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Merit exemplar for 91399 2015 Total score 17 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M6 

This response is awarded M6 because the candidate provided: 
(1) correct shadings and labels (key provided)
(2) detailed explanations about the change in CS (error in PS) including 

reasons for the change, with reference to the Graph One
(3) detailed explanation of the loss of AE with reference to Graph One
(4) detailed explanation of the effectiveness of the subsidy on elastic vs 

inelastic demand, but a better answer would have included reference 
to Graphs One and Two (i.e. Q1Q2 being a greater increase than 
Q1Q3, greater than proportional increase in QD) and linked the 
greater increase in QD to fewer cars on the road which equals less 
traffic congestion. 

2 M5 

This response clearly provides evidence of an in-depth understanding 
of the material.  It includes: 
(5) 4 out of 6 correct calculations and detailed explanations about the

changes in CS for both policies including reasons for the changes,
with correct reference to Graphs Three and Four and the correct
figures from Tables One and Two

This response is not M6 due to the errors in the figures relating to 
changes in PS and government revenue and a lack of relevant details 
to do with reasons why PS changed and flow-on effects on government. 

3 M6 

This response is awarded M6 because the candidate provided : 
(6) correct shift of supply curve and labels
(7) detailed explanations about restoring equilibrium using market

forces, with reference to Graph Five
(8) detailed explanation of the decrease in CS with correct reference to

Table Three and Graph Six. (error in PS reference and label) 
(9) loss of AE with correct reference to Table Three and Graph Six.
A better answer would have included the government as well when 
explaining the net welfare loss (i.e loss of CS outweighs the combined 
gain of PS and govt tariff revenue) and the correct labelling and 
reference to the change in PS (8), and a flow-on effect from the tariff 
revenue received by the government (10). 


