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Level 3 Japanese, 2018
91556 Demonstrate understanding of a variety 

of extended written and / or visual Japanese texts

9.30 a.m. Thursday 29 November 2018 
Credits: Five

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of a variety 
of extended written and / or visual 
Japanese texts.

Demonstrate clear understanding of 
a variety of extended written and / or 
visual Japanese texts.

Demonstrate thorough understanding 
of a variety of extended written and / or 
visual Japanese texts.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

Pull out Resource Booklet 91556R from the centre of this booklet.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

Answer each question in your choice of English, te reo Māori, and / or Japanese. If you need more room 
for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–10 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

ASSESSOR’S USE ONLY

TOTAL

Merit

25

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.











Merit Exemplar 2018 
Subject Japanese Standard 91556 Total score 25 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 E8 

This was awarded an E8 grade because the candidate shows a thorough 
understanding of the text and is able to succinctly relate Anna’s observations 
around food shopping in NZ and Japan, her thought processes and the 
conclusions she draws as a result of the research. 

2 M6 

This answer demonstrates a clear understanding of the text and accurately 
communicates all information from the text except for the fact that she was on a 
bicycle. It was not awarded an E grade because the candidate does not identify 
Anna’s inability to speak Japanese as one of the causes of her initial problem and 
did not create a link between the problems along the way and the positive 
outcome. 

3 M6 

This response demonstrates a clear understanding of the descriptive passage 
and the candidate is able to make good connections between life in 2040 and 
each of the profiled people. It was not awarded an E grade because the second 
profile was incorrectly identified as male and “じむしょ” was not understood. 

4 M5 

This response shows a clear understanding of where calligraphy originated and 
outlines the growing popularity of it, supported by examples from the text. 
Although more comprehensive than an Achievement answer, it does not rate an E 
grade because the candidate needed to emphasise the fact that all students were 
expected to learn calligraphy and that it had moved from being an activity where 
people sit and write, to a popular performance art, which is keeping it alive as an 
art form in modern Japan. 




