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Level 2 Geography, 2015
91243  Apply geography concepts and skills to 

demonstrate understanding of a given environment

9.30 a.m. Thursday 26 November 2015 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Apply geography concepts and skills to 
demonstrate understanding of a given 
environment.

Apply geography concepts and skills 
with precision to demonstrate in-depth 
understanding of a given environment.

Apply geography concepts and 
skills with precision to demonstrate 
comprehensive understanding of a 
given environment.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

Pull out Resource Booklet 91243R from the centre of this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 – 12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

ASSESSOR’S USE ONLY

TOTAL 24

Excellence 

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.
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The examination continues on the following page.















Read the geographic concept below, and refer to it, as well as Resource H on page 9 of the 
resource booklet, when answering (d) and (e).

Geographic Concept

Perspectives are ways of seeing the world that help explain responses to environments. 
Perspectives involve people’s perceptions (how they view and interpret environments) 
and viewpoints (what they think) about geographic issues. Perceptions and viewpoints 
are influenced by people’s values (deeply held beliefs about what is important or 
desirable). 

Source (adapted) from http://www.pancanal.com/eng/op/transit-stats/2014/2014-Table00[1].pdf

The cartoon above reflects a particular perspective in relation to the Panama Canal expansion.

(d) Which of the three individuals in Resource H best reflects the perspective in the cartoon
above?

(e) Fully explain why the individual you chose in (d) best reflects the perspective in the cartoon.

In your answer, you should:
• use geographic terminology
• use the geographic concept of perspectives
• integrate specific evidence from Resource H.

For copyright reasons, this resource 
cannot be reproduced here.
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Question Three (e) continues on the next page
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Extra space if required.
Write the question number(s) if applicable.
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High Excellence exemplar for 91243 2015 Total score 24 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 E8 

The candidate uses geographic skills and conventions to a high level of 
accuracy to interpret information by providing detailed answers in Question 
One (a) and (b).  

A thorough understanding of the geographic concept of ‘Accessibility’ was 
shown. The candidate showed insight by effectively unpacking and applying 
key words/terminology from the concept definition to explain how the global 
shipping industry has been affected, and supported this by including a range 
of detailed specific information in the response. 

2 E8 

The candidate uses geographic skills and conventions to a high level of 
accuracy to interpret and present information by providing detailed answers in 
Question Two (b) and (d).  

A thorough understanding of the geographic concept of ‘Environments’ was 
shown. The candidate showed insight by effectively unpacking and applying 
key words/terminology from the concept definition to explain the cultural 
features of the Panama Canal, and supported this by including a range of 
detailed specific information in the response. 

3 E8 

The candidate uses geographic skills and conventions to a high level of 
accuracy to interpret and present information by providing detailed answers in 
Question Three (a), (b) and (c). Notably in (b), detailed annotations were used, 
rather than labels.  

A thorough understanding of the geographic concept of ‘Perspectives’ was 
shown. The candidate showed insight by effectively unpacking and applying 
key words/terminology from the concept definition to explain why Selena 
Contador best reflected the perspective in the cartoon, and supported this by 
including a range of detailed specific information the response. 

 




