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Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of how 
interacting natural processes shape a 
New Zealand geographic environment.

Demonstrate in-depth understanding 
of how interacting natural processes 
shape a New Zealand geographic 
environment.

Demonstrate comprehensive 
understanding of how interacting natural 
processes shape a New Zealand 
geographic environment.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ONE of the two questions in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 – 10 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.
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(Rates) 

A3 SETTING: MURIWAI COASTAL GEOGRAPHIC ENVIRONMENT 
The candidate’s diagram on page 4 shows the significant natural 
features in their environment.  Annotations provide some evidence 
of an implied understanding of process interaction. 
Process analysis is only descriptive within the diagram – 
processes are named, but it is not explained how any operate to 
shape a feature. 
Two features selected – dunes and headland. 
The candidate’s written response shows a simple understanding of 
how two processes work and operate to create significant features. 
Analysis of processes in their written response is at a basic level, 
with the operation of at least two processes being briefly 
explained, but with little depth or technical detail. The operation of 
these processes was loosely linked to how they worked to shape 
each feature. 
Interaction between two of these processes is implied only, and 
not described, i.e. ‘they work together’, but did not state how 
processes were linked to one another. 
A detailed understanding of how processes operate at different 
rates is clearly demonstrated on page 6 in relation to the dunes, 
but the implied interaction between processes limited the 
progression of this response to an A4. 
Specific evidence is provided both in the diagram and within their 
written answer that clearly links to their chosen geographic 
environment. 
Overall, this script was limited to an A3 as their analysis of 
processes (more than one) was at a basic level, but more 
importantly, due to their lower level understanding of interactions 
between processes – the interactions between processes was 
implied only and not described.   
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INSTRUCTIONS 

Choose ONE of the two questions below and answer it.

Use page 3 to identify your chosen question, a New Zealand geographic environment that you 
have studied, and the key interacting natural processes that operate in it; and to plan your 
response.

Draw relevant, detailed map(s) and / or diagram(s) for your chosen question on page 4.

Begin your written answer for your chosen question on page 5, integrating detailed, specific 
information about your environment and its natural processes. You may include relevant, detailed 
map(s) and / or diagram(s) to support your written answer as appropriate, and / or refer to the map(s) 
and / or diagram(s) you have shown on page 4.

EITHER: QUESTION ONE

Processes occur at different scales. Large scale processes such as hydrological action, can be 
broken down into medium (such as fluvial or coastal action) and smaller sub-processes (such 
as fluvial erosion or coastal deposition).

Comprehensively analyse how a significant natural feature(s) in your New Zealand geographic 
environment has been shaped by the operation of interacting natural processes at different scales.

OR: QUESTION TWO

Processes occur at different rates. These rates can be determined by the speed of operation 
(fast or slow), or the way they operate at different times (frequency), e.g. single event, daily, 
seasonal, intermittently, constantly.

Comprehensively analyse how a significant natural feature(s) in your New Zealand geographic 
environment has been shaped by the operation of interacting natural processes at different rates.
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A4 SETTING: OMAHA COASTAL ENVIRONMENT 
The candidate’s diagram on page 4 is limited and shows the 
location of significant natural features in their environment. No 
annotations were provided that helped to demonstrate an 
understanding of the operation of processes or interactions. A 
diagram was not required at an Achievement level. 
One feature is selected – dunes. 
Process analysis of multiple processes is evident within the 
answer. At least two processes were explained in a way that 
showed a simplistic understanding of how each worked to shape 
their selected feature. 
Process analysis lacked technical detail or depth of explanation 
that would allow for a higher grade. 
Interaction between the processes of deposition/longshore drift 
and Aeolian transport processes are understood and described 
briefly on page 6, using the carry through of an element (sand) 
from one process then being used in another process.  This 
shows an understanding of interactions that is beyond just 
implied. 
The candidate uses and applies the idea of processes operating 
at different scales (larger vs smaller) due to the location along the 
beach (north vs south). While this idea of scales is slightly 
different to the definition provided in the question, it still 
demonstrates the candidate understands what the term ‘scale’ 
means, and how it can be applied to processes operating in an 
environment. Therefore, it counted towards the higher 
Achievement grade. 
Overall, this script demonstrated a solid comprehension of how 
processes (more than one) operate together to shape a feature, 
but lacked sufficient depth in the explanation of process analysis, 
interactions, and reference to scales, to go beyond an A4. 

 




