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Scholarship 2016
History

2.00 p.m. Monday 28 November 2016 
Time allowed: Three hours 

Total marks: 40

QUESTION BOOKLET

You should answer ONE question from this booklet.

Write your answers in Answer Booklet 93403A.

Pull out Resource Booklet 93403R from the centre of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has page 2 and that it is not blank.

YOU MAY KEEP THIS BOOKLET AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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CONTEXT: THE SIGNIFICANCE OF TURNING POINTS IN HISTORY

INSTRUCTIONS

Write an article for a history journal about turning points in history, in response to either Question One 
or Question Two. 

Your article should focus on one or more of the following years:

1559     1649     1769     1789     1840     1893     1918     1929     1945     1968     1989 

In your article you should integrate your own knowledge with evidence from at least SIX of the 
sources provided in the resource booklet. Sources A–D contain some key ideas about turning points 
in history that you may find useful to refer to in your article. 

In your article you will:

• analyse and think critically about key ideas relevant to the historical context(s) and setting(s)
• communicate a substantiated argument within an effective written format
• use highly developed knowledge, historical ideas, and skills to develop an argument that 

demonstrates an understanding of a complex historical context(s) and setting(s)
• evaluate historical relationships such as cause and effect, continuity and change, past and 

present, specific and general, and patterns and trends
• judge the reliability and usefulness of historical evidence, and evaluate the strengths and 

limitations of historians’ narratives.

Space for planning is provided on pages 2 and 3 of the Answer Booklet. Your plan will not be marked. 

Begin your answer on page 4 of the Answer Booklet.

EITHER: QUESTION ONE

“Peaks in the historical landscape have long been the standard fare for chroniclers of the past …This 
emphasis on events of enduring significance reveals history as the highly disruptive force that it can 
sometimes be, in which change is more likely to be the result of convulsions than of tranquil transitions.”

Paul Moon, ‘Turning Points: Events that changed the course of New Zealand History’

To what extent do you agree with an interpretation of Moon’s writing that it is events or years of enduring 
significance that change the course of history?

OR: QUESTION TWO

“I like to think of history as an untidy sprawling house … And in the house of history are those who think 
in centuries and those who focus on a single moment … Historians rightly look at key moments which 
signalled or set in motion great changes … And historians can take an apparently insignificant incident 
and use it to illuminate an age.”

Margaret MacMillan, ‘History’s People: Personalities and the Past’ 

To what extent do you agree with an interpretation of Macmillan’s writing that it is historians who 
construct what makes a portion of the past a turning point? 
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