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ANSWER BOOKLET
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Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the 
same as the number at the top of this page.

Choose TWO questions from Question Booklet 93303Q, and write your 
answers in this booklet.

Use pages 2 and 12 to write the numbers of your chosen questions and to 
plan your ideas. Begin your first answer on page 3 and your second answer 
on page 13.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the 
back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–23 in the correct order and that none of 
these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF 
THE EXAMINATION.
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Scholarship exemplar for Media Studies 93303 2016 Total score 22 

Q Annotation 

2 (a) Introduction: Gives a well-developed introduction addressing the question, and 

establishing an argument that  21st century technology has impacted on the traditional 

media landscape. 

Paragraph 1: Strong subject knowledge and use of examples to back up argument.  

However, inaccuracies in historical understanding, and the relevance to the question, 

deflates much of the subject knowledge. 

Paragraph 2: Examines multiple avenues of the question, including strong knowledge of 

the controls and management of the music industry. However, only briefly links this 

knowledge to the argument. 

Paragraph 3 (page 7): Links consequences of streaming services to the economic 

development of artists and their work. 

Paragraph 4 (page 8): Attempts to identify future trends and implications, however is not 

implicit in argument. 

Paragraph 5: Demonstrates strong subject knowledge and an attempt to link this to 

critical thinking. Good use of examples and statistics to back up their argument. 

Conclusion: Concludes the essay with a basic summary of the introduction.  Doesn’t 

necessarily tie the argument together as a whole. 

Overall: The candidate provides very good subject knowledge, linking the present 

situation in the music industry with statistics and facts. However, doesn’t quite tie subject 

knowledge to the overarching question. Subject knowledge often leads the argument, 

rather than support it. Critical thinking is sometimes lost in the wealth of subject 

knowledge, leading to a reduction in synthesis of knowledge and originality of thought. 

Needs to identify future trends and the ramifications / implications of the current state of 

the music industry, as well as more critical thinking about the future directions of the 

industry, e.g. if this is happening now, what effect will this likely have on the industry 

going forward. 

  



3 (a) Introduction: Develops an introduction introducing the genre and adhering to the 

question. 

Paragraph 2: Identifies and clarifies the convention of Chiaroscuro using historical 

approaches and multiple texts.  Begins analysis of both development and application. 

Paragraph 3: Establishes an agent of change through the advent of the Hays Code and 

examines how this social factor helped to shape the invention of the conventions 

associated. 

Paragraph 4: Implies that film noir had an end point, and ceased to build on its 

inventions. However, doesn’t mention why this occurred, or provide an insight as to why 

trends changed. 

Paragraph 5: Redresses societal influences on the genre and misses the need to focus 

on the conventions and inventions of the genre. 

Conclusion: Ties the strands of the argument together to draw a conclusion. Links film 

noir with the students own production experience, although this sits outside the body of 

the essay. 

Overall: The candidate demonstrates strong subject knowledge and convincing 

knowledge of texts, societal factors, and implications. Consistently accurate in knowledge 

of events surrounding and influencing the genre. Shows knowledge of conventions and 

the changes within these conventions. Coherent and well-structured argument that 

addresses the question. Provides some insight into the social and technical importance of 

film noir, and drew some well-supported conclusions. 

 




