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Level 2 English, 2015
91100  Analyse significant aspects of unfamiliar written 
text(s) through close reading, supported by evidence

2.00 p.m. Monday 9 November 2015 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Analyse significant aspects of unfamiliar 
written text(s) through close reading, 
supported by evidence.

Analyse significant aspects of unfamiliar 
written text(s) convincingly through 
close reading, supported by evidence.

Analyse significant aspects of unfamiliar 
written text(s) perceptively through close 
reading, supported by evidence.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

Pull out Resource Booklet 91100R from the centre of this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 – 8 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

ASSESSOR’S USE ONLY

TOTAL 13

High Merit

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.















  

Low Merit exemplar for 91100 2015 Total score 13 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M5 

This answer was awarded M5 because it addressed the question (change of 
emotions…) by showing how a number of feelings developed through the 
passage. While many of these were at the Achievement level, merit level 
analysis was present. For example, the simile “like a baby” is given a clear and 
rational explanation as indicating the whale was “cute…was not going to hurt 
Will…is peaceful”.  Thus a layered analysis of the effect of the technique is 
presented which is convincing. 

2 A4 

This answer was awarded A4 because it addressed the question (change of 
mood…) by showing how moods associated with different times occurred 
through the passage. The approach was more descriptive than analytical 
although meaning was drawn from the text. An example is the metaphor 
“book” which “shows every day is different”. This does not have the depth of 
Answer A because the explanations were not developed. 

 

3 A4 

This answer was awarded A4 because it addressed the question (mysterious 
and remote nature…) by discussing a number of techniques used to create 
attraction.  The approach was more descriptive than analytical although 
meaning was drawn from the text. An example is the metaphor “mirror” which 
“shows you have to accept what you can see…we can’t control Antarctica.” 
The connections between the elements of this explanation were not 
developed. 
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91100  Analyse significant aspects of unfamiliar written 
text(s) through close reading, supported by evidence

2.00 p.m. Monday 9 November 2015 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Analyse significant aspects of unfamiliar 
written text(s) through close reading, 
supported by evidence.

Analyse significant aspects of unfamiliar 
written text(s) convincingly through 
close reading, supported by evidence.

Analyse significant aspects of unfamiliar 
written text(s) perceptively through close 
reading, supported by evidence.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

Pull out Resource Booklet 91100R from the centre of this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 – 8 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

ASSESSOR’S USE ONLY

TOTAL 17

High Merit















  

High Merit exemplar for 91100 2015 Total score 17 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M6 

This answer was awarded M6 because it addressed the question (change of 
emotions…) by showing how sadness is created in the opening section and 
comparing this to the final emotion – empathy. This scrip was at the merit level 
because it detailed the effect of techniques in a reasoned and clear way. 
Examples include listing “which shows a lot has gone on…at the same time he 
is relieved to be alone”, and the connection made between the rhetorical 
question, simile and the comparison to Will in the final paragraph.  This 
combination of techniques to create meaning explains convincingly how the 
boy and whale are connected and thus how empathy is made clear. 

2 M5 

This answer was awarded M5 because it answered the question (change of 
mood…) by showing mood changes associated with a change from life to 
death. An example of this being accomplished at the merit level is the way the 
student contrasts specific items of language in the second half with what came 
before – “it’s like all of the life has been taken out”. This is added to by the 
attention paid to diction associated with death which “makes us think that the 
writer things that everything is dark, still and dead during the night.” 

3 M6 

This answer was awarded M6 because it answered the question (mysterious 
and remote nature…) by briefly unpacking a number of techniques in sufficient 
detail.  These include the metaphor of furniture, “furniture is comfortable and 
safety thing we all know…we all have in our brains the desire to know about 
[Antarctica]”. 

 

  




