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Level 2 Classical Studies 2023
91203 Examine socio-political life in the classical world

Credits: Six

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Examine socio-political life in the 
classical world.

Examine, in-depth, socio-political life in 
the classical world.

Examine, with perception, socio-political 
life in the classical world.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should answer ONE of the questions in this booklet.

If you need more room for your answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–11 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.
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No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining an NZQA qualifi cation or award.
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Marker commentary 

Three E8 

The candidate has provided a thorough and perceptive understanding of the 
use of festivals to bring a sense of community in ancient Athens. Information 
on the festivals is detailed and backed up with primary-source evidence and 
the link between the described festivals is consistently made – for instance, 
that the poor could attend the Dionysia as it was paid for by the state. 

The idea that the plays performed at the Dionysia reinforced the Athenian 
belief in democracy and other ideals is perceptive in that it touches on the 
cultural identity of the Athenians and how the festival brought a sense of 
belonging. 

The linking of the Thesmophoria to a wider understanding of the roles of 
women in Athens is also provided. 

The quotes used are not excessive, but they relate directly to the point being 
made. The use of evidence is explained clearly. 

Conclusions are made throughout and support the final conclusion that 
festivals reinforced Athens as a people and not just a state. 
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