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Level 1 Geography, 2015
91008  Demonstrate geographic understanding of 

population concepts

9.30 a.m. Thursday 12 November 2015 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate geographic understanding 
of population concepts.

Demonstrate in-depth geographic 
understanding of population concepts.

Demonstrate comprehensive 
geographic understanding of population 
concepts.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 – 12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

ASSESSOR’S USE ONLY

TOTAL

High
Merit 

16

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.
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INSTRUCTIONS 

In the box below, name a region, country {or countries) that you will use for your population case 
study. 

Name of region, country {or countries) population case study: 

--- Ot.'1)�___!� .. lolL<..�-t�\/lO.,.__ -----

You should provide detailed case study material from this region, country (or countries) when 
answering ALL of the questions in this booklet. 

QUESTION ONE: Population Distribution 

Read the geographic concept below and refer to it when answering this question. 

Geographic Concept 

Patterns are a distinctive arrangement of things or objects. Geography studies spatial 

patterns (the arrangement of features on the earth's surface), and temporal patterns (how 

characteristics, trends, and features change over time). 

Distribution of World Population by Country 

Equator 

Source (adapted): http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:World_population.svg#mediaviewer/File:World_population.svg 

Geography 91008, 2015 

For copyright reasons, this resource cannot be reproduced here.
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Text Box
Weak but some attempt at describing pattern
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Text Box
The only attempt at annotation is in the key
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Text Box
This is an M5 because while part a and b are weaker the candidate  has a strong description of why the population distribution has changed with some detailed supporting evidence.
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For copyright reasons, this resource cannot be reproduced here.
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Text Box
The candidate shows a stronger understanding of Stage 2
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Text Box
Candidate shows a strong understanding of the concept of change as shown by the DTM.  They can apply it to their chosen case study with some specific evidence.
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Text Box
This is an A4 because the candidate describes fertility and how changes in fertility rates slow population growth and they describe a sustainability issue.  While specific evidence is weak considered together there is sufficient  for a high achieved.
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Write the question number(s) if applicable.



  

High Merit exemplar for Geography 91008 2015 Total score 16 

Q Grade score Annotation 

 M6 The candidate shows some depth in their understanding of population 
concepts. 
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Text Box
The candidate describes the pattern with some supporting evidence

aolsen
Text Box
The map is clear with additional annotations as well as a coloured key showing density.
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Text Box
In Part c the candidate is able to describe why the population distribution of China has changed giving some reasons as supporting evidence.Together the answer in an M5. Further detailed evidence and insight would have enabled the candidate to gain a higher grade
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QUESTION TWO: Population Change 

Read the geographic concept below and refer to it when answering this question. 

Geographic Concept 

Change involves any alteration to the natural or cultural environment. Change can 

be spatial and I or temporal. Change is a normal process in both natural and cultural 

environments. It occurs at varying rates, at different times, and in different places. 

Change can bring about further change. 

'\
The Demographic Transition Model 

Source (adapted): http://2012books.lardbucket.org/books/regional-geog raphy-of-the-world-global ization-people-and

places/s04-04-g lobalization-and-development. html 

The Demographic Transition Model shows five stages of change in a population over time. 

(a) Fully describe what Stage 2 and Stage 4 of the model show.

You should refer to the model and the concept of change. 
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For copyright reasons, this resource cannot be reproduced here.





aolsen
Text Box
The candidate is able to explain is detail the change in the DTM and apply the model accurately to China.  The use of population pyramids is evidence of their understanding of the DTM and the concept of change when applied to the structure of a population over time. Further integration of their understanding would have improved their grade.







aolsen
Text Box
The candidate describes fertility very generally and shows some understanding of the impact of changes in fertility rates on a population.  They identify some important sustainability issues facing China but they fail to develop their thinking to answer in any depth the question's focus on what is being done by governments or agencies. 
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High Merit exemplar for Geography 91008 2015 Total score 16 

Q Grade score Annotation 

 M6 Overall, the candidate demonstrates an in-depth geographic 
understanding of population concepts. 

 




