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What is the National Qualifications Framework 
(NQF)?

• A register of standards and qualifications that are
– Nationally recognised

– Expressed as achievements

– Regularly checked for quality
– Used singly or in programmes of learning

– Packaged as qualifications



What’s good about the NQF?

• Student achievement is recognised
• Wide range of achievements recorded
• Assessment is valid, fair, accurate and consistent with 

national standards
• Assessment is more transparent
• Positive effects on learning
• Credits can be used in more than one qualification
• Ability to track national trends
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• Insert one or more of the graphical slides as 
appropriate from the file at

• www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/prof/docs/ncea-present-
withgraphics.ppt

•



Credits needed for NCEA

• Level 1
– 80 credits required at any level including 8 in literacy (reading & 

writing) and 8 in numeracy (maths)

• Level 2
– 80 credits of which a minimum of 60 credits is at level 2 or 

above

• Level 3
– 60 credits at level 3 or above and 20 credits from level 2 or 

above



• Insert one or more of the graphical slides as 
appropriate from the file at

• www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/prof/docs/ncea-present-
withgraphics.ppt

•



School Curriculum-based Standards

Achievement 
standards

Unit standards Unit standards

Internally
assessed 

Externally
assessed
(exam, 
project or 
portfolio )

Not 
achieved

Achieved

Merit

Excellence

Internally
assessed

Not 
achieved

Achieved

Internally
assessed

Not 
achieved

Achieved

Standards
Industry, M � ori & 
Other Standards



Other NQF Qualifications offered at << 
school >>
• ??
• ??
• ??
• ??

<<  Add to or remove as appropriate >>



Non-NQF Qualifications offered at << 
school >>
• International Computer Drivers’ Licence
• Microsoft Office – Specialist
• Waikato English Certificate
• Zayed College – Arabic L 1

<<  Add to or remove as appropriate >>
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9 standards
23 credit course
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10 exam questions 
each worth 10 marks

Total 100 marks
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Compare the Old and the New
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Compare the Old and the New (cont’d)
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Then

Norm-referenced

• Compares individual performance 
against others

• Ranks achievement in relation to 
achievements of others

• Reports grades, percentages or 
marks

• Results often scaled to fit a normal 
distribution or predetermined 
distribution of grades
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• Measures individual performance 
against preset standards

• Measures real levels of achievement

• Students know what’s required to 
achieve/reach the standard

• The performance of other students 
does not affect the assessment of the 
individual

• Students not in competition for limited 
grades or pass rates

• Provides a profile of the achievement 
of skills and content knowledge

and Now



• Mainly external examination-
based

• One-off exam per subject
• A few subjects included an 

internal assessment 
component

• Some subjects provided one-
off assessment of submitted 
folios or assignments (eg 
Visual Arts)

• Diverse mix of external and 
internal; exam and ‘other’
assessments 

– Teacher observations
– Exercise books
– Journals
– Running records
– Performance
– Essays
– Tests
– Exams
– Reports
– Assignments

Then and Now
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Mode of Assessment

• Students can still sit exams at the end of each year –
EXTERNAL assessment

• Some standards will be assessed by the school –
INTERNAL assessment



INTERNAL assessment

• Used when assessment requires student practical 
performance, equipment or extended time

• Work is assessed by classroom teacher with national 
quality checks (moderation) 



EXTERNAL assessment

• Work is assessed by a marker from outside the school

• Written exams will be used where assessment involves 
pen and paper only

• Portfolio submissions in some areas, eg Visual Arts, 
Technology, Graphics



Keep NCEA in perspective

• NCEA is not about what is taught.  That is curriculum

NCEA is not about how it is taught.  That is pedagogy or 
teaching method

NCEA is about how we measure what has been learned –
nothing more or less

John Langley
Dean, Faculty of Education, Auckland University

• So the focus should be on LEARNING



Documentation of Results

• NQF Results Notification

• Record of Learning (RoL)

• Certificate(s)



NQF Results Notification



NQF Results Notification



Record of Learning

• Shows achievements

• Issued in May to all 
Yr 13 Leavers; 
others on request

• Request via personal 
logon to NZQA 
website; or 04 463 
3000



The Certificate



The Certificate
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University Entrance from 2004

• 14 credits in Mathematics at Level 1 or higher
• 4 credits at Level 2 or above in Reading
• 4 credits at Level 2 or above in Writing

14 credits at 
level 3

or higher in no 
more than 2 
domains or 
‘approved 

subject’ area

14 credits at 
level 3

or higher in an
‘approved 

subject’ area

14 credits at 
level 3

or higher in an
‘approved 

subject’ area



For example:

University Entrance from 2004

PhysicsBiologyTe Reo M� ori

Graphics (7) +

Technology (7)

HistoryEnglish

Food Technology (10) +

Animal Husbandry (4)

DramaPhysical Education

14 credits at 
level 3

or higher in no 
more than 2 
domains or 
‘approved 

subject’ area

14 credits at 
level 3

or higher in an
‘approved 

subject’ area

14 credits at 
level 3

or higher in an
‘approved 

subject’ area
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New Zealand Scholarship

• A monetary award recognising top students
• Does not earn credits; is not a qualification
• Scholarship awards appear on Record of Learning
• Assessed against challenging standards
• Demanding for the most able students
• Students expected to demonstrate

– high-level critical thinking

– abstraction and generalisation, and to
– integrate, synthesise and apply knowledge, skills, 

understanding and ideas to complex situations



New Zealand Scholarship

Awards values:

$10,000 pa for 3 yearsPremier Award (For the very top 5 to 10 candidates who get at 
least three Scholarships at Outstanding level):

$5,000 pa for 3 yearsOutstanding Scholar Award  (Minimum of 3 
Scholarships with at least 2 at ‘Outstanding’ level or more than 3 Scholarships 
with at least 1 at Outstanding level):

$2,000 pa for 3 yearsTop Subject Scholar Award (Top candidates in each 
subject):

$2,000 pa for 3 yearsScholarship Award (Three Scholarship subjects):

$500 per subjectSingle Subject Awards  (Scholarship in up to two subjects):
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Benefits for Students

• Actual achievement is recognised

• Wide range of assessment methods 

• Students know

– what is expected

– how to achieve it

• Positive effects on learning

• Credits can be used in more than one qualification



Information on

• National Qualifications Framework (NQF)
• How does it work? - NCEA L1, L2, L3
• Assessment Principles
• University Entrance
• Scholarship
• How is my child better off?
• How to help?



How to help

• Monitor performance

– Regularly view their results

– Learner log in - NZQA website

• Talk about learning and assessments
– ask them to show you, and
– explain what they are doing

• Help maintain regular attendance and homework / 
assignment completion



Where can I found out more?

www.nzqa.govt.nz


