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90850 Show understanding of specified aspect(s)  

of studied visual or oral text(s), using supporting evidence
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Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Show understanding of specified 
aspect(s) of studied visual or oral 
text(s), using supporting evidence.

Show convincing understanding of 
specified aspect(s) of studied visual or 
oral text(s), using supporting evidence.

Show perceptive understanding of 
specified aspect(s) of studied visual or 
oral text(s), using supporting evidence.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should answer ONE of the essay questions in this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.
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No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.







Merit exemplar 2017 

Subject: English Standard: 90850 Total score: 05 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

2 M5 

Though not asked for, the response covers both “comfortable” and 
“uncomfortable”, and there is a solid understanding of both the character’s 
feelings and the techniques used to convey those feelings. The discussion 
about music and lighting is perhaps a little general but the analysis goes to the 
heart of the question; indeed the response shows how contrast is important in 
both music and lighting. The conciseness of this answer is appreciated. 

  




