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Level 1 English, 2016
90849 Show understanding of specified aspect(s)  

of studied written text(s), using supporting evidence

9.30 a.m. Thursday 10 November 2016 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Show understanding of specified 
aspect(s) of studied written text(s), using 
supporting evidence.

Show convincing understanding of 
specified aspect(s) of studied written 
text(s), using supporting evidence.

Show perceptive understanding of 
specified aspect(s) of studied written 
text(s), using supporting evidence.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should answer ONE of the essay questions in this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.









  

Low Merit exemplar 2016 

Subject:  Standard: 9 Total score: M5 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

3 M5 

“Dulce Et Decorum Est” 
This essay and the one following both identify techniques, discuss 
meaning then add that third layer of “emotional response”, but the 
responses differ in their degree of detail and support. 
This essay relies on more sweeping claims and the emotional response 
is far more generalised. 
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High Merit exemplar 2016 

Subject:  Standard: 9 Total score: M6 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

3 M6 

“Dulce Et Decorum Est” 
Various techniques are identified early in essay. 
The basic situation is established, then the candidate uses a similar 
structure in subsequent paragraphs to discuss the techniques. We are 
left in no doubt that the candidate understands the poet’s intention 
within each technique. 
The sincerity of each “emotional response” is apparent and goes 
deeper than superficial platitudes though perhaps not as sophisticated 
as an Excellence-level answer. 

  




