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Level 2 Classical Studies, 2017
91203 Examine socio-political life in the classical world

2.00 p.m. Thursday 23 November 2017 
Credits: Six

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Examine socio-political life in the 
classical world.

Examine, in depth, socio-political life in 
the classical world.

Examine, with perception, socio-political 
life in the classical world. 

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ONE question in this booklet.

If you need more room for your answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–10 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

ASSESSOR’S USE ONLY

TOTAL

Merit

06

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.



INSTRUCTIONS

Answer ONE of the four questions below, with reference to a named classical city-state or 
civilisation. 

Make sure the question you choose suits a classical city-state or civilisation that you have studied.

You must answer using extended paragraphs, and may support your answer with bullet points, 
diagrams and / or annotated sketches. 

You must support your answer with relevant primary source evidence.

Space for planning has been provided on page 3. Begin your answer on page 4.

EITHER: QUESTION ONE 

Explain how a conflict* led to social and / or political change. 

* Conflict may refer to class, religious, social, or political conflict, and / or war between states. 

OR: QUESTION TWO

Explain how a citizen’s social and / or political role(s) reinforced the beliefs he / she held about his / her 
society.

OR: QUESTION THREE

Explain how aspects of social life* reflected the differences between social / political classes. 

*Aspects of social life may include housing, education, religion, entertainment, roles held by men and / or women, and 
employment.

OR: QUESTION FOUR

Explain how leaders used public events* to influence the people. 

* Public events may include festivals, processions, triumphs, legal proceedings, state funerals, and victory celebrations. 

2

Classical Studies 91203, 2017













  

Merit exemplar 2017 Classical studies 91203 

Subject: Classical Studies Standard: 91203 Total score: 06 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

2 M6 

The candidate specifies Solon as the ‘citizen’ and cites Solon’s political role as 
Archon. The candidate argues that the reforms of Solon reinforce his belief in 
the city as a whole rather than the rights or needs of individuals. The reforms 
of Solon are discussed individually (Seisachtheia, redistribution of classes, 
economic reform), and are consistently detailed. Primary source evidence is 
used throughout the response and is relevant to the context. The latter part of 
the question (beliefs) is addressed, but lacks the depth and specific examples 
that could warrant an Excellence. Beliefs are accurate but generalised. On 
page 7 the candidate develops an argument around Solon’s contribution to 
democracy that fails to capitalise on previous examples and adds limited value 
in relation to beliefs. The synthesis of these two parts would have provided the 
candidate the opportunity to demonstrate perception. 

 
  




