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INSTRUCTIONS

Answer ONE of the four questions below, with reference to a named classical literary text.
Make sure the question you choose suits a classical literary text that you have studied.

You must answer using extended paragraphs, and may support your answer with bullet points,
diagrams and/or annotated sketches.

You must support your answer with relevant evidence from the named classical literary text.

Space for planning has been provided on page 3. Begin your answer on page 4.

EITHER: QUESTION ONE

Explain how the action(s) of a leading character reflected and/or challenged the ideas and values of
classical society.

OR: QUESTION TWO

Explain how the relationship between two characters was influenced by their place in society.

* Place in society may refer to age, social and/or political status, wealth, gender, and/or whether they were human or divine.

OR: QUESTION THREE

Explain how a conflict between characters was driven by their beliefs.

OR: QUESTION FOUR

Explain how a desire to gain and/or maintain power determined the action(s) of a character.

Classical Studies 91200, 2017
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Remember you must support your answer with relevant evidence from the named classical literary
text.

4

Question number: =

Classical literary text: /%\i/\ W

Begin your answer here:
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e Write the question number(s) if applicable.
NUMBER

LOW EXCELLENCE (E7)

The response contains well used primary sources, which are integrated into the argument.

. The candidate presents a clear and logical argument about the ways that Creon reflects and/
or challenges the ideas and values of classical society, and maintains the argument
throughout the whole response. The answer is focused and discusses the question
thoroughly. The response shows some insight, and while that is not consistent, and
sometimes appears strained or forced, there is sufficient insight for E7. Given the level of
knowledge and skill demonstrated by this candidate, to give the response anything less that
an Excellence would be unfair and inconsistent with the standard.
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INSTRUCTIONS

Answer ONE of the four questions below, with reference to a named classical literary text.
Make sure the question you choose suits a classical literary text that you have studied.

You must answer using extended paragraphs, and may support your answer with bullet points,
diagrams and/or annotated sketches.

You must support your answer with relevant evidence from the named classical literary text.

Space for planning has been provided on page 3. Begin your answer on page 4.

EITHER: QUESTION ONE

Explain how the action(s) of a leading character reflected and/or challenged the ideas and values of
classical society.

OR: QUESTION TWO

Explain how the relationship between two characters was influenced by their place in society.

* Place in society may refer to age, social and/or political status, wealth, gender, and/or whether they were human or divine.

OR: QUESTION THREE

Explain how a conflict between characters was driven by their beliefs.

OR: QUESTION FOUR

Explain how a desire to gain and/or maintain power determined the action(s) of a character.

Classical Studies 91200, 2017
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Leading chacacte/: Creon
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Remember you must support your answer with relevant evidence from the named classical literary
text.

Question number: Onte

Classical literary text: ~ Antigone

Begin your answer here:

The Greek play "Anh‘gonc"/ Wweitten by Sophocies, hod a
leading character who fc€lcc+¢d and challeaged +he rdeas
and values 4 € classical Athearan socClety .- The chargcter
o€ (Creon reflected +he dea o € patriotism a(ld also
ckal(cnged +Hhe ideas of ‘mpiety and +yrann§/ n  Syg

Century BC  Athens.

Creon, the King of Thehes, reflectea +he u‘de:a: and values
o€ clastical A+theai an society by olisplaying peatiio+ism.
HiS actions a tn fhe beginnimg of tHue ploy show him as a
leader whe wants what s hest gor his people by
Uncovering the +reackery o ¢ Polyaices. Creon is dorng his
best fo estoblish peace and stabilibhy aftel a Civil
War - His poatiotic pnature ¢S shown when he says “Qur
coundry s our ife.” Creon also shows +has he s willing
t0 shace his power by [1steaing to others as he seyS
8 A Iung whos € igs are sealed py ftar, “nw‘ll"ég o see k
advice, s damned.” Creon’s actions highly r?FIcc(-

the rdeas of 5S+n Century BC Athtas os +they valued
potriotism. AnYybody who was considered a.j-f-{oti*'of
Wes ‘Mmedately ostlaciseo . For example , The mistocles,
& gemela!, wWos accused 0 € copspiring with +he Pessians
on ol bet+faying Athens aaod was Sent in40 exrle. Crvic prioe

Was Very important ra classic al Athenan Socrety &S
Classical Studies 91200, 2017
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pericles says, “You must yourselves realise the powe/ of
Atheas anot Feed your eyes upon het érom doy o day + [
love o€ hel/ £ills your heal ¥ Therefore, Creon’s achons of
Pro*ccHng Thebes andt Showing patfio+ism reflected
the (deas angh voeluers o0f classical A+thenian soctety.
The Athenian qudieace of the play would havs fni+ially
thought of Creon a5 oan (deal leader as ke demopstrated

the coges of Lbethaviour expected of a [cader.

Creon also challenged the ;deas ano values o€ clossical
Atheni an society by skowr'nj ‘'mpirety | the [acK of
rever¢nce +o the gods. Creon orderec the people of
Thebes 4o not allew PolyniCes o burral as hc Wwes
labelled as a +rar+or. This wend agau‘nsf' the valves of
classyc ol society as propel Euneral rituals u/‘circ ¢ssential
to honour both +he dead @ERe ang +he 9ods. Ankigone says,
“We have a duty to the deaot.” ILa Athenran lgwl ady hooly
who came acrossS an unburiegl corpse wasS requifed 10 place
L mincmum of +three hand fuls o€ corth wpon it, or face
death a5 punishmedt. Appeasing +he gods by grving burial
(rhes was pecessary a3 Xenophen says, “The gods kpow
everything.” This shows +hat celigion and polrtics were
nseporoble (r Athenion soclety . However, (Crepn oecroted
+hat dcmonsi’rah'nj his own powel -was mole fﬂh,o{fpn{‘
Fhon £ulbrlling religrous beliees | ol fhoug h A—Th'gane
Fells heamm, T drid pot #hink your edicts g{-ronb <noug h

o overfrule The unu/r!'H’{n, unalterable laws of 900" an o

heaven  you beiny only a man.” Creonp u/cn«l-ua!}lﬂ ok

the wrill 9f the 9ods into his own hands a3 he says,

Classical Studies 91200, 2017
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“No man's act hes power enough +o pollute +he goolaess OFf
gok.” Creon’s achons in +his iAstance greatlyl challenged
the rdeas and yalues of classical Athencan socrety

05 Tmpiety was severtly frvwned upon. This Fhows the
ceatral role relrgion played ra the oarly (fves of
Atheai ans | ang how c(mpoltant [t wes 10 up hol 0 religious
belied s anol +radi+ions.

Creon once again challenged the cdeas and volues of
classical Athenian socrety by odemonstiatiag Tyronny.
Desprte his actions n +he begrnning o€ +he play where

he seems willing 40 share his powel , (Creon becames very
obsesyeO anol Fasistent on his own authorrty. Greon had
buir [+ o repressive regrme where his people were scared
to gpeak out ~019 acast him. He c¢larms that he 15
responscble to only wimself as he soys, “"Z am king,
anol /23p0n5fb/8 +0 only Mysclé‘," Creon’s ackrons are
shown +o pe +yrannical os he refuses +o [fstes +0
0Ny booy ¢lse Bj soying o S:'nce‘ when oo T +ake my
orders £rom +he people of Thebes? Creon belreves
that he has +the greatert power as he soys, "He who
the state appornts must be gheyed +0 the smaljest
motter, he i+ cight -or wrona,” He exhibits ‘hubn‘s
(pride or prfogance thot S punishable by the gods) for
thenking he s a mighty ruler that must be respected
ok otl Limes. Creon's ackions challengeo the ydees and
values o9& classical athenian socrety &3 tyroanay was
considered completely unacceptable. Athens hao just
gotten ik of the oppressive Ptl'Sl'Sth'o\j{—y(anny
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on ol was enjoying therr pew Found odemoclacy. They wele

proud ot their unigue pemocratic goyei nment g tructure
where the power wos shored apongst the people  ra+her
thon given +to one sole ruler. Pericles (n his ""Funelal
Ofation ™ states —"the Freedom which we epjoy mour

govelNment gxtends also +o onr AL2p) da:'/y (rves.” Thrs
shows thot S+n centwy B8C Athens ,aluced +herir free
anod equritable society. Therefore, Creon's tyrananicol
actions challenged the jodeas anod values 0f closs/cal

Atheatan society.

In copclusion, (Creon woes @ leading chalacter n

the play “An+4igone” who both reflected and
chalunged the rdeas and yalues o€ polassical
Athenran socrety. His actrons +hat sL.ow‘col potiiotism
reflectec +he Athenion value o€ civic pride. Howevel,
Creon’s ac+ions that grsplayeo imprety challenge O +he
rodeoas 0¢ S+n centuiy BC Athens af rtligion wos an
¢ssential poct of 1rfe. Creon's +ylannical ac+ions also
challengeo the voalues o€ classical A+henion socitty

a5 +*hey had a democratic government.

HIGH EXCELLENCE (E8)

While the answer might be considered brief, the candidate has deftly woven historical details into
their insightful discussion of how the character reflects or challenges the ideas and values of classical
society. This supporting evidence shows a perceptive understanding of the world that the play
Antigone was written in. The only criticism that can really be made of the paper is that it would
have been nice to see more examples from the text. However, this criticism does not alter the grade
at all as this is a superior piece of work. The candidate skilfully builds their response based on their
understanding of classical society and how the text relates to that classical society.
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