
• show understanding of the text and its inferences, through analysis and evaluation, independent 

reflection, and extrapolation
• assemble ideas in a logical, clear, concise, and seamless / coherent manner, and make minimal 

use of expressions from the text
• go considerably beyond the information given in the text.

Listen to an interview between a journalist and Eric Cazaneau, founder of a carpool network in a small 
provincial town in France.
• You will hear the passage THREE times: The first time, you will hear it as a whole. The second and 

third times, you will hear the passage in sections, with a pause after each.
• While listening, make notes in the spaces provided. Your notes will not be assessed.
• Write your response, in French, beginning on page 4. The question is repeated on that page. 

QUESTION ONE

Selon le texte quels sont les avantages du covoiturage ? Selon vous quels en sont les 
inconvénients ? Pensez-vous que ce nouveau mode de transport puisse un jour remplacer les 
autres moyens de transport ?  

Glossed vocabulary
péages  tolls
SNCF (Société nationale des chemins de fer français)    France's national state-owned railway company
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Outstanding Scholar for French Scholarship 2015 Total score 23 

General 
Comments 

Content: The ideas are widespread and go considerably beyond the given 
materials. The candidate’s opinions are assembled in a coherent manner. 
The candidate engaged with both the listening and the reading passages 
and was able to show good understanding of the information and ideas 
that these contained. The candidate was able to show very good levels of 
comprehension in the responses to these questions. 
Evidence and reasoning: The arguments are supported with evidence, 
and the reasoning used in the argument is clear and makes sense. The 
reasoning may be predictable at times, or the evidence may occasionally 
be on the obvious side.  
Organization. The paper has a discernible and logical structure. The 
entire essay is unified in support of the given materials, individual opinions 
and different perspectives. The development of thought is generally clear. 
Expression and literacy: Both essay questions are written in clear 
French and clear English. Even if the candidate may commit few errors, it 
is not serious enough or frequent enough to interfere significantly with the 
communication of ideas. 
The candidate demonstrated a sufficiently high command of the language. 
The candidate should be reminded to focus on accurate spelling – 
including of words lifted from the texts – and grammar. 
 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 8 

• Use of wide variety of tenses beyond Level 8  
• Use of a variety of complex structures 
• The response demonstrates fluent, flexible use of idiomatic 

language throughout and convincingly expressed ideas 

 
 



 
 
 

 

2 7 

Same comments than the above. 

 

 
 

 

3 8 

• The candidate demonstrates a high level of thinking  
• The speech is well organised 
• The candidate considers different perspectives 
• The candidates’ opinions are well supported and justified 




