
912310

2
9 1 2 3 1

© New Zealand Qualifications Authority, 2023. All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced by any means without the prior permission of the New Zealand Qualifications Authority.
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91231 Examine sources of an historical event that is 

of significance to New Zealanders

Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Examine sources of an historical event 
that is of significance to  
New Zealanders.

Examine, in depth, sources of an 
historical event that is of significance to 
New Zealanders.

Comprehensively examine sources of 
an historical event that is of significance 
to New Zealanders.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

Pull out Resource Booklet 91231R from the centre of this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–8 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.
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INSTRUCTIONS 

Read the Introduction in the resource booklet before analysing Sources A-J. The introduction 
will provide a context for your examination of the sources. 

In your answers, you should (where appropriate): 
• go beyond the immediately obvious information in the sources, in order to draw conclusions
• note relevant question(s) that the sources might raise in a historian's mind, that may be

investigated further 
• consider who created the source, and for what purpose.

QUESTION ONE 

What were the reasons behind the government introducing New Zealand Standard Time (NZST) in 
1868? Use evidence from at least TWO of Sources A-E to support your answer. 
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QUESTION TWO 

It is important for historians to understand people's interpretations of events by examining different 
perspectives. 

What are two perspectives from the debate around standardising time in New Zealand in 1868? 
Use evidence from at least TWO of Sources A-E to support your answer. 
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QUESTION THREE 

How were New Zealanders' attitudes and responses to daylight saving time similar and/ or different 
to those when NZST was introduced in 1868? Use evidence from at least TWO of Sources F-J to 
support your answer. 
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Q Grade 
score Marker commentary 

1 M5 The candidate addressed the question well and demonstrated a 
clear and thorough understanding of the reasons why the New 
Zealand government at the time introduced New Zealand Standard 
Time. The response used material from several sources, both 
explicitly and implicitly. 
While the response was framed in the candidate’s own words, 
there were multiple examples of direct quotes from the sources, 
some use of irrelevant material, and the sources not receiving 
equal attention. 

2 M5 The candidate examined material from two sources to address the 
question and demonstrated a thorough understanding of two 
perspectives concerning the debate around the introduction of 
New Zealand Standard Time in 1868. The response is reflective of 
the evidence and demonstrates a thorough understanding, 
although the depth of the examination was limited (generic 
commentary of regional differences). 
While the response was primarily in the candidate’s own words, 
there were sources quoted directly to support the response. 

3 M6 The candidate examined in depth both the attitudes and responses 
of New Zealanders to the introduction of New Zealand Standard 
Time in 1886 and New Zealand Daylight Savings Time in 1927. The 
examination was reflective of the similarities and differences and 
included commentary on regional differences (dairy farmers). 
The depth in the response demonstrated a high degree of 
engagement with the sources and historical concepts, using 
relevant and appropriate supporting evidence framed in the 
candidate’s own words.  

 




