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Title Maintain safety standards on the apron area of an airport 

Level 4 Credits 4 

 

Purpose People credited with this unit standard are able to, on the apron 
area of an airport: identify and respond to foreign object debris 
(FOD); maintain aircraft safety; maintain pedestrian safety; 
maintain an environment that meets the requirements of 
occupational health and safety regulations; and maintain 
vehicle and/or equipment safety. 

 

Classification Aviation > Airport Operations 

 

Available grade Achieved 

 

Guidance Information 
 
1 Definitions 

Airside worthiness refers to the compliance of vehicles with the requirements for the 
type of vehicles and the area of the airport in which they are operating, as specified 
in Civil Aviation Rule Part 139; it does not include road worthiness. 
Apron means a defined area on a land aerodrome intended to accommodate aircraft 
for the purpose of loading or unloading passengers or cargo, refuelling, parking, or 
maintenance. 
The term airport refers to aerodrome as per Civil Aviation Rules. 

 
2 Reference to enterprise procedures means that all activities must comply with the 

requirements contained in the current airport exposition, current airport company 
manuals and procedures, and any relevant legislative and/or regulatory 
requirements, which may include but are not limited to: Civil Aviation Act 1990, 
Health and Safety at Work Act 2015, Hazardous Substances and New Organisms 
Act 1996, relevant Civil Aviation Rules, New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) Policy. 

 

Outcomes and performance criteria 
 
Outcome 1 
 
Identify and respond to foreign object debris (FOD) on the apron area of an airport. 
 
Performance criteria 
 
1.1 Responsibilities related to FOD on an apron are adhered to in accordance with 

enterprise procedures. 
 
1.2 Any FOD on an apron is identified in accordance with enterprise procedures. 
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1.3 Any identified FOD on an apron is reported and recorded in accordance with 
enterprise procedures. 

 
Outcome 2 
 
Maintain aircraft safety on the apron area of an airport. 
 
Performance criteria 
 
2.1 The rules pertaining to aircraft right of way on an apron are adhered to in 

accordance with enterprise procedures and Civil Aviation Authority 
requirements. 

 
2.2 The rules pertaining to jet efflux from an aircraft on an apron are adhered to in 

accordance with enterprise procedures and Civil Aviation Authority 
requirements. 

 
2.3 The rules pertaining to circle of safety of an aircraft on an apron are adhered to 

in accordance with enterprise procedures and Civil Aviation Rules. 
 
2.4 The rules pertaining to refuelling of an aircraft on an apron are adhered to in 

accordance with enterprise procedures. 
 
2.5 The rules pertaining to servicing of an aircraft on an apron are adhered to in 

accordance with enterprise procedures. 
 
2.6 The rules pertaining to the use of radios and/or cell phones on an apron are 

adhered to in accordance with enterprise procedures. 
 
2.7 The rules for compliance with, and understanding of, the use of Air Traffic 

Services (ATS) lights on an apron are adhered to in accordance with enterprise 
procedures. 

 
Outcome 3 
 
Maintain pedestrian safety on the apron area of an airport. 
 
Performance criteria 
 
3.1 Responsibilities for safety of pedestrians on the apron are carried out in 

accordance with enterprise procedures. 
 
3.2 The rules pertaining to the use of radios and/or cell phones on an apron are 

adhered to in accordance with enterprise procedures and fuel suppliers’ 
regulations. 

 
3.3 The rules pertaining to the lights and signals on an apron are adhered to in 

accordance with enterprise procedures and airport operators’ requirements. 
 

Range may include but are not limited to – aircraft, vehicles, warning 
devices, anti-collision lights, traffic lights, marshalling. 
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3.4 The rules pertaining to emergency protocols on an apron are adhered to in 
accordance with enterprise procedures. 

 
Range may include but are not limited to those applying to – alarms, 

emergency phones, emergency shutoffs, valves, switches, fuel 
stops. 

 
3.5 The rules pertaining to apron markings on an apron are adhered to in 

accordance with enterprise procedures and Civil Aviation Rules. 
 
3.6 The rules pertaining to safe areas on an apron are adhered to in accordance 

with enterprise procedures. 
 
3.7 The rules pertaining to smoking on an apron are adhered to in accordance with 

enterprise procedures. 
 
3.8 The rules pertaining to the wearing of safety clothing by pedestrians on an 

apron are adhered to in accordance with the Health and Safety at Work Act 
2015 and enterprise procedures. 

 
Outcome 4 
 
Maintain an environment that meets the requirements of occupational health and safety 
regulations on the apron area of an airport. 
 
Performance criteria 
 
4.1 Safety equipment used on an apron is in accordance with the requirements of 

the Health and Safety at Work Act 2015. 
 
4.2 The rules pertaining to contaminants on an apron are adhered to in accordance 

with the Health and Safety at Work Act 2015, Hazardous Substances and New 
Organisms Act 1996, and enterprise procedures. 

 
Range may include but is not limited to – poisons, oil, jet fuel, glycol, 

bio-waste. 
 
4.3 The rules pertaining to animals on an apron are adhered to in accordance with 

enterprise procedures and environmental regulations. 
 
4.4 Emergency procedures are adhered to in accordance with enterprise 

procedures. 
 
Outcome 5 
 
Maintain vehicle and/or equipment safety on the apron area of an airport. 
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Performance criteria 
 
5.1 The rules pertaining to standards of airside worthiness of vehicles and/or 

equipment on an apron are adhered to in accordance with enterprise 
procedures and Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency requirements. 

 
5.2 The rules pertaining to leaks from vehicles and/or equipment on an apron are 

adhered to in accordance with enterprise procedures. 
 
5.3 The rules pertaining to apron markings for vehicles and/or equipment are 

adhered to in accordance with enterprise procedures and Civil Aviation Rules. 
 
5.4 The rules pertaining to safe areas for vehicles and/or equipment on an apron 

are adhered to in accordance with enterprise procedures and Civil Aviation 
Rules. 

 
5.5 The rules pertaining to accidents and incidents involving vehicles and/or 

equipment on an apron are adhered to in accordance with enterprise 
procedures and Civil Aviation Authority under Civil Aviation Rule Part 12. 

 
5.6 The rules pertaining to penalties and enforcement regarding vehicles and/or 

equipment that do not meet safety standards on an apron are adhered to in 
accordance with enterprise procedures. 

 
5.7 The rules pertaining to licensing and permits for vehicles and/or equipment that 

are required to meet safety regulations on an apron are adhered to in 
accordance with enterprise procedures. 

 

 

Planned review date 31 December 2026 

 
Status information and last date for assessment for superseded versions 

Process Version Date Last Date for Assessment 

Registration 1 27 April 2000 31 December 2016 

Revision 2 22 July 2005 31 December 2016 

Review 3 21 November 2008 31 December 2016 

Review 4 24 October 2014 31 December 2023 

Review 5 29 July 2021 N/A 

 

Consent and Moderation Requirements (CMR) reference 0028 

This CMR can be accessed at http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/framework/search/index.do. 
 

Comments on this unit standard 
 
Please contact ServiceIQ qualifications@serviceiq.org.nz if you wish to suggest changes 
to the content of this unit standard. 
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