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Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Show understanding of specified 
aspect(s) of studied written text(s), using 
supporting evidence.

Show convincing understanding of 
specified aspect(s) of studied written 
text(s), using supporting evidence.

Show perceptive understanding of 
specified aspect(s) of studied written 
text(s), using supporting evidence.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should answer ONE of the essay questions in this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 –12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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Low Achievement

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.







  

Low Achievement exemplar for 90849 2015 Total score 3 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

2 A3 

Both stories are discussed in terms of Matiu’s early experiences and attitudes 
but the actual change within the character remains lightly addressed. 

The concluding paragraph addresses change in a broad sense and the 
illustrations of change remain very vague which, in the minds of the markers 
becomes a clear example of ‘just enough’. Character has been identified and 
the changes he undergoes have been mentioned. Changes discussed in a 
superficial manner, lacking specific details on how he changed or a 
development of why he changed. 
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High Achievement exemplar for 90849 2015 Total score 4 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

8 A4 

The technique is identified as the deliberate anonymity of the character(s) in 
order to stress the uncaring nature of War and does so in a convincing 
fashion. The sniper as a ‘risk taker’ could have been more strongly illustrated.  
The reference to ‘multiple enemies’ is acceptable though also not as 
convincing as it might have been. 

The discussion about ‘choice of words’ is not as convincing. Whole phrases 
are quoted rather than a clear focus on the power of individual words so the 
candidate’s claim of ‘careful selection’ is therefore not sustained. The 
discussion descends into too much plot for higher consideration. 

 

  




