
No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.
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Assessment Schedule – 2019 
Design and Visual Communication: Initiate design ideas through exploration (91627) 
Achievement Criteria 

Overall level of  
attainment for 91627 

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence 

E 
Initiate design ideas through exploration. Initiate design ideas through insightful 

exploration. 
Initiate design ideas through 
extensive exploration. 

   

Evidence 

Not Achieved Achievement Merit Excellence 
No source is material evident. 
 
 
Source material is not interpreted 
using visual communication 
strategies or taken into 
alternatives and variations. 
 
Design ideas are not derived from 
the alternatives and variations.  

Use an experience(s) to generate starting ideas; using 
visual communication strategies to interrogate and re-
generate ideas towards design ideas. 
 
Inspirational sources (experiences) are present. These 
could include mood / inspiration boards, compilation of 
images, collage, designer studies, modelling, 
observational drawing, photographs, etc. 
From inspirational sources, visual communication 
strategies are used to experiment, play and manipulate 
shape (2D) and form (3D), exploring alternatives and 
variations to generate starting ideas 

• Alternatives are distinct, different, contrasting or 
have divergent shapes / forms. 

• Variations are adaptations, alterations and modified 
versions of a shape / form. 

 
Alternatives and variations are visually interrogated and 
re-generated which lead towards design ideas. 

• Interrogated and re-generated refer to the thinking 
and visual communication of shapes / forms that are 
re-examined / critiqued, selected, and re-drawn. 

• Design ideas must have identifiable functional and 
aesthetic qualities. 

Use visual communication strategies to analyse and identify 
an emerging train of thought and re-interpret ideas to form 
design ideas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Through the reinterpretation of design ideas an emergent 
train of thought is evident. 
• Reinterpretation of design ideas is applying thinking and 

visual communication that is purposeful and meaningful in 
its connection to its context. 

• Emerging train of thought is where a theme is 
developing with a perspective (viewpoint) and direction 
(intention) in either a functional / aesthetic / contextual or 
thematic way. 

Use visual communication strategies to 
challenge thinking and extend and 
transform ideas to form design ideas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The train of thought of design thinking is 
further extended / transformed, which 
challenges and / or moves beyond the 
predictable design idea. 

• Transform ideas means the design 
idea has been seen in a new way. 

 
Note:  

 
Visual communication strategies may include but are not limited to: abstraction, recombination, repetition, rotation, reflection, simplification, de-construction, 
truncation, exaggeration. 
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Excellence Exemplar 2019 

Subject Design and Visual Communication Standard 91627 Overall grade E 

Annotation 

Pages 1–10 have the starting experiences of nature and the human form, and extract shapes from these in a playful, organic way. Pages 11–20 introduce recombination 
of forms in an abstract way and add scale with use of trees and people to generate an emergent spatial thematic. There is re-examination and re-generation of thinking 
leading towards design ideas. Pages 21–36 explore and reinterpret the design idea with a focused train of thought. There are some details around the user, function, 
interior space, materials, and scale. The design idea extends beyond the re-interpreted conceptual idea, being clarified in the end few pages. The majority of the design 
thinking is around the exterior of the idea. This submission is an Excellence. There is a consistent use of visual communication to convey the design thinking. The 
thematic shows a strong repetitive element and has used visual communication skills very effectively. There is some connection to context though this is not a strength 
of the submission. 
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