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Level 3 Media Studies, 2016
91490  Demonstrate understanding of an aspect of a 

media industry

2.00 p.m. Tuesday 29 November 2016 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of an 
aspect of a media industry.

Demonstrate in-depth understanding of 
an aspect of a media industry.

Demonstrate perceptive understanding 
of an aspect of a media industry.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should write an essay on ONE of the nine statements in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 – 12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

ASSESSOR’S USE ONLY

TOTAL
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3

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.



INSTRUCTIONS

Choose ONE media industry that you have studied.

Write an essay discussing the operation of an aspect of your chosen media industry, by 
responding to ONE of the statements below. You should aim to evaluate the impact of your chosen 
aspect on the industry and / or society, and you may agree and / or disagree with your chosen 
statement.

Use page 3 to write your chosen media industry, aspect of the media industry, statement number, and 
to plan your essay.

Begin your essay on page 4.

STATEMENTS (Choose ONE)

1.	 Social media is a powerful force on media industries.

2.	 Media industries struggle to keep up with technological change.

3.	 Media industries change in response to society.

4.	 Media producers must find new ways to make money.

5.	 Media industries are interested only in the mainstream.

6.	 Governments control media industries.

7.	 Consumers demand unlimited access to media industries.

8.	 Media industries are a vital taonga* for Māori.

	 * Taonga refers to a valuable resource or treasure.

9.	 Piracy is the biggest threat to media producers.

2

Media Studies 91490, 2016











7

Media Studies 91490, 2016

ASSESSOR’S 
USE ONLY



8

Media Studies 91490, 2016

ASSESSOR’S 
USE ONLY



9

Media Studies 91490, 2016

ASSESSOR’S 
USE ONLY



10

Media Studies 91490, 2016

ASSESSOR’S 
USE ONLY



11

Media Studies 91490, 2016

ASSESSOR’S 
USE ONLY

STATEMENT 
NUMBER

Extra space if required.
Write the statement number if applicable.
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Low Achievement exemplar for Media Studies 91490 2016 Total score 3 

Q Grade score Annotation 

4 A3 The candidate identifies the media industry (American Independent Film 
Industry), but not the aspect. The candidate attempts to address Statement 
4 – explaining how and why media producers in the independent film 
industry, are finding new ways to make money. 

The candidate uses relevant, supporting evidence from a range of film 
examples on pages 4–6. There is an attempt to link the media industry to the 
statement, however the candidate does not provide a convincing discussion 
to warrant a higher grade. There is no reference to specific impacts of the 
aspect on the chosen media industry. 

To achieve a higher grade, the candidate needed to include a more detailed 
explanation of how and / or why the aspect operates in the media industry. 
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High Achievement exemplar for Media Studies 91490 2016 Total score 4 

Q Grade score Annotation 

6 A4 The candidate identifies the media industry (Hollywood Film Industry) and 
the aspect (censorship). The candidate addresses Statement 6 in the 
opening paragraph (page 4), then outlines how and why the U.S. 
government forced the Hollywood film industry to set up a regulatory regime. 

Pages 5–6 provide a solid discussion of how and why regulations and 
censorship were introduced into the Hollywood industry. Supporting 
evidence and details are also provided on pages 7–8. The candidate 
attempts to discuss the impacts of censorship, however, further analysis and 
specific details are needed to achieve a higher grade.  

 




