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Level 2 Music, 2017
91277 Demonstrate understanding of  

two substantial and contrasting music works

9.30 a.m. Thursday 16 November 2017 
Credits: Six

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of two 
substantial and contrasting music works.

Demonstrate in-depth understanding of 
two substantial and contrasting music 
works.

Demonstrate comprehensive 
understanding of two substantial and 
contrasting music works.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL parts of the task in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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TOTAL

Excellence

08

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.



















  

Annotated Exemplar Template 

 

Excellence exemplar 2017 

Subject: Music Standard: AS91277 Total score: E8 

Q 
Grade 
score 

Annotation 

a  

The candidate refers to personal, social, and cultural events during the time of 
composition/performance and, through the use of well-chosen musical quotes, 
relates these to the composition of each work. A perceptive conclusion is 
formed in which a number of elements are compared and contrasted. 

b  

The candidate has selected an element which relates to both pieces. 
Beginning with a comparison, the student talks in depth about texture in both 
works, explaining the reasons for different textural types and giving well-
chosen musical evidence to support their answer. The candidate gives a  
perceptive conclusion regarding each works use of texture.  

c  

i) The candidate describes both the instrumentation and timbre of one work, 
and discusses the significance of these, supported by well-chosen and 
accurate musical examples.  

ii) The candidate discusses how the work is typical of its genre and provides 
musical evidence to demonstrate how typical characteristics of harmony, 
rhythm, melody, tonality, and instrumentation are used within the work. As well 
as this, the student makes a perceptive conclusion regarding the freedom of 
experimentation utilised by 20th century composers. 

 




