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Excellence

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.











Excellence exemplar for 90881 2015 Total score 30 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 E8 

Across the entire question the candidate has provided a thorough and detailed 
response.  They have identified all the key factual information, but also 
grasped the more implicit meanings that justify why Okapi would appeal to 10- 
15 year olds, such as “the article says it will help 10-15 year olds to succeed at 
school, an enticing prospect". 

2 E7 

The candidate has provided a thorough response to each of the three 
elements of the question.  They have grasped some of the implicit meanings, 
such as justifying that Thomas is a fan due to “the scale of his involvement in 
football throughout his life” and proven this statement by linking it to as many 
facts from the text as possible.  To gain E8, the candidate would have had to 
provide more understanding of implicit meanings in: 

(b) stating that a trip to NZ would be a surprise because as he has never been 
overseas nor to a stadium to see a live game, he would not expect his first 
time watching a match to be in NZ, a country so far from France which he 
knew nothing about. 

(c) stating that he is happy as such a trip would be a dream come true, as he 
has always wanted to see a live game in a stadium and now he is living out 
this dream, seeing his first match in Christchurch tomorrow and the final later 
in Auckland. 

3 E7 

The candidate has provided a thorough response to each of the elements of 
the question.  They have grasped some of the implicit meanings, such as 
Hugo the hippo’s friendship of the elephant being based on admiration of their 
differences and abilities.  To gain E8, the candidate would have needed to 
show more analysis and linking of the describing adjectives e.g. along with 
translating the text to prove their adjective choice of ‘lazy’ and ‘hungry’ making 
a statement such as “he must be hungry if he is prepared to walk for miles to 
look for food, when he classes himself, like most hippos, as lazy and prefers to 
spend most of his time sleeping and bathing in the water”. 

4 E8 

The candidate has provided a thorough and detailed response to the question 
– summarising all issues covered in Marie’s letter.  The candidate makes
implicit links with the text, e.g. the offer of a trip to France placing additional 
stress on Marie.  The candidate also identifies the information that is left out in 
Marie’s text “It is good that she works lots in class and that she receives good 
grades from her teachers, but to do well in exams she needs to study before 
the exams, which she makes no mention of doing in the text.”    




