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Level 3 Geography, 2015
91427  Demonstrate understanding of how a cultural 

process shapes geographic environment(s)

9.30 a.m. Wednesday 25 November 2015 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of how a 
cultural process shapes geographic 
environment(s).

Demonstrate in-depth understanding 
of how a cultural process shapes 
geographic environment(s).

Demonstrate comprehensive 
understanding of how a cultural process 
shapes geographic environment(s).

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ONE of the two questions in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 – 10 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

ASSESSOR’S USE ONLY

TOTAL

Low
Merit

5

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.



INSTRUCTIONS 

Choose ONE of the two questions below and answer BOTH parts.

Use page 3 to identify your chosen question, a cultural process that you have studied, and the 
environment(s) where this cultural process operates; and to plan your response.

Draw relevant, detailed map(s) and / or diagram(s) for part (a) of your chosen question on page 4.

Begin your written answer for part (b) of your chosen question on page 5, integrating detailed, specific 
information about your cultural process and the environment(s) where it operates. You may include 
relevant, detailed map(s) and / or diagram(s) to support your written answer as appropriate, and / or 
refer to the map(s) and / or diagram(s) you have shown in part (a) on page 4.

EITHER: QUESTION ONE

(a) Draw an annotated diagram to explain how different elements, features, and / or characteristics
of your cultural process interact in a named geographic environment.

Ensure correct conventions are used.

(b) Comprehensively analyse how these elements, features, and / or characteristics create temporal
variations in your cultural process in your chosen environment(s).

OR: QUESTION TWO

(a) Draw an annotated map to show how the operation of the cultural process has impacted on a
named geographic environment.

Ensure correct conventions are used.

(b) Comprehensively analyse how the operation of the cultural process has impacted on the
environment and people (individuals and / or groups) in your chosen environment(s).
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Low Merit exemplar for Geography 91427 2015 Total score 5 

Q Grade score Annotation 

2 5 

This answer contains a well-annotated map that includes geographic 
conventions. The written answer is detailed (includes specific case study 
examples), and gives the range of impacts on people through the use of 
positive and negative social and economic indicators. However, the 
environment impacts are weaker than the impacts on people. It is this aspect 
of the answer that means it cannot reach an M6. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

Choose ONE of the two questions below and answer BOTH parts.

Use page 3 to identify your chosen question, a cultural process that you have studied, and the 
environment(s) where this cultural process operates; and to plan your response.

Draw relevant, detailed map(s) and / or diagram(s) for part (a) of your chosen question on page 4.

Begin your written answer for part (b) of your chosen question on page 5, integrating detailed, specific 
information about your cultural process and the environment(s) where it operates. You may include 
relevant, detailed map(s) and / or diagram(s) to support your written answer as appropriate, and / or 
refer to the map(s) and / or diagram(s) you have shown in part (a) on page 4.

EITHER: QUESTION ONE

(a) Draw an annotated diagram to explain how different elements, features, and / or characteristics
of your cultural process interact in a named geographic environment.

Ensure correct conventions are used.

(b) Comprehensively analyse how these elements, features, and / or characteristics create temporal
variations in your cultural process in your chosen environment(s).

OR: QUESTION TWO

(a) Draw an annotated map to show how the operation of the cultural process has impacted on a
named geographic environment.

Ensure correct conventions are used.

(b) Comprehensively analyse how the operation of the cultural process has impacted on the
environment and people (individuals and / or groups) in your chosen environment(s).
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High Merit exemplar for Geography 91427 2015 Total score 6 

Q Grade score Annotation 

2 6 The overall result is a High Merit and the candidate has answered all 
aspects of the question in detail. The map is annotated and has geographic 
conventions, but is not comprehensive in showing how the operation of the 
cultural process has impacted on the environment.  

The written answer is detailed (includes specific case study examples), and 
a range of impacts on people and the environment are given. However, the 
answer doesn’t have a significant range of ideas (breadth), to be considered 
a comprehensive analysis of the question. The answer states detailed facts 
and ideas, but does not contain enough insight into how these impact on 
people and the environment, or how these are related to the cultural 
process.  

These aspects limit the candidate from achieving an E7, which requires 
integration of comprehensive supporting case study evidence throughout the 
answer. It is a good example of a High Merit answer, but the candidate 
would need to provide a more comprehensive map and more insight in the 
analysis of the cultural process to be considered for an E7.   

 




