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Examine how a significant historical 
event affected New Zealand society.

Examine, in depth, how a significant 
historical event affected New Zealand 
society.

Comprehensively examine how a 
significant historical event affected  
New Zealand society.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.
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INSTRUCTIONS

Write an essay on ONE significant historical event that has affected New Zealand society, using the 
essay question below.

Your essay must include an introduction and a conclusion, and use detailed supporting evidence. 

You should provide context for your discussion by adding a concise paragraph describing the 
historical event.

Write your chosen historical event in the box below.

Plan your essay on page 3. Begin your essay on page 4.

ESSAY QUESTION

Examine how the social, political, and / or economic impacts of a significant historical event 
affected New Zealanders over time.

Historical event: 
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PLANNING
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Merit Exemplar 2020 
Subject L2 History Standard 91234 Total score 06 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M6 

The candidate demonstrates responds to the essay question with discussion 
related to various impacts. However, the initial impact is not in response to the 
question.  
The candidate discusses the event and its background, and clearly 
demonstrates an application of knowledge and understanding by incorporating 
relevant evidence, at times beyond the norm. This reflects an in-depth 
understanding of the chosen event, and notably its impact(s) over time. 

 




