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Examine how a significant historical 
event affected New Zealand society.

Examine, in depth, how a significant 
historical event affected New Zealand 
society.

Comprehensively examine how a 
significant historical event affected  
New Zealand society.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should write ONE essay in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–11 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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High Achievement

04

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.



INSTRUCTIONS

Write an essay on ONE significant historical event that has affected New Zealand society, using the 
essay question below.

Your essay must include an introduction and a conclusion, and use detailed supporting evidence. 

You should provide context for your discussion by adding a concise paragraph describing the 
historical event.

Write your chosen historical event in the box below.

Plan your essay on page 3. Begin your essay on page 4.

ESSAY QUESTION

Examine how the social, political, and / or economic impacts of a significant historical event 
affected New Zealanders over time.

Historical event: 
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PLANNING
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Achievement Exemplar 2020 
Subject L2 History Standard 91234 Total score 04 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 A4 

The candidate identifies a relevant event and follows a conventional essay 
format, however does not clearly respond to the essay question. Discussion 
related to the impacts over time is inferred and limited. 
The candidate does identify, with historical evidence, the impacts on New 
Zealand at the time. The explanation does have some limitations though and 
the candidate needs to show greater depth in their examination of one of the 
impacts, in particular the effect on New Zealand society over time, to achieve a 
higher grade. 

 




