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Low Merit

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.













Low Merit exemplar for 91118 2015 Total score 20 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M5 

Section (a) of this response is a clear indicator that the candidate is working at 
Merit level for this question.  The candidate has understood the idea of 
Carter expressing himself, coping and improving his French.  There are other 
Merit details that have been less successfully understood.  Therefore an M6 
grade or higher is out of reach.  With increased accuracy of comprehension a 
higher grade would be possible. 

2 M6 

Both sections of this question have been answered ably by the candidate.  
The main points have been addressed – that Wednesday morning school is 
now obligatory for young children and that parents have concerns with this.  
Additional evidence about the parental concern for example adding a detail 
such as “it is too much for children to get up early from Monday – Friday” 
would have seen this candidate likely achieve with an E grade. 

3 M5 

The candidate has answered some elements of this question accurately.  
Section (b) has been particularly well answered though there is still further 
detail that could have been extrapolated from the text.  For example, the 
candidate has not clearly expressed the idea that while students are at school 
parents can work half a day more at work, thus earning more money.  
Evidence such as this can count towards an E grade for this question. 

4 A4 

As was common amongst the cohort, this candidate did not struggle to find 
lower level evidence.  This candidate has attempted understanding of some of 
the higher level ideas with limited success.  For example, he / she writes that 
you only find out the exact date once you have enrolled (the 24th) whereas the 
correct answer is that you find out the exact date 24 hours in advance.  
Correct comprehension of ideas such as these can lift grades from the A to the 
M boundary. 
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High Merit













High Merit exemplar for 91118 2015 Total score 23 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 A4 

The candidate has shown some understanding of the text.  There are various 
pieces of evidence that can contribute towards the standard – that Carter 
played in France in 2009, the future of his family, injuries.  These are all fairly 
discrete chunks of text and do not hang together in anything more cogent 
than Achieved level work. 

2 M6 

Merit level language and ideas are particularly evident in (b). However, 
the candidate has not always shown clear understanding as some details 
are missing.  Attention to such detail is required for and E7 or E8 grade. 
For example in (a) the candidate has neglected to mention Wednesday 
which does have an implication for the understanding of that part of the 
question.

3 M6 

There are several Merit level ideas evident in the response to this question (if 
children are at school parents don’t need to pay someone, it’s better to get 
used to waking up at the same time, same routine).  To achieve with an E 
grade for this question there needed to be a thorough understanding of section 
(a).  If the candidate had correctly mentioned why teachers are opposed to the 
Wednesday morning ruling (France’s schooling hours are already among the 
hardest in Europe and students results are far from being the best) then an E 
grade would have been likely. 

4 E7 

Key to achievement with an E7 or E8 grade was being able to show a holistic 
understanding of the text with certain more complex details being explained 
clearly.  One such detail was the idea that you can only attend the Diner en 
blanc if you are invited by someone who has already been.  This was a 
challenging idea linguistically and was clear evidence to the marking panel of 
a candidate working at E level. 




