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ANNOTATIONS 

 
1. The candidate sets the scene for the content of his/her writing by exploring the 

concept of ‘Heimat’, demonstrating a clear understanding of points made by the 
speakers in the listening text. Language is relatively complex and well-controlled. 
Signposting is clear through the use of einhergehend. 

 
2. The candidate picks up themes from the listening text, demonstrating clear 

understanding and interpretive skill.  He/she does this without simply repeating 
phrases or ideas, but rather integrates these ideas with his/her own interpretation of 
the ideas. 

 
3. Mastery of complex language structures throughout is evidenced by use of features 

such as subjunctive, passives, subordinate clauses. While the language is not 
completely error-free, the candidate demonstrates a sophisticated level of language 
skill. 

 
4. The candidate selects relevants aspects of the reported experiences of the three 

young people in the interviews and exploits these in an integrated fashion to support 
the flow of argument being presented. 

 
5. Excellent use of connectors throughout (einhergehend, deswegen, auf der anderen 

Seite, abschließend) means signposting of the structure and argument is clear to the 

reader. There is evidence of planning and controlled structure. Interest and clarity 
are maintained through rhetorical devices. At the same time, there is effective 

forward movement in the discussion, with efficient and compact use of words. The 
candidate resists the temptation to simply offer a summary of the listening text. 
 

6. The candidate’s concluding statement, introduced by abschließend, returns to the 
writer’s personal perspective, balancing the positive and negative aspects of leaving 

one’s Heimat. 
 

7. The opening paragraph shows an integrated approach to responding to the questions. 

The candidate tells us essential details about Moritz’ experience and quickly goes 
beyond this to incorporate a connection to the his/her own world and that of his/her 

peers. The comments about overexposure to the digital age confirm the candidate 
has given some thought to the wider context represented by Moritz’ experience. 
 

8. This section focuses on reporting details of Moritz’ story and confirms detailed 
understanding of the events. The candidate writes efficiently in order to maximise the 

quantity of detail offered, adding some personal interpretative comment along the 
way. 
 

9. This section shows the candidate’s ability to synthesise information from the text and 
comment on it.  At no point does he/she simply translate or repeat details from the 

text (a temptation which many candidates fell into when responding to a written 
text). 
 

10.The final section offers an analysis of Moritz’ viewpoint. While the candidate largely 
identifies with Moritz’ position and sees him as typical of many young people, both in 

Germany and New Zealand, the candidate successfully points our where he/she 
disagrees with Moritz’ or sees shortcomings in his reasoning. The personal response 
of the candidate is clearly outlined. Similar to the candidate’s response to Q1, the 

response is well structured, with clear use of rhetorical devices to signpost that 
structure and lead the reader through the text. 
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