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Level 2 Media Studies, 2015
91251  Demonstrate understanding of an aspect of a 

media genre

2.00 p.m. Monday 16 November 2015 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of an 
aspect of a media genre.

Demonstrate in-depth understanding of 
an aspect of a media genre.

Demonstrate critical understanding of 
an aspect of a media genre.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should write an essay on ONE of the five statements in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 – 12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

ASSESSOR’S USE ONLY

TOTAL

Low 
Excellence

7

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.



INSTRUCTIONS

Choose ONE media genre that you have studied.

Write an essay discussing an aspect of your chosen media genre, by responding to ONE of the 
statements below.

In your discussion:
• describe an aspect of your chosen media genre
• explain how and / or why this aspect has an impact on the media genre
• examine the likely implications of this aspect for the media genre, and draw conclusions

based on evidence
• include supporting detail from at least TWO media texts and any other relevant sources.

Use page 3 to write your chosen media genre, your chosen statement number, and to plan your 
essay.

Begin your essay on page 4.

STATEMENTS (Choose ONE)

The statements below relate to aspects of a media genre.

1. When a society’s preoccupations (e.g. expectations, hopes, concerns, fears, tastes) change, so
does a genre.

Discuss a significant change that has taken place in a genre you have studied.

2. Genres thrive (grow, develop, change) when media producers modify conventions.

Discuss how and why this has occurred in a genre you have studied.

3. As an audience becomes used to a genre, they demand more from it.

Discuss to what extent this is true in a genre you have studied.

4. Audiences expect both familiar and original elements in media genres; too much or too little of
either will lessen the appeal.

Discuss, in relation to a genre you have studied.

5. The familiarity of a genre provides economic benefits to media producers.

Discuss to what extent this is true in a genre you have studied.
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Low Excellence exemplar for Media Studies 91251 2015 Total score 7 

Q Grade score Annotation 

 E7 The candidate demonstrates a sound understanding of the 'superhero' 
genre. They focus clearly on the commercial considerations of the genre and 
provide detailed evidence (from both primary and secondary sources). 
The candidate secures Excellence with discussion of the impact of the 
commercial success of marvel on other franchises such as D.C. 
This implication is then strengthened through discussion of how the genre 
has impacted on other medium (specifically T.V.). 
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High Excellence exemplar for Media Studies 91251 2015 Total score 8 

Q Grade score Annotation 

 E8 The candidate presents a strong, focused argument about audience 
response to the genre. This is backed-up with solid evidence, including box 
office figures. 
Implications for the genre are well supported, with reference to critical 
material, and case studies of other genres. 

 




