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Level 3 Geography, 2017
91427 Demonstrate understanding of how a cultural 

process shapes geographic environment(s)

2.00 p.m. Wednesday 22 November 2017 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of how a 
cultural process shapes geographic 
environment(s).

Demonstrate in-depth understanding 
of how a cultural process shapes 
geographic environment(s).

Demonstrate comprehensive 
understanding of how a cultural process 
shapes geographic environment(s).

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt the question in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–10 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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Merit

05

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.

























  

Subject: Geography Standard: 91427 Total score: 05 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

 M5 

Cultural process: Tourism Development 
Geographic environment: Waikiki, Oahu 
 

• The diagram on page 4 provides evidence of knowledge of the 
geographic environment. Annotations on each diagram, describe 
and partially explain the impacts their cultural process of Tourism 
Development has caused on Waikiki beach over time. 
Annotations are included for both impacts on the cultural 
environment (infrastructure, spatial patterns, people) and the 
natural environment (erosion, topography of land). Further 
evidence of this understanding can be found on additional 
diagram on page 10. 

• Within their written response, the candidate understands the 
focus of the question with impacts on people partially explained 
and reasoning is given that clearly links the operation of the 
process as the cause of most impacts discussed.  

• The candidate partially analyses the operation of the process of 
Tourism Development in their answer, using some inferred 
interaction between elements over time to show understanding of 
this. Impacts are linked, in parts, to the operation of the process 
with more in depth reasoning given than is required for Achieved. 

• Evidence of this can be seen through their analysis of how the 
operation of the process caused the impacts of economic 
benefits to residents and increased land value prices for locals. 
The social negative impact of locals being unhappy caused by 
the changes to the natural environment was not as clearly linked 
to the operation of the process and gave more simplistic 
reasoning that was at an Achieved level.  

• Case study evidence was used within their answer that provided 
additional evidence as to the quality of the response. 
 

The candidate showed a clear, but not insightful understanding of how a 
cultural process impacts people and the environment to gain Merit. 
They provided a logical structure, and some good analysis of the 
operation of their cultural process which was clearly linked, in parts, to 
the impacts on people. The candidate was unable to gain a higher 
grade, as their reasoning of impacts did not provide sufficient technical 
understanding and clear links between elements.  
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